

Oslo hosts Midcast water meeting 

(R) — Delegates from brad, the Palestine Liberation 
Otganiratjon(PLO)and-*everal Arab states met oo Wednesday to 
oscoss the problem of scant water resources in the Middle East as 
pvt of the peace process in the region. The two-day meeting in a 
hil' iop hold overlooking Oslo was being hosted by Norway, which 
■iped broker the historic peace accord between brad and the 
PLO last year. The meeting was opened by Deputy Foreign 
Munster Jan Egdand, who said a rotation to water issues in the 
Middle East would promote peace. “There are too many people 
and too little water, Mr. EgrJand sail “We must help prevent 
the figh t over water leading to a new serious conflict." The 
ssinistiy said the meeting bad drawn, delegates from brad, the 
PLO, Jordan, Egypt, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, 
Tunisi a and Morocco as well as die United Nations, the United 
States, Britain. France ami Germany. Israeli delegation leader 
Avraham Katz-Qz told the national news agency NTB be hoped 
that Syria and Lebanon would attend any future multilateral talks 
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JEDDAH (AP) — U.S. Treasury Secretary UpydBentaen urged 
Saudi leaden Wednesday to make more spending con to 
overcome their economic woes. However, be not poo say 
bring up U.S. coocern over human rights fplkw4a^ai»guai profac 
criticism from the State Department last week. He was tbefust 
cabinet member to visit the kingdom since the enuenm, 
followed a crackdown on Musfim fundamentalists. Mr. Beotsen, 
who arrived in the Saudi summer capital earlier fa the day, met 
with Finance Munster Mohammad AW Khail and Hamad A1 
Sayan, head of the Saudi Monetary Agency, winch mu as 
the central banir. At a h m rftgnn hosted by Mr. Abal Bui;, Mr. 
Bentsen said that the Saudis should “take additional actions to 
shrink the fiscal deficit” on top of the 20 per cent cut in 
eoverament spending provided ror in - this years budget. The 

kingdom is g i^apfa g with severe firwnetalproMeniicaigea by tot 

'■ear's sharp drop in o3 prices and the financial aftermath of the 
.$91 Gulf war, winch cost Riyadh ad estim a t ed $21 bfition. 
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: Prince Ghazi 
• named adviser 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
: Royal Decree was issued 
-Wednesday ap po intin g His 
■Royal Highness Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad 
secretary to His Majesty i 
-King Hussein for cultural 
■ affairs. The appointment 
.took effect as of Oct. 4, 
1994. 

Northern crossing 
;nears completion 

'AMMAN (AFP) — Jorda- 
nian and Israeli soldiers were 
-working round the dock 
'Wednesday to finish a second 
crossing between the two 
countries due to be opened 
.soon, a Jordanian official 
;said. The crossing, open to 
-foreigners only, will span the 
Jordan River and win be sited 
'dose to the debris of a bridge 
■Mown up in the first Arab- 
' Israeli war in 194*. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
-announced after talks in the 
White House on Mooday be- 
tween Grown Prince Hassan 
and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres that the cros- 
sing would be opened m mid- 
jOctober. The official told 
■AFP military engineers on 
both sides were “potting the 
.final touches to the project'* 
.Work on the site began six 
•weeks ago. 

Arms cache found 
in W. Bank village 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
-(AFP) — Israeli sokfiers unc- 
overed an arms cache in a 
West Bank village and 
arrested several focal people, | 
military officials said 
Wednesday. The troops 
found grenades, an assault 
rifle, Molotov cocktafls, a 
stock of knives, axes and 
truncheons in Baytuniya, 
near Ramaflah, on Tuesday. 
In another operation near 
Betiriehem, a grenade and a 
harpoon gun were discovered 
at a Palestinian home, the 
officials said. In Baytuniya, 
villagers said troops detained 
about SO Palestinians belong- 
ing to a variety of political 
factions and none had been 
released. Soldiers imposed a 
curfew while the men were 
rounded up by poops led by 
agents of the Shin Beth inter- 
nal security service, 

UAE urges Hague 
ruling on islands 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) called on Iran 
on Wednesday to let the 
World Court in the Hague 
settle their dispute over three 
islands in the Gulf held by 
Iran since 1971. UAE Fore- 
ign Minister Rashid Abdullah 
A1 Nuami in a speech to the 
General Assembly said his 
country had pledged to 
accept the International 
Court of Justice's judgement. 

\ “The United Arab Emirates 

- 1 hopes that the Mamie Re- 
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public of Iran would share 
this sincere desire and would 
respond to our serious initia- 
tive,” he said,- noting that 
Iran has accepted the World 
Court’s judgement in cases 
that favoured it. He said the 
emirates had sought direct 
negotiations on the islands — 
Lesser Ttmb, Greater Ttmb 
and Abu Musa — but Iran 
had failed to respond. 

New chief claims 
leadership of GIA 

LONDON (AFP) — A new 
leader, Abon Khalil 
Mahfoud, claimed Wednes- 
day to be the head of Alger- 
ia's most radical armed fun- 
damentalist group fighting 
the authorities, in place of 
the man named Sunday. A 
communique published by 
the Arab-language Al Hayat 
daily, based in London, said 
Mahfoud was the leader of 
file Armed Islam.'- Group 
(GIA), which has laid claim 
to numerous assassinations, 
including attacks on fore- 
igners. The claim followed a 
. previous statement, issued on 
v Sunday, which said Moham- 
mad Said, a former activist in 
Algeria's outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), had 
been appointed to replace 
Cherife Gousmi. who was kil- 
led in a shootout with police 
late last month. 


White House talks not meant 
to be political — Crown Prince 


NEW YORK (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Wednes- 
day that the Israeli- 
J ordain an- American meeting 
in Washington this week was 
not dedicated to solving out- 
standing Jordan ian-Israeli 
issues or to discoss border 
and water questions and 
security. 

“The purpose of the 
Washington meeting was to 
follow up on ideas and con- 
cepts for economic develop- 
■ meat which the United States 
is keen on promoting through 
creating a free trading zone 
or through opening the doors 
for further investments in the 
region under the coming era 
of peace where all parties can 
participate in development,” 
the Crown Prince said in an 
interview with Paris Orient 
radio. 

He said that the meeting 
was also to underline the 
bope that 1994 would serve as 
the threshold of peace. 

“Serious work and stre- 
nuous efforts are underway in 
bilateral negotiations and we 
are optimistic that there is 
hope that problems at this 
stage would be solved,” be 
added. 

Replying to a question ab- 
out the substantial problems 
concerning water and borders 
between Israel and Jordan, 


Youth 
killed in 

i 

Hebron 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
soldier shot dead a Palesti- 
nian who allegedly tried to 
stab one of than in the mos- 
que massacre town of Heb- 
ron on Wednesday, military 
officials said. 

Ziad Nasr Khalil, 21, was 
the 20th Palestinian killed by 
Israeli gunfire since Palesti- 
nian autonomy began in 
Gaza and Jericho on May 4. 

Palestinian witnesses told 
reporters the soldiers called 
Khalil to get out of his car 
and shot hun in the head and 
chest as he did so. 

“Then they put a knife and 
a leaflet next to his body," 
said one witness who refused 
to be named. 

The shooting took place 
close to the Jewish settlement 
in the centre of the occupied 
town. 

The army damped a cur- 
few on Hebron, where a Jew- 
ish settler mu rdered more 
than 30 Palestinians in Febru- 
ary. 

Troops bad shot dead a 
member of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement Hamas as 
be was allegedly preparing to 
attack a Jewish settler leader 
near- the Ibrahimi Mosque on 
Friday. A soldier was stabbed 
and wounded in the back. 

Two foreign tourists were 
wounded in a band grenade 
attack on Wednesday near 
the Church of Lazarus in 
Bethany village in the occu- 
pied West Bank, Israeli 
security sources said. 

In Bethany, an unidenti- 
fied person threw a frag- 
mentation grenade at the 
tourists' bus parked near the 
church, they said. 

The sources earlier re- 
ported four tourists bad been 
injured. 

But the hospital later gave 
the number of casualties as 
two — an Italian woman, 
who was discharged after 
treatment for surface 
wounds, and a Spanish man, 
who was undergoing surgery 
for medium wounds. 

Bethany was home to the 
Biblical Lazarus, who Christ- 
ian trading says was resur- 
rected from the dead after 
four days. 

Palestinian tourism minis- 
ter “Elias Freij condemned 
Wednesday’s attack as “cri- 
minal." 

Israel is to cede responsi- 
bility for, tourism on the West 
Bank to the autonomous 
Palestinian Authority once 
funding is arranged. 


Prince Hassan said: 

“The substantial questions 
are of major importance, and 
the Jordanian position is 
dear concerning the Jorda- 
nian sovereignty. We are dis- 
easing bow to move from the 
routine discussion to real 
progress. 

“Fbefieve that His Majesty 
King Hasson's meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in Aqaba was 
dear, frank and characterised 
with seriousness and was a 
chance for examining the 
situation.” 

Asked whether a peace 
treaty would be signed by 
Jordan and Israel before the 
end of fins year. Prince Has- 
san said he believed that 1994 
could mark the threshold of 
peace but “it would be un- 
realistic to commit ourselves 
Do a deadline for signing a 
peace treaty at this stage. 

“However,” he added, “I 
am op timi stic riik year 
would mark the threshold for 
file aspired peace, provided 
that peace documents contain 
provisions that would con- 
vince all concerned parties, 
particularly the majority of 
people tint they would reap 
the fruit of a just peace to 
which they aspire.” 

In reply to a question on 
why Jonfan has ^departed” 


from coordination with the 
other Arab parties in talks 
with Israel, contradicting its 
former call for comprehen- 
sive peace. Prince Hassan 
said: “I do not believe that 
Jordan Iras departed from the 
coord in ation track and I be- 
lieve that file' coordination 
concept was not originally 
based on co mm on vision con-, 
cermng the method for nego- 
tiations perhaps because the 
concerned panics had no pre- 
vious experience in such 
practice. 

“However, eventually I be- 
lieve the Arab parties would 
come to a common under- 
standing that there can be no 
peace without the involve- 
ment of aD sides in a general 
agreement.” 

Responding to an assertion 
that Jordan’s talks with Israel 
had weakened the other 
Arab parties' stands, the 
Prince said: “lean not agree 
with you on this question that 


with you on mis question that 
Jordan’s position has 
weakened the other Arab 
parties' stand. On the con- 
trary, I believe and bope that 
progres s on the Jordanian 
tram: would serve as an ex- 
ample for similar progres s 
that could be achieved on the 
other tracks.” 

On relations between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians and 
issues concerning the guar- 


Peres, Ben Alawi meet; 
plans for ties reported 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Foreign minsters of Israel 
and Oman, after an un- 
announced meeting, have 
agreed to consider economic 
and political ties, farther im- 
proving land's relations with 
the Arab World. 

The meeting between 
Israel’s Shimon Peres and 
Oman's Yousef Ben Alawi 
late Tuesday followed 
Oman’s joining in a call last 
week for an aid to the 46- 
year Arab League boycott of 
the Jewish state. 

Earlier, Mr. Peres met at 
the State Department with 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahia, a step 
towards establishing relations 
between Israel and Tunisia 
from which tens of thousands 
of Jews migrated after 
Israel's creation. 

Israel Radio reported 
Wednesday Israel is woriting 
with Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman to open interest sec- 
tions, the first step to full 
diplomatic relations. 

A foreign mini stry delega- 
tion held “succesrful” talks in 
Bahrain last week, the radio 
said. 

Mr. Peres pursued the 
issue to separate meetings 
with Mr. Ben Alawi and with 
Qatar’s Hamad Ben Jassem 


Ben Jabr Al Thani in New 
York during the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly. 

The moves follow Moroc- 
co’s decisions to open a 
Batson bureau in Tel Aviv 
while Israel will have a 
bureau in Rabat Casablanca 
is to host an unprecedented 
Middle East econ om ic con- 
ference at the end of fins 
month and half of the Israeli 
cabinet, including Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin, is one to turn 
out 

Tunisia and Israel 
announced on Saturday they 
would soon ojpen interest sec- 
tions in Belgian embassies in 
each other’s country — a step 
down from a liaison bureau 
on the ladder of diplomatic 
relations. 

The six members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates — decided last Fri- 
day to ease the economic 
boycott of Israel. 

The GCC pledged to chop 
the secondary and tertiary 
boycotts which ban Arab 
countries from dealing with 
foreign companies that do 
business with Israel. 

But they are stifl e n fo r cing 
the direct boycott of IsraeL 


efianship of the holy places in 
Jerusalem, the Prince said: 
“Jordan supports the Palesti- 
nian stand and quest at the 
self-rule Level and beyond. 
Jordan supp orts the Palesti- 
nians’ claims over the Palesti- 
nian lands, including occu- 
pied Jerusalem and s u pp o rts 
their talks with Israel. 

“But when we talk about 
the sacred character of the 
city we refer in particular to 
the need for involving all 
nxmofitristk faiths in matters 
related to shrines within the 
Walled Ore before the end of 
the year 2000. 

“We hope that celebra- 
tions then would not be con- 
fined to churches and synago- 
gues but also should involve 
the Sunnis and Shiites who 
should partake in shouldering 
the responsibilities towards 
Jerusalem.** 

The Crown Prince met in 
New York with American 
business people whom he 
briefed on the incentives 
given to in v estors in Jordan. 

The Prince answered ques- 
tions and reviewed future 
prospects in tire region under 
the era of peace. 

Prince Hassan also met 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros GhaH with whom he 
reviewed Middle East peace 
efforts. 


Supreme 
court chief 
resigns 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Rifeat 
Shammout, bead of the Sup- 
reme Court, has resigned his 
post and requested dial he be 
retired after 40 years of ser- 
vice wifii the judiciary. 

The judicial council, 
chaired by Minister of Justice 
Huham Al Td, decided to 
accept the resignation as of 
Oct. 5 and said the council, 
was bolding meetings fins 
week to choose a successor to 
Mr. Shammout. 

A report in file local press 
quoted informed sources as 
saying that Khleif Subeimat, 
a judge in fire Court of Cassa- 
tion, was tipped to succeed 
.Mr. Shammout to the post 

The council last Saturday 
appointed Ali Naasan as 
head of the Court of Cassa- 
tion following the resignation 
of Abdul Karim Maatfa, who 
had also requested to be re- 
tired after a long service with 
the judiciary. 

In a letter of resignation 
addressed to the justice 
minister, Mr. Shammout 
noted that firikming the res- 
ignation erf Judge Maath and 
the retirement of bis two 
colleagues, Hosni Xayousi 
and ( Fayez Mbeideen, be 

(Confined on page 7) 



‘Israeli-proposed deals no 
answer to border demands 9 


By P.V. Vfeekanaad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has not 

r red to any Israeli propos- 
to build joint projects in 
“disputed” territory as a 
means to sidestep problems 
over patches of territory in 
their ongoing work on deter- 
mining borders, spokesman 
Marwan Muasher said 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Muasher was com- 
muaiiug on a report -carried 
by the Jerusalem Post that 
said Jordan and Israel were 
discussing a plan for “an in- 
novative recreation and tour- 
ism complex” near an aban- 
doned pre-1948 hydroelectric 
project in the nratb. 

The land is Jordanian but 
the ownership belongs to the 


Palestine Electric Company, 
popularly known then as Rot- 
tenberg, named after Pinhas 
Rottenberg, who was given 
the power concession by the 
Jewmh Agency in file 1930s. 

“What is i mp ort a nt to Jor- 
dan is the return of Jordanian 
land and die demarcation of 
borders,” Dr. Muasher told 
the Jordan Times. “The 
Israelis have been suggesting 
that projects could bebnilt in 
the bender area not only in 
‘the north but- also in the 
south as a means ti> settle- the 
problem, but Jordan has not 
agreed to any such propos- 
als,” he dded. 

According to Israeli media 
reports, die Jewish state is 
also suggesting “leasing” of 
some of the land where. 
Israelis have developed agri- 


cultural farms or the ex- 
change of an equal size of 
land elsewhere to avoid folly 
meeting Jordan’s demand fin: 
tire return of its territory. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
5 »Iam Majali fins week said 
that Jordan would not give up 
“an inch of its territory” and 
insisted on Israeli recognition 
of the Kingdom's territorial 
rights in fidL 

However, he left the door 
open for discussions on the 
Israeli proposals but only af- 
ter the border demarcation 
has been completed. 

“Once we establish these 
(border) lines and then if 
they 'want to discuss any 
other matters of rectification 
here or there, we are not 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel, PLO fail to agree 
on who can run for election 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) failed to 
agree here Wednesday on 
who can run in Palestinian- 
rute elections but made head- 
way on preparations for the 
poUs, at the end of three days 
of negotiations. 

A PLO official accused 
Israel of trying to destroy 
nascent Palestinian democra- 
cy with demands that groups 
opposing the PLO- Israeli 
accord are barred from elec- 
tions. 

“Israel is restricting die 
right of Palestinians to vote 
and run as candidates in elec- 
tions on the basis of their 
political and ideological affi- 
liations,” Saeb Erekai, bead 


of the Palestinian delegation, 
told Reuters. 

“This is not only an in- 
tervention in Palestinian 
affaire but a destruction erf 
the amplest rules of demo- 
cracy,” he said. 

“Democracy means plural- 
ism and pluralism means 
different ideologies, opinions 
and colours. When they say 
that only one colour of peo- 
ple has the right to partici- 
pate in the elections, fins is 
no longer democracy,” Dr. 
Erekai said. 

“Anyone who calls for 
Israel’s destruction and who 
has racist propaganda and 
who puts as a precondition 
that the council will cancel 
the declaration of principles 


and its subsequent agree- 
ments cannot participate in 
the elections,” Israel’s chief 
negotiator General Danny 
Rothschild said. 

“We did not mention 
names or parties or indi- 
viduals, bat it is only fair and 
“right that we are not going to 
sign any' agreement which 
tolerates the participation of 
parties calling for the destruc- 
tion of Israel,” be told jour- 
nalists. 

General Rothschild was 
speaking at the end of a first 
round of talks which opened 
Monday and are aimed at 
■arranging elections for a self- 
rule council for the West 

(Continued on page 7) 


Murder in the name of honour 


A supportive culture and lenient laws are 
making it easy for some families to end their 
daughters* lives, often simply because they 
suspect them of “immoral behaviour." 
Many are urging an end to this practice. 
Rana Hussein! reports: 


AMMAN — On the even- 
ing of Wednesday, July 30, 
1990. Ayed stabbed hs 32- 
year-oid married sister to 
death because he found a 
strange man in her apart- 
ment. Najah had “brought 
dishonour to the family. 
She had to die.” Ayed fat 
he had to cleanse his fami- 
ly's honour. 

Khaled killed his sister 
Kifaya, 16, after she had 
been raped by her other 
brother. He too felt that 
killing Kifaya was the only 
way “to cleanse the hon- 
our” of his family. 

Kifaya and Najah were 
among 13 victims of re- 
ported “crimes of honour” 
m Jordan this year. Some of 
those victims were mur- 


dered because members of 
their families had ample 
proof, they were committing 
“immoral acts." Others lost 
their life as a result of 
anonymous letters accusing 
them of such acts. 

According to General 
Abdul Karim Tarawneh of 
the Public Security Crimin- 
al Investigation Depart- 
ment, a crime of honour is 
an act in which an indi- 
vidual evaluates and judges 
a woman's conduct as im- 
moral. decides to take ac- 
tion on his own, and kills 
her. 

"There is not much we 
can do.” said Gen. Taraw- 
neh. "Our job as author- 
ities is to detain the suspect 
and transfer him to (he 


courts, which will decide 
what the individual de- 
serves,” he added. 

Police records of the past 
10 years show that “crimes 
of honour” have ranked 
highest among all murders 
committed in Jordan. On 
average, 28 women are kil- 
led in crimes of honour 
each year. 

One lawyer with exten- 
sive court room experience 
in defending men charged 
with murder in honour kill- 
ings claims that the number 
of honour crimes commit- 
ted in the Kingdom is 
actually double that in 
police records. 

"About 60 women die in 
‘honour killings’ each year, 
and about 500 women file 
assault complaints against 
their husbands each year, 
but the vast majority of 
cases are not reported,” 
said Zahra.Sharabari, who 
Has a private practice in 
Amman. 

University- of Jordan 
sociologist Musa Shrwei 


agrees. He says reported 
cases do not reflect the 
magnitude of the phe- 
nomenon. which is deeply 
rooted in the evolving gen- 
der roles in the country. 

Dr. Shrwei attributes the 
increase in the number of 
honour crimes to the rising 
numbers of employed 
Jordanian women who are 
exposed to public life. 
There is strong resistance 
from society, particularly 
men, to accepting these 
changes, be said. 

"The majority of men 
perceive women's participa- 
tion (in the labour force) as 
a process leading to a 
weakening of their power 
and changing of their 
roles,” Dr. Shtwei says. 

“Our society does not 
mind women getting an 
education and working, 
provided that women soil 
play the traditional role ex- 
pected of them and at the 
same time remain under 
male domination,” he adds. 

Another university 


sociologist. Sari Nasser, 
cites the changing patterns 
in social behaviour as a 
factor behind the rising 
numbers of crimes of hon- 
our. 

"You see family mem- 
bers coming into contact 
with people outside, and as 
a result the men start sus- 
pecting their female rela- 
tives of immoral behaviour 
and they tend to hurt, tor- 
ture or kill the suspects,” he 
said. 

Most crimes take place in 
poor, crowded areas where 
people are in dose contact 
and news travels quickly, 
says Dr. Nasser. 

A crowded house where 
friction among family mem- 
bers is common is another 
factor, adds Dr. Nasser, 
who heads the Sociology 
Department at University 
of Jordan. 

According to studies con- 
ducted by the National 
Committee for Combating 
Crime,, which was estab- 
lished in 1986 and is com- 


posed of academics, activ- 
ists, politicians and senior 
police officers, crimes of 
honour stem from the disin- 
tegration of family ties and 
the deterioration of the so- 
cial infrastructure. 

"Dense populations in 
certain areas sometimes 
cause such crimes because* 
neighbours and friends will 
have heard of the inddent 
and the family feels its only 
choice is to kill the girl,” 
Dr. Nasser explains. 

So what is the legal re- 
course? 

The dvii law addresses 
murders deemed as crimes 
of honour in various ways. 

The exonerating law 
which a a section of article 
340 in the Jordanian Penal 
Code (no 16. 1960). nates 
that he who discovers his 
wife or one of his female 
relatives committing adul- 
tery and kills, wounds, or 
injures one or both of them 
is exempted from any 
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Palestinians fear election 
may not be democratic 


BETHLEHEM, occupied 
West Bank (AFP) — Many 
Palestinians have mixed feel- 
ings about the planned elec- 
tions to a self-rule council, 
fearing that conditions are 
not yet conducive to a truly 
democratic ballot. 

“It is fine to organise elec- 
tions, provided they are 
democratic," said Grita Zar- 
zar, an accountant in the 
West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem. 

“Most of the younger gen- 
eration has not been to 
school and has gone straight 
from revolution to independ- 
ence/' she said, fearing that 
the results could “reflect too 
much passion or sectarian- 
ism.” 

“We need educated people 
who know how civilised na- 
. tions behave so we can copy 
them," she added. 

Since Monday Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) have 
been trying to reach agree- 
ment in Cairo on arrange- 
ments for the elections to the 
autonomy council which will 
run civilian affairs in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat wants the council — 
which will replace the 
appointed Palestinian 
National Authority (FN.V* 
running limited self-rule sir. : £ 
May — to be elected • y 
November 1. 

Bnt when talks began 
Monday Israel declined to set 
a date for the poll, which was 
originally scheduled for July, 
and refused to discuss an 
army redeployment on the 
• West Bank which the Palesti- 
nians say must take place 
before the elections. 


Hassan Manah, 70, a resi- 
dent of the Dahisheb refugee 
tamp, warned that the elec- 
tions “run the risk of being 
held on a tribal basis, because 
tribes play a big role in our 
society." 

He said he would prefer 
elections “based on par- 
ties, but we are stiQ a long 
way from that." 

“I want the poll tc be 
democratic and open to all 
sections of die population," 
he added. 

Palestinian officials said 
Monday Mr. Arafat had 
approved a draft election law under 
which the winners would 
rubber-stamp him as chair- 
man of die new authority. 

Mr. Arafat would not 
stand for election but be re- 
turned automatically as 
Palestinian leader by a 100- 
member self-rule council. 

But the Israelis want to 
restrict the council to 24 
members. 

Israeli chief negotiator 
Danny Rothschild Tuesc. y 
denied that an electoral lav- 
had already been adopted. 
He said people who had com- 
mitted crimes inside Israel 
and members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
iliamas), which is violendy 
exposed to the self-rule deal, 
should not be allowed to 
,1 for election. 

C i Rassas, a nurse at the 
J ilc'iu Daud hospital, said 
Palestinian parties should be 
set np “(Mi the European 
model, so they can deal with 
die problems of society and 
the environment." 

Mazen Fanaj,*22, a resi- 
dent of the Dahisheb camp, 
welcomed the elections bnt 
said they should be held 


“under international supervi- 
sion and in accordance with 
very clear electoral rules." 

For Nasser Ai Sharabati. 
33, from the troubled West 
Bank town of Hebron, “con- 
ditions are not yet favourable 
for holding elections.” 

He said' the poll should 
wait for “total independ- 
ence.” 

Palestinian organisations 
had Lecome “redundant, and 
they should be replaced with 
new parties." he added. 

But Atef Ai Zaghir. a trad- 
er in Jerusalem, welcomed 
the elections. 

“This is a popular demand 
which reflects our identity 
and allegiance. One could 
only wish the elections had 
been held a lot earlier." 

Israel and the PLO are 3 ;ill 
devided over the electoral 
rolls. 

General Rothschild com- 
mented that the Palestinians 
“don’t know who lives in the 
West Bank because some in- 
habitants only have residency 
permits. They haven’t taken 
a census for several years." 

But his counterpart. 
Palestinian local government 
minister Saeb Erakat, said 
the Palestinians had com- 
pleted their survey of the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho, and were 
waiting for the Israelis to 
provide them with informa- 
tion on the West Bank 
population. 

Only the Israeli military 
administration which ran the 
West Bank and Gaza after 
the 1967 Arab- Israeli war has 
detailed information on the 
Palestinian population but 
has not handed it over de- 
spite repeated PLO requests. 


Pelletreau sees barriers 
breaking down in Mideast 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
“We can see the barriers, 
both psychological and 
physical,' breaking down" 
throughout the Middle East. 
Robert Pelletreau. assistant 
secretary of state for Near 
Eastern Affairs, told the 
House Foreign Affairs Sub- 
committee on Europe and 
the Middle East Wednesday. 

One of the most slr’hicant 
developments, Telietreau 
said in a wide-rar ± ..a discus- 
sion of the region, was the 
recent de.-Voa by the six- 
r eiiibe. - • operation 
C ,/_C o end the 
isr.4..ca. - .?.nd tertiary por- 
t;. .: ‘ : : . , : Jti 

"1 ■ ss 

.. i.-Js" v-’ii neip 

co:;.p_.iics assist the 
l-r-’r • • o dr -eloping 


. ; sc..— ana 

J ;.^pe that the 

— • *: would fol- 

7CCa lead. 

. ‘^the total lifting 
. .. .-/coil is Syria, Pellet- 
'ed. since Damascus 
e boycott as a nego- 
• tool with Israel. The 
. States feels that it 
... ended iramediato- 
- . ever, as this would be 
confidence-building 
/ -sure for the region, he 
■id. 

C e spite Syrian opposition, 
J . Pelletreau remarked, the 

- ott is “being eviscerated 
— • within” as private 
.!.:essmen in a number of 
- '? countries become in- 
■•••jd with private Israeli 

.--‘less ventures. He also 
- - ed the recent agreement 
* een Israel and Tunisia, 
vanishing economic liaison 
This marks “the be- 
-ing of normalising their 
: ; jtions,” he commented. 
■A w Pelletreau noted that 
iaj Foreign Minister Shi- 


mon Peres and Crown Prince 
Hassan met at the White 
House Monday and 
announced “a number of 
positive measures.” Among 
them are plans for opening a 
northern border crossing; ex- 
ploring a free trade zone in 
the region around Aqaba 
River Valley; and the possi- 
bility of digging a canal from 
the Red Sea to the Dead Sea. 

Mr. Pelletreau met with 
sharp questioning from Rep- 
resentative Tom Lantos 
'Democrai-Calrfoniia), who 
recalled that the House of 
Representatives had passed 
several resolutions calling for 
U.S. recognition of Jeru- 
salem as the Israeli capital. 
Mr. Pelletreau responded by 
reiterating U.S. support for 
the September 1993 Israeli/ 
Palet.ihian Declaration of 
Principles, which holds Jeru- 
salem to be a final status 
issue. “We're not going to 
take any positions contrary to 
that.” he stated. 

Responding to Mr. Lantos’ 
questions about Syrian sup- 
port for terrorism, Mr. Pel- 
ietreau acknowledged that 
“Syria provides safe haven 
and support for a wide varie- 
ty of organisations" engaged 
in terrorist activities, such as 
Ahmad Jabril's Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Com- 
mand, Hizbollah. and the 
Kurdish PKK movement. “It 
is our hope that over time" 
such Syrian support will 
change, and thus permit the 
U.S. to remove the country 
from its list of nations sop- 
porting terrorism, be stated. 
Until then, however, Syria 
will remain on the list and the 
subject “will be part of our 
on-going dialogue” with 
Damascus, he said. 

Turning to U.S. relations 


with Iran, Mr. Lantos re- 
marked that there was “a 
dark cloud" on the Middle 
Eastern horizon — “radical 
Islamic fundamentalism,” 
whose origins lay in Iran. 

Mr. Pelletreau enumerated 
a number of U.S. concerns 
over Iranian government 
policies: its attempts to 
purchase and produce 
weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD); opposition to the 
Israeli/Palestinian peace pro- 
cess; subversion of moderate 
countries in the region; and 
the repression of its own 
population. 

He also noted U.S. efforts 
to work with the G-7 nations 
to prevent Iran from obtain- 
ing technology for WMD 
production. “We do not see 
our allies providing direct 
support to Iranian high-tech 
military supply of weapons of 
mass destruction." However, 
he acknowledged that allies 
such as Japan, and Germany 
arc furnishing Iran credits 
which gives Tehran “the 
additional wherewithal" to 
pursue its WMD projects. 
“In this we disagree with 
them," he said. 

Mr. Pelletreau also stated 
that Iran, along with Syria, 
has received Scud B and Scud 
C missiles and technology 
from North Korea. The U.S. 
has raised this with the North 
Koreans, but thus far to no 
effect, he said. As for an 
eventual Iranian nuclear 
capability, Mr. Pelletreau 
said he believed it to be seven 
to 10 years away. 

Mr. Pelletreau acknow- 
ledged allegations that Iran 
may bave been behind the 
recent bombing of Jewish 
centres in Argentina and En- 
gland, bnt said there was no 
dear evidence to support the 
view. 


Riyadh on 
offensive 
to divide 
Islamist 
critics 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Saudi 
authorities nave gone on the 
offensive against their critics 
amid mounting from re- 
ligious leaders for a radical 
shake-up of the Gul: *::ng- 
dom along Islamic u: >. 

A fatwa, or religious de- 
cree, was issued this week in 
a bid to stifle criticism from 
an Islamic human rights 
group, the Committee for the 
Defence of Legitimate Rights 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Kuwait expellees to set up rights group Egypt to crack down on Nile ponate^ 


The fatwa, issued by a for- 
mer CDLR member. Sheikh 
Abdullah Ai *7brm, banned 
“the distribution of state- 
ments” from the group, 
.vhich has mounted scathing 
on the policies of the 
Sl royal family. 

'tie CDLR was banned in 
Saudi Arabia just days after it 
was founded in May 199?. 
prompting Sheikh Jtbrin to 
leave, but has continued to 
issue statements from Lon- 
don. 

Sheikh Jibrin, now a mem- 
ber of the Council of Ulama, 
Saudi Arabia's highest reli- 
gious authority, said the 
CDLR “should have made 
recommendations instead of 
issuing statements which may 
have revealed secrets or con- 
tained erroneous informa- 
tion.” 

He also poured scorn on 
the group's leader, Moham- 
mad Masari, “who is not 
reputed to have a solid 
theological training and who 
.completed his higher edoca- 
’ tion in a foreign language.” 

Mr. Masari graduated in 
physical sciences from a uni- 
versity in former West Ger- 
many. 

However, the sheikh’s 
statement made no mention 
of arrests of opposition activ- 
ists, condemned by the 
CDLR. 

Last month the CDLR 
claimed that some 1,500 pro- 
reform activists had been 
arrested in a military-style 
crackdown by Saudi author- 
ities. 

Mr. Masri said a “climate 
of fear” had descended on 
the kingdom after the sudden 
arrests. 

The Saudi Interior Ministry 
responded by announcing 110 
opponents had been rounded 
up, including two leading 
clerics accused of holding 
“contacts with suspect groups 
based abroad.” 

The aim of the foreign 
groups was to “sow discord 
and anarchy in Saudi Ara- 
bia,” the ministry said. 

It was the first wave of 
arrests to be announced by 
Riyadh since 1979 and the 
ministry warned it would 
further “strike with an iron 
fist anybody who dares to 
harm the country's security." 

The official press im- 
mediately condemned what it 
described as an anti-Saudi 
campaign orchestrated from 
abroad, and urged the gov- 
ernment to demonstrate its 
“resolve against those who 
spread sedition" in the coun- 
try. 

Another exiled Saudi 
opposition group, the Orga- 
nisation for the Council and 
Defence of Legitimate Rights, 
was set up in April by Usama 
Ben Laden, a Saudi. ‘ stripped 
of his nationality and based in 
Sudan. 

The AI Sand family are 
reported to be worried by the 
threat posed by both opposi- 
tion groups, fearing the sym- 
pathy they inspire abroad and 
the possibility that they could 
join forces with other Arab 
fundamentalist groups. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Several thousand stateless people 
who were expelled from Kuwait after the Gulf war set up a 
defence association in Iraq on Tuesday to draw attention to 
their plight. The Asbab AI Haq League of Kuwait will 
“defend the rights of stateless people" from Kuwait, said 
Nayef AI Ghanem, a non-national who now lives in Iraq. 
Members of the new group win bold a sit-in in.the desert 
region along the Iraqi-Kowaiti border to make public 
opinion aware of their situation, Mr. Ghanem added. More 
than 240,000 stateless people lived in Kuwait before Iraqi 
troops invaded in August 1990, but their numbers were 
halved after the Gulf of the following year when a U.S.-led 
■ coalition liberated Kuwait. Several thousand had been 
| expelled by the Kuwaiti authorities. Many travelling to Iraq 
; ! where they are now called “bedoam.”' Sit-in demonstrators 
' will call for ‘“the right to go back to their adopted country” 

• i of Kuwait, Mr. Ghanem added. Kuwait's stateless people 
descend from bedouins who refused to take or were not 
offered Kuwajti nationality when the Gulf emirate became 
independent in 1961- 

£gyr : embassy In Sarajevo 

CAIRO (AFP i — ^gypt has decided to open ah embassy in 
the Bosnian , Tapir. I Sarajevo and a charge d'affaires will be 
posted there soon. Foreign Minister Amr Musa said 
Tuesday. Musa made the announcement after talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. Egypt joined Bosnia's 
Muslim government ir. r — tests against a recent U.N. 
Security Council decision to ease sanctions imposed on 
Serbia and Montenegro: for their support for Bosnian 
Serbs fighting in Bosnia -Herzegovina. Egyptian soldiers - 
are participating in the U.N. -Protection Force in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

Ex-minister’s son arrested in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) Egyptian police Tuesday arrested the son 
of former Labour Minister Saad Mohammad Ahmad in the 
port city of Alexandria in connection with a corruption 
scandal, police said. Wagdi Saad Mohammad Ahmad was 
sentenced in absentia to three years in jail three, months 
ago for having received a bribe from a construction firm 
which wanted to win a contract for a labour union building 
in Alexandria. The court ruled that the former minister’s 
son, a union official, had favoured a firm which put in a bid 
less competitive than those of rival companies. The rivals 
were offering to complete the bnilding at a cost 1J million 
Egyptian pounds ($445,000) lower than the favoured bid. 
A former deputy, Mohyi Rahman Abdul Aziz, and a 
former Alexandria city councillor received similar jail 
sentences at the same trial, but they are stffl on the run. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian authorities will on Sa t q q ffig j 
begin a crackdown against bus in esses- in three 
provinces that pollute the Nile river, an Egyptian ofrim| g 
said Tuesday. The Ministry of Works and Water 
and police will join forces to turn over to die 
unbcenced businesses along the Nile banks stretchy nodra 
Cairo to its neighbouring southern provinces of Giza |g£||$ 
Helwan, Water Resources Minister Abdul Had! lfed y sagj| gj 
His remarks came in a statement carried by die sow , 
official newspaper AI Akbbar in its Wednes day e dm^^ 
The targeted businesses include industries that dumpwaste|| 
into the Nile, unticenced from the National Cou ncil <gg * 
Social Development said 46 per cent of Egypt’ s in dnstr iafrg 
waste is thrown straight into the Nile, every day, beconungfi 
the Nile’s main pollutant. ' . . ' S? 

Libya releases Greek vessel . ... | 

ATHENS (AP) — A Greek ferry boat and its crew of 
returned to Athens’ port of piiaeus after being released byij 
Libyan authorities, the Merchant Marine Ministry said 
Tuesday. The 1.612-tonne Greek-flagged Vergina was j 
released on Saturday after a trial and arrived back in Greece* 
on Monday, a ministry spokesman said. The shijp was^ 
seized in Tripoli on Sept. 11 on charges that it had^s 
originally been built for an Israeli company in 1964 and J 
therefore violated an Arab embargo on Israel. Its owner„| 
Stability Maritime Inc., of Liberia, had chartered it to ajj 
Libyan, company . Libyan authorities were reported at the’i 
time to be preparing to confiscate the ship after putting its 
Greek captain on trial. Ai! but two of the crew members, 
are Greek. “What saved us is that for two years, from 1976 
to 1978. the shin had sailed under the flag of Saudi, i 
Arabia,” Athens’ Ta Nea newspaper quoted shipowner Efias 
Karaihas as saying. In the director of Greek-flagged and ' ; 
Greek-owned ships, the Vergina is listed as having been ' 
called the Saudi Moon in the past. “None of us knew that'- 
tbe ship had been built in Israel. If we had known we would 
not Jiave taken such a risk,” the ship's captain, Christos 
Gidopoulos, told reporters. He spent five days in jail after, 
the ship was seized. 

Britain defence minister to visit Israel 3 

TFT. AVIV. (AFP) — Britain’s Secretary of State for ; 
Defence Malcolm Rifldnd, will pay a five-day visit to Israel, 
from Oct. 20, the defence ministry announced Wednesday. ^ 
He will hold talks with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rahm, who j 
also holds the defence portfolio, and - Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant General Ehud Barak. Mr. Rifkind’sfrip follows 
London's decision last May to lift an arms embargo ■ 
.imposed on Israel after foe 1982 invasion of Lebanon. .1 




Japan to help irzn clean up Tehran air Rafsanjani postpones India visit 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Japan is to help Iran improve their air 
quality of its capital Tehran, considered to be one of die 
most polluted cities in the world, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Tuesday. An agreement was signed here 
Tuesday between Tehran Mayor Ghckm-Hussern Karbas- 
chi, and a representative from Japan’s environmental 
agency, Hyochi Baggi, for joint cooperation in pollution 
control, it said. The governments of Irani and Japan will 
finance the dean-air project which v.ih last two years, 
IRNA said, adding that preliminary studies had started 18 
months ago. According to offidal Iranian estimates, each 
of Tehran's 10 million residents inhales an aveia; of half a 
gram of lead per day. The pollution has bee blamed 
mainly on the number of old cars, low-quality fuel and poor 
combustion. Tehran is also situated on the slopes of the 
Alborz mountain range at high attitude. 

German sentenced for taking tanks to Syria 

KIEL, Germany (AFP) — The owner of a German 
freighter found m 1992 to be transporting 16 tanks to Syrian 
was fined and given a one-year suspended jail sentence at a 
court here Tuesday. The ship owner, who was ordered to 
pay a fine of 10,000 marks (around $6,500), told the court 
he did not known at the time that he needed official 
approval to transport tanks to Syria. The Czech-made 
tanks had been loaded on the freighter the Godewind at the 
Polish port of Szczecin in January 1992. Three German 
navy boats intercepted the ship and the inspectors disco- 
vered the tanks in its cargo. The court ruled that the feet 
that the tanks were being taken to a region that was ' 
crisis" was an aggravating fee tor in the offence. 

481 Kurdish refugees return from Iran 

ERBIL (AFP) — A total of 481 Iraqi Kurdish refugees in 
Iran have returned to northern Iraq in the past few days, a 
United Nations official said Tuesday. The refugees be- 
longed to 97 families who agreed to be repatriated by the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the 
UNHCR official said. “We provided 'them with transport 
and our resettlement package. They are all in their 
villages,” he said. A UNHCR official in Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq, Sajal Gupta, said last month that Iraqi 
Kurds were returning from Iran at a surprisingly low rate. 
Mr. Gupta blamed clashes between rival Ktudisb factions 
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (FUK) and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) for preventing re- 
fugees from returning. “Instead of at least 10,000 people 
expected, only 200 families have returned,” be said. A 
KDP offidal who did not want to be named said refugees 
had difficulty returning to northern Iraq. “Iran doesn't like 
these people to return borne because as refugees” they 
attract international funding to Tehran, he said. An 
estimated one to two million Iraqi Kurds fled to Turkey 
and Iran as the Iraqi army fought to put down a Kurdish 
rebellion inspired by Iraq's defeat in the January-February 
1991 Gulf war. Kurds have controlled northern in defiance 
of Baghdad and 'with U.S.-led protection since the end of 
the war. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President AH Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani has poscr^n-d a visit to India because of 'the 
outbreak of plagu*. i* country, a newspaper reported 
here Wednesday, .vmjmri Islami said the Indian govern-!; 
merit was “trying" ro find a new date for a visit by Mr.' 
Rafsanjani, who ’"as scheduled to arrive*', in India next ( 
week as part of a tour of four Asian countries. He 
expected to go on with hi* visit of Indonesia^ Malaysia andf 
Brunei, the paper said. The visit to India was. to have taken ' 
place in resppn:-e to a trip to Iran by Indian Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao in September 1993. 

Eagles flock over Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A huge flock of 15,000 migrating 
eagles flew over Israel 'heading for Egypt, the society for 
foe protection of nature announced Wednesday. The buds 
of prey were spotted Tuesday crossing north, of Tel Aviv, 
over the West Bank, and Jerusalem flying south towards^ 
the desert and Egypt in foe evening. The flock of “aquila r 
pomarina” from Europe .was spread out over 60^ 
kilometres, the society’s ornithology director Chaim Alfia 
told AFP. “About three million large migratory birds 
transit during daylight hours each season and more than •; 
500 million small buds pass over at night from September: 
to early November," he said. “About half come back in 
spring to return to Europe for the nesting period," he said. ’ 
Israel is the world’s largest flyway for migratory birds along • 
with South America and the skies often teems with birds •’ 
from storks to swallows en route to Europe, Africa and 
Asia. . ■ ■ 

Hebron hospital maternity unit shut ^ 

HEBRON, Occupied West. Bank (AFP) — The Israeli 
raffitary administration has closed foe maternity ward of 
Hebron's Aha Hospital following the death pf six new-- 
born babies, officials said Wednesday. The first infant died 
on September 20 and foe last on Friday. The administra- 
tion, which runs the hospital, at the weekend shut foe ward 
in an old wing of foe hospital until a rampant infection is 
halted and renovation carried out. Chief obstetrician Dr. v 
Yousef Sharawi said he had long warned foe administration '■ 
of poor hygiene. “Windows cannot be closed and cats, tf : 
not rats, have come into foe ward,” he said. Officials said I 
surgeons had been operating at foe hospital without plastic 
gloves after supplies ran out. The Israeli administration. 
due to hand oyer responsibility for health in foe West 
Bank, along with social welfare, taxation, and tourism, j 
once agreement is reached with the autonomous Palesti- i 
nian Authority on fending the services. Israel ceded control 
of foe education system to the Palestinians in August. 

Fish killed by waste dumped in river in Iran- 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Around one million fish died this ', 
week in a river polluted by industrial waste in southern 
Iran, newspaper reported here Wednesday. The waste 
chemicals dumped in foe Kor river came from a sugar j 
factory in Marvadsht, Fare province. The environmental; - 
protection agency in foe provincial capital Shiraz has filed a i 
suit against the plant. 
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CHURCHES 

Si. Mar? of Nazareth Church 
Sweificli. Tci. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

S«. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church oT the Annandatfoa Td. 

637440. 
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Clwrch of the Amtradutioa Tel. 
623541. 


Anglian Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Inter na tional Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel. 654195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nam rene Td.675691. 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin su 
meat of M 


un supptied by 
of Meteorology. 


the Dcpart- 


Hot weather conditions will prevail 
with a chance of thunderous show- 
ers in the eastern parts of the 
Kingdom and winds easterly mod- 
erate. In Aoaba. winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 21 / 35 

Aqaba 26/41 

Deserts 19/ 37 

Jordan Valley 27/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 41, Humidity 
readings'- Amman 30 per cent. 


Aqaba" 25 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Ja'bari 79646 0 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an 790286 

Dr. Walid AI Masri 675485 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul 898140 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Atcma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisar-i pharmacy 637660 

Naji^- pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Hihi .... 279773 
Akjuds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halasa 982799 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637II1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Polioc 192. 621111. 63777 » 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department.. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints - 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas C^Qs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 i 

Water Authority 6SOIOO 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power' 

Company 6363S1 

RJ Right Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hi&scin Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khaiidi Vatcmity. J- Amn 

644281/6 


Akifch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaJhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

U2ivcrsity Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-Abli. Abdali 664164% 

Italian. Al-Mubairecn ... 777101/3 
Al-Basbir. J. Ashraftch 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikna Madera Hospital (09)<WN0 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02) 275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

i AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

A VBA: 

Pn. ss Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information k supplied by 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

03:25 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Q5ri» Aden ("RJ) 

07:15 S3r*:-i ( RJ) 

88:45 r*L-w Denb (£\J) 


(09)900560 09i00 Dubai, .- Dhabi (RJ) 


09:15 Riyadh (RJ> 

09:15 A qah-.'W/j 

•OKU Se.rui (RJ ) 

10KW Colombo (RJ) 

18:00 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

17.-00 

New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
1&15 Bangkok, Calcutta ('RJ) 
18130 .... London, Berlin (RJ) 
18110 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ » 

Mk35 Athens (RJ) 

18:45 

Abu Dhabi, AI ’Ain (RJ) 
2hOO Rome (RJ) 

2£30 LarnacafRJ) 


Other Flights (T arminal 2) HUAZ SAULWAY TRAM. 

12:10 Sharqzh l AH' bwi .Am^sr. . . &t»a.ra. every Mowfcy 

I2J0 AbuDhaM fOF^ Air.Pma-:w 5:00 d.ih. cvety Monday, 

I3s«0 Rivadhrev. w.iDrwt ivciy SusdajT 

16:15 Diih^i(Eh., •••“• SW-.i... -very 5unday 


12:10 — Sharqah f AH* 

I2J0 AbuDhaN'fGF* 

13:60.... RrvailiWbV- 

16:15 Diihuii (Eh.. 

19-JO CttfifMS; 

2h:15 Beirut (MEi 

2?:» Istanbul (TKl 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Raya! Jorticnfan (RJ) 
Flights 
(TerminaM) 

J® 1 *® Beirut (RJ) 

OJiOO Aqaba (RJ) 

10:45 .... Abu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain (RJ) 

11:00 Romc(RJ) 

''-”5 Montreal. Toron'o/RJ) 

- • Amsterdam . Chiacgo 'RJ i 

Paris l RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

J*** London (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

••s 4 ® Bahrain. Doha (RJ . 

Jeddah (RJ) 

*«s30 Muscat (RJ) 

21:45 Kuala Lur. rw. Jakarta (RJ) 

DUter Plights (Terminal a) 

•4=55 Damascus. Parts (AF) 


. Algiers (AH) 
n. Muscat (GF| 


■5 s ** Beirut (ME) 

13:10.... Algiers (AH) 

LUO Doha. AI 'Ain, Muscat (GF I 

\ Riyadh (SV) 

Dubai fEK) 

Cairo (MS) 

OZaS Amsterdam (KL) 


KtTXET PRICES- 

o 

Upper Tower price in Iris per kg. ’• 

App*c 700/4(|0 

Banana 6go 

Banana (Mnkammar) 620. 

Cabbage 110/ SO 

- 300/200] 

Cauliflower 25<y 160 

Cucumbers (large) 140 / SO 

Cucumber* (small) 340 / 240 . 

Eggplant 270 i -MD 1 

Garik: 125UW® 

Grapes 600 / 400 

Grapes (Hilwunil 950/ 600 

G ,,a ™ SSO/350- 

l-*™' 1 ' 260 /WO 

- 140 / $ 

M-tow (s-nsJJl 340 / 240'- 

Muiukhiah (70/ l()0 

Onion (green) 3-HV 2 0b 

C«y) 360 t 260 

SwceiMu^n 340/200 

Pepperfhot) 30U/20|)' 

Pepper (sweet) 300 / 200 

Potato 320/ 220 

Pomegranate 380 /2gb- 

? pinuch 280/ 200 " 

or»dtj 230 1 140 

String bean: lyji 4® ■ 

Watermelon 200/ lS' 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Wednes- ' discuss the educational process and the minis- 
- day meets with Minister of Education Abdul tor's proposals for improving the income of the 
; “ Raouf Rawabdeh and directors of education to country's teachers (Petra photo) 

I i London mayor to arrive for talks 


lc 

i 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Paula 
Newall, will visit Amman 
from Oct. 11-15 as the guest 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, according to a 
British embassy statement 
Wednesday. 

While in Jordan, he will 
‘ meet with Minister of Fi- 
“ nance Sami Gammoh, Gov- 
' error of the Central Bank of 
Jordan Mohammad Saeed 
Nabulsi and Mayor of Am- 
man Mamdouh Abbadi, said 
the statement. 

The Lord Mayor of Lon- 
; don holds an historic position 
' whose responsibilities are 


different from those of most 
mayors today, according to 
the embassy. The Lord 
Mayor is bead of the Cor- 
poration of London, a body 
which governs the historic 
Gty of London (which is in 
effect one of the municipali- 
ties which make up modern 
London). Since the City of 
London is one of the fore- 
most financial centres in the 
world, the Lord Mayor takes 
a leading role in promoting 
the financial services it offers, 
said the statement. 

The present Lord Mayor, 
Sir Paul Newall, is an invest- 
ment banker by profession. 


He was previously executive 
director of Shearson, 
Lehmam Hutton Securities 
(now Lehman Brothers 
Securities). 

His civic and voluntary 
appointments include sheriff 
of the City of London 1989- 
90, justice of the peace for 
the City of London and pat- 
ron of the International Cen- 
tre for Child Studies. 

The Lord Mayor will be 
accompanied by his wife. 
Lady Newall rod by two 
senior officials, John Holland 
(Chief Commoner) and Col- 
onel John Ansell (Sword- 
bearer). 


Irsheidat defends hike in 
agricultural water tariffs 


1 a 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
^government’s recent deci- 
sion to .hike the .price of 
* Tricultural water will 
low the Ministry of Water si*:. 

• rod Irrigation to devote 
. funds to other pressing 

needs in the area of general 
water distribution, said 
Minister Saleh Irsheidat 
. Wednesday at a meeting 
with members of the House 
Agriculture Committee at 
Parliament. 

Defending the price in- 
. crease Mr. Irsheidat said 
' that the government has, to 
date, been subsidising the 
prices of water for irriga- 
tion at the rate of 20 to 30 
. times the price paid by the 

• farmers. 

The ministry has other 
; obligations to meet, such as 
improving the country's 


water network, he said. 
Lack of funds has forced 
. the ministry to borrow bard 
currency for such schemes, 
.said the minister, j 

He said the ministry’s 
decision aimed at controll- 
ing the distribution of wa- 
ter at a time when the 
country has an estimated 
141 million cubic metres of 
underground water re- 
serves. 

A total of 13,000 dunums 
of land in the Jordan Valley 
are planted with banana 
trees, and 55,000 dunums 
with other fruit trees, while 
193,000 dunums are used to 
cultivate vegetables and 
these farmlands, he said, 
need huge quantities of 
irrigation water. 

Mr. Irsheidat said such 
farming' practices promp- 


ted the government to ex- 
ercise stricter control .oyer 
"water distribution and 
prices. 

The main- problem facing.-vJ 
fanners is not water, he 
said. According to the 
minister other more expen- 
sive agricultural inputs and 
the need to secure new 
markets abroad are the 
problems. 

The government realises 
the burdens shouldered by 
the farmers and has been 
doing all it can to help them 
open new markets in Arab 
and foreign countries, he 
said. 

The Agriculture Com- 
mittee last August re- 
quested that the govern- 
ment refrain from hiking 
the prices of irrigation wa- 
ter. 


Irbid police search for clues 
in stabbing death of businessman 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

. AMMAN — Police are inves- 
tigating the death of a 50- 
year-old man who was found 
stabbed in his office in A1 
Shamali suburb of Irbid 
-Tuesday morning, police re- 

• ports said. 

A police official told the 
'Jordan Times Wednesday 
•that they were informed by 
-citizens that there was a body 
in an import/export office in 
the Shamali area. 

• Investigations later deter- 
. mined the identity of the 
"deceased as Rushdi T.H., the 

owner of the office. 

The official said that Mr. 
. Rushdi, who worked alone in 
the office, went as usual to 


his office at 7 a.m. A few 
hours later, the official said, 
police were informed about 
the body. 

Criminal investigators who 
examined the body rod the 
scene of crime said there was 
a tie wrapped tight around 
Mr. Rushdi's neck. In their 
report, they said Mr. Rushdi 
was stabbed several times in 
the heart rod chest. 

The police official, who 
was contacted by telephone 
in Irbid, refused to release 
any further details in the 
case. 

“It is a sensitive issue and 
there is nothing I can say 
other thro that we are still 
questioning witnesses,” the 
official told the Jordan 
Times. 


As of Wednesday evening, 
police were still investigating 
the crime and searching for 
the murder weapon. 

A 28-year-old woman died 
Tuesday in Hussein camp of 
electrocution, a police report ' 
said. 

The victim, identified only 
as M.A.M., was discovered 
by her husband who told 
police that when he returned 
home from work, his wife 
was lying near an electric 

plug. 

He said his wife was 
washing the floor of their 
nouse and touched a plug 
attached to an electrical out- 
let. 

The woman was rushed to 

A1 Bashir Hospital but was 
declared dead on arrival. 


S' 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILMS 

V Spanish film entitled “La Bandera Neg- 
ra” at Institute Cervantes (Spanish Cultu- 
ral Goitre) on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. (Td. 
610858). 

r FBm entitled “Little Shop of Horrors 44 at 
the American Center on Thursday at 5:00 
p.m. (88 minutes). 

EXHIBITIONS 

r Exhibition of abstract art by Amer Fatuhi 
at Institute Cervantes (Spanish Cultural 
Centre) fid. 610858). 

4r Exhibition of abstract art by All A1 Mj’mar 
at the Orfall Art Gallery, Umm Utheina 
(Td. 826932). 

Jr Exhibition of watercolours by Vladimir 
Tamari at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Luweib- 
defa (Tel. 6432S1/2). 

V Oriental pieces exhibition at Gallery 
Mariam (Td. 824425). 


ft Ceramics exhibition by Hameed Abdul 
Mqjeed at the Royal Cultural Centre, 

* Two exhibitions of abgract art by Ramzi A1 
Sayid and Mohammad Salim at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Fourth Amman International Book Exhibi- 
tion at the International Exhibition Centre, 
University Road (TeL 650601). 

ft Exhibition of painting; by Dia Azzawi at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery (Td. 862105). 

ft Exhibition of oil paintings by Kamal Boul- 
lata entitled “Duets, Quartets, and a 
Triangle” at Darat Al Funun of the Abdul 
Hameed Sfaoman Foundation in Jabal 
Luwdbdefa. Also showing “permanent ex- 
hibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists 
(Td. 643251/2). 

* “The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of 
photography in Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land at the American Center exhibition 
hall, Abdoun. 


AMF grants Jordan $32m in credit 


By a Jordan runes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
the Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF) have signed an 
agreement under which the 
Kingdom would get around 
532 million in AMF credit 
to help its economic res- 
tructuring programme, the 
Abu Dhabi-based fund 
announced Wednesday. 

It was the first such credit 
from the AMF to Jordan in 
recent years and was also 
seen as a small sign of 
improving relations be- 
tween the Kingdom rod the 
Gulf states, which are 
majority shareholders in 
the fund. 

The agreement was 
signed by AMF Director 
General Jassim Al Mannai 
and Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabul- 
si, an AMF statement said. 

The statement said the 
signing took place in Mad- 
rid on the fringes of the 
annual meetings of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) rod World Bank. 
The meetings are attended 
by finance ministers from 


all over the world and most 
heads of international and 
regional monetary orga- 
nisations. 

“The AMF today 
approved the Jordanian 
government’s request for 
an extended loan amount- 
ing to about eight million 
Arab accounting dinars 
(AAD) corresponding to 
nearly $32 million,” said 
the statement. “The new 
loan is the ninth to be 
extended to Jordan by the 
AMF.” said the statement, 
carried by Reuters. “It 
brings the cumulative over- 
all amount lent to Jordan to 
nearly AAD 30 million, 
representing about $130' 
million.” 

The AAD is the currency 
unit of the AMF along the 
lines of the special drawing 
rights (SDRs) of the IMF 
rod equals to three SDRs. 

The AMF statement did 
not give details of the terms 
of the loan, which will be 
used by Jordan to improve 
its balance of payments. 

Economist and columnist 
Fahed Fanek said that 
AMF loans normally cany 
the base international com- 


mercial rate plus a small 
percentage, which would 
mean four to five per cent 
per annum. 

The AMF is an Arab 
League body and groups 
most Arab countries. Arab 
central banks, including the 
CBJ, are the shareholders 
of the fond with varying 
shares depending on their 
contribution to the AMF 
capital. 

Dr. Nabulsi served as an 
advisor to the AMF for a 
short period in 1989 before 
being brought back as gov- 
ernor of the CBJ. 

Dr. Froek said the 5130 
million mentioned repre- 
sented the total amount 
that the AMF had lent to 
Jordan since the hind was 
established. 

The CBJ’s statistical bul- 
letin of March 1994 showed 
that Jordan owed the AMF 
JD 3.9 million at the end of 
1993, down from JD 14.8 
million m 1991 rod JD 7.7 
million in 1992. 

Dr. Froek noted that 
Jordan, “as a shareholder 
of tiie AMF. is entitled to 
receiving loans from the 
fund,” rod, as such, it was 


normal that the Kingdom 
receives AMF credit. 

“Although it is not a very 
important aspect, the loan 
indicates an improvement 
in Jordan's relations with 
the Gulf states,” Dr. Fanek 
told the Jordan Times, 
pointing out that the Gulf 
states, as majority share- 
holders in the fund, could 
have turned down Jordan's 
request for the loan. 

Jordan, whose economic 
restructuring programme is 
supervised by the IMF, is 
getting about $217 million 
from the IMF’s extended 
fund facility spread over 
three years beginning 'mid-' 
1994 after the executive 
board of the international 
body approved a Jordanian 
request for an additional 
$26 million. 

The approval was seen as 
a reflection of the IMF’s 
satisfaction with Jordan's 
adherence to the economic 
restructuring programme 
rod confidence in the per- 
formance of the Kingdom’s 
economy. 

Indicators for the first six 
months of 1994 show that 
Jordan had in fact ex- 



Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi 

ceeded the expectations 
and projections in the prog- 
ramme in terms of inflation 
and exports. Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh 
said last month. 

Mr. Gammoh is leading 
the Jordanian delegation to 
the IMF/World Bank meet- 
ings in Madrid, where he is 
also expected to lobby his 
counterparts from the Paris 
Club group of creditor gov- 
ernments to extend debt 
relief to Jordan. 


JVA contracts foreign firm to supervise 
raising of King Talal Dam retaining walls 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) 
Wednesday awarded a JD 
880.000 contract to a foreign 
engineering consultancy firm 
to supervise the work of rais- 
ing the retaining walls of the 
Kaltein Dam in the Jordan 
Valley, a project which is to 
be financed through a loro 
from the European Invest- 
ment Bank. 

The plan entails raising to 
37 metres from 30 metres the 
height of the walls to increase 
the dam's storage capacity by 
4.6 million cubic metres, 
(MCM), said a statement fol- 
lowing the signing ceremony 
at the Ministry of Water rod.. 
Irrigation. 

The statement said the tot-: 
al cost of the work « esti- 
mated at JD 10 million, 
adding that the project would 
have a high economic yield 
since it would make available 
large amounts of collected 
rainfall for irrigation. 

Built in 1968 with an initial 
storage capacity of 4.8 mil- 
lion mem, the dam’s capacity 
was reduced gradually to ab- 
out 2.5 mem because of the 
accumulation of silt. 

The statement said that the 
raising of the retaining walls 
would increase the reservoir’s 
capacity to at least 7.1 mem. 

Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) Secretary General 
Hasbem Shboul signed the 
contract with a representative 



Jordan Valley Authority Secretary General Hashem 
Shboul (third left) Wednesday signs a contract award- 
ing a foreign engineering consultancy firm the super- 


visory role in the raising of the King Tala! Dam 
retaining walls (Petra photo) 


of the foreign firm in Am- 
man. 

Study of Kmg Talal Dam reviewed 

Also Wednesday the Royal 
Scientific Society (R5S) held 
a meeting with a visiting team 
representing the Internation- 
al Development Research 
Centre (IDRC) in Canada to 
review the result of a three- 
year study on the social, eco- 
nomic and environmental 
situation around the King 


Talal Dam. the largest in the 
Kingdom. 

Samir Abu Ajweh, RSS 
acting president said that the 
study was one of the fruits of 
more than a decade of coop- 
eration between the RSS and 
IDRC. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that IDRC, which has fi- 
nanced this study, had earlier 
financed several research 
projects mainly related to en- 
vironmental, economic and 


social issues. 

Mr. Ajweh said the study 
focuses on the environment 
around the King Talal Dam. 
The study, he explained, 
(teals with four areas of in- 
terest: economic, demog- 
raphic and social issues with- 
in the King Talal Dam area 
rod the area’s needs of water 
and the development of 
lands; the prospect of setting 
up fish ponds near the dam; 
the prospect of creating a 


recreational zone near the 
dam to attract tourists and 
visitors; rod the sources of 
pollution to the dam. 

Mr. Ajweh said recom- 
mendations resulting from 
the study will be referred to 
the concerned authorities for 
appropriate decisions. 

Specialists from various 
government institutions, uni- 
versities and the private sec- 
tor were present at the meet- 
ing. 


Amman starts construction 
of new pedestrian tunnel 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Municipality announced 
Wednesday that it has com- 
pleted the digging for an - 
underground tunnel opposite 
the Housing Bank Centre 
and was starting construction ’ 
of the interior of the pedes- 
trian passage way. 

The construction is ex- 
pected to be completed in 30 
days rod it will cost about 
JD88.000, said Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi. 

Dr. Abbadi said the Hous- 
ing Bank has donated 
JD50.000 towards financing 
the project which, he said, 
was essential at this busy 
commercial area because 


there have been numerous 
road accidents, 

' He added that the 
Shmeisroi area where the 20- 
metre-long tunnel is being 
built would experience heavy 
traffic congestion during the 
next 30 days because of the 
required detours. 

The Shmeisani tunnel is 
the second major project 
undertaken by the Amman 
Municipality this year. 

The first was Al Rawdah 
traffic tunnel on the Universi- 
ty of Jordan Road near Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily building 
which was completed in Au- 
gust following 60 days of 
work. 


THE VISIT OF 
PAKISTAN TRADE 
DELEGATION 

TO JORDAN — 7-11 OCT. 1994 


A Pakistani Trade Delegation will be visiting Jordan 
from October 7-11, 1994. Members of the delega- 
tion are interested to meet Jordanian businessmen/ 
industrialists to discuss possibilities of joint ventures 
and expansion of bilateral trade. 

The delegation members deal In: 


Rice, textile, transformers oils carbon black & 
specialty asphalt, sugar mills , components 
Interested parties may please contact Mr. 
Shaukat All Mukadam, Head of Chancery. f 
Mrs. Fifi Najem, Secretary on telephone No. 
622787, 638352, 624680 : A meeting has also 
been arranged by the Federation of Cham- 
ber of Commerce in their office at Shmeisa- 
ni at 10:00 on 8th October, 1994. 


unicef 


United Nations’ Children's Fund 


The United Nations Children's Fund, seeks qualified Jordanian candidates for the following 
position: 


Assistant Project OFficer/IRM 
NOB Level 

Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 


Under the direct supervision of the Information Resources Management Officer, the Asst. 
Project Officer/IRM is responsible for assisting in formulating and implementing an office plan 
for information resources management in order to maintain and provide efficient computer 
information systems and services and to improve work effectiveness and productivity , consistent 
with the goals , objectives and strategy for the office and the organization The Asst. Project 
Officer will also administer the office multi-user computer network, data and telecommunication 
facilities. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

University Degree in Information Management, with specialized training in computer science 
and practical applications of software, database, network, telecommunications and systems 
development. 

Knowledge of and experience in UNIX and Novell LAN administration and in computer-based 
communication. 

Minimum five years of practical work experience at professional levels in support of office 
computerization. 

Fluency in spoken and written English and Arabic. 


Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference NO/94-01 to : 

Asst. Admin/ Personnel Officer 
UNICEF Regional Office ‘ 

P. O. Box 811721, 

11181 Amman - Jordan 

Applications for this position must be received not later than 20 October 1994 
Acknowledgment will only be sent to short-listed candidates under serious -consideration 
UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 
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CHEIRY. Switzerland (ft) 
— At leas" 48 people, some 
v.i-h buiiei wounds to the 
head end reportedly linked to 
a Canadian-based religious 
sect, were found dead 
Wednesday after fires in two 
Swiss villages, police said. 

Twenty-three bodies, some 
clad in red and black cloaks, 
were discovered at 5 a.m. 
{0400 GMT) in the cellar of a 
burned-out farmhouse near 
Cheiry, west of the city of 
Fribourg, Magistrate Andre 
Biller told a news conference. 

In a main room of the 
farmhouse, police found the 
body of the Swiss owner, 
70-year-old Alberto Giaco- 
mino, shot through the head. 
Traces of blood led them to 
the cellar, Mr. Biller said. 

Almost simultaneously, 
some 160 kilometres to the 
south in the mountain halmet 
of Granges-Sur-Salvan near 
the Italian border police 
found 25 bodies in tbe ruins 
of two burning chalets. First 
reports said they met their 


Inked to Canadian cult, 
id dead in Switzerland 




deaths as they slept. 

“There are signs that these 
people were linked with a 
religious cult,” Mr. Biller 
said. The farmhouse bodies 
had been laid out in rows and 
a makeshift altar stood near- 
by. 

Shaken residents of 
Cheiry, a picture postcard 
community amid rolling 
countryside in French- 
speaking western Switzer- 
land, told reporters they had 
seen people coming and 
going to the isolated farm but 
had no idea what they had 
been doing. 

Mr. Biller said identity 
documents found on 15 of the 
Cheiry bodies, some with 
plastic bags around their 
beads, identified the dead as 
Swiss, French and Canadian 
citizens. 

At Granges-Sur-Salvan, 
near the town of Martigny in 
the heart of a popular Swiss 
ski area, firemen found 25 
bodies in one burned-out 
chalet and two in another 


alongside, a local police 
spokesman said. 

Firemen had not yet been 
able to search the smoking 
wreckage of a third chalet 
and it was feared there could 
be several more bodies Inside, 
according to the spokesman. 
Swiss Radio said children 
were believed to be among 
the dead. 

Police said there was little 
.doubt the two tragedies were 
linked. A car belonging to a 
resident of Cheiry was found 
near the burning chalets at 
Granges-Sur-Salvan, set 
among picturesque Alpine 
hillside vineyards . 

Swiss Television said the 
farm at Cheiry had been 
bought by a sea known as the 
“Order Of The Solar Tem- 
ple." The television linked 
the incidents with the burning 
of two houses at Morin 
Heights in Quebec in which 
two people died Tuesday. 

Police said the burned-out 
chalets in Granges-Sur- 


Salvan belonged to a Cana- 
dian citizen of Swiss origin 
named Luc Jouret. Mr. 
Jouret is listed in the local 
telephone directory as a doc- 
tor. and Swiss Television said 
he was a homeopath. 

In Toronto, the Canadian 
Press news agency said one of 
the homes in Morin Heights 
belonged to Mr. Jouret. It 
quoted police as saying he 
was the founder of the Tem- 
ple sect, which advocated 
stockpiling weapons “to pre- 
pare for the end of the 
world.” 

The sea made headlines in 
Canada last year when two of 
its members were arrested 
and charges with weapons 
offences. 

Police at the time issued a 
warrant for Mr. Jouret. who 
Canadian Press said was be- 
lieved to have fled to Switzer- 
land. It said he had been 
found guilty in July 1993 of 
possession of weapons and 
conspiracy but was fined and 
given a conditional discharge. 


Azeri premier denies coup bid; tension remains high 


BAKU (R) — Azerbaijan’s 
prime minister laughed oft 
allegations by President 
Haydar Aliyev Wednesday 
that he was trying to grab 
supreme power, as govern- 
ment forces reported they 
had seized bade a key airport 
from rebels. 

T am not taking part in 
any coup. I went to nave a 
cup of tea. I didn’t go any- 
where,” rebel-turned- 
Premier Suret Huseinov said 
in the capital, Baku, after 
days of aimed disturbances 
both there and in Gyandzha, 
the country's second biggest 
dty. 

Mr. Aliyev, who damped a 
state of emergency on his 
nation Monday, said in a 
dramatic televised address to 
the nation early Wednesday 
that “dark forces" backed by 


pro-Huseinov troops had 
seized the airport and other 
strategic buildings in Gyand- 
zha. 

Looking tense and tired, 
he said Mr. Huseinov had 
“disappeared”. 

But, shortly after a second 
emotional speech by Mr. 
Aliyev outside the presiden- 
tial palace, Mr. Huseinov cal- 
led his own early morning 
news conference in his cen- 
tral Baku offices to announce 
he was not behind any coop 
attempt. 

An Interior Ministry offi- 
cial said later that interior 
troops had retaken Gyandzha 
Airport and other bmkfings 
there from rebels at 7 a.m. 
(0300 GMT). He had no 
word on casualties. 

Gyandzha, 300 kilometres 
northwest of Baku, is Mr. 


Husseinov’s power base. In 
1993, the young millionaire 
turned his private army 
against Azerbaijan's then 
leader, Abulfez Elcibey, and 
toppled him within weeks. 

Mr. Huseinov became pre- 
mier in an uneasy power- 
sharing deal with Mr. Aliyev, 
a former Soviet politburo 
member and KGB general 
who returned to power as 
president after Mr. EJcibey’s 
ouster. Both were closer to 
Moscow than Mr. Elcibey, a 
pro-Turkish nationalist. 

But a rift between Mr. 
Huseinov, and Mr. Aliyev 
has widened since then and 
observers have said a show- 
down was imminent 

Mr. Aliyev warned dial a 
coup threat was again coming 
from Gyandzha and perhaps 
from Russia further north. 


“In Gyandzha there are 
those forces, from abroad 
and within, who have ex- 
ploited the difficult situation 
in the country. They are 
trying to engineer a coup 
d’etat,” he said. 

Up to 10,000 Azeris mas- 
sed outside the Soviet-era 
presidential palace in central 
Baku to hear the second 
address by the 71-year-old 
Aliyev. 

Many held Azeri flags and 
portraits of Mr. Aliyev who 
proclaimed a 60-day state of 
emergency Monday. 

Mr. Huseinov, 36, insisted 
he stfll s up ports Mr. Aliyev. 
He said “independent 
groups’* in Gyandzha had 
“risen up”. He accused au- 
thorities there of corruption, 
while denying be was behind 
it. 


Patten vows closer Hong Kong cooperation with China 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Governor Chris Patten 
pledged Wednesday to work 
more dosely with China dur- 
ing the final 1,000 days of 
. British rule in Hong Kong, 
.but he reminded Beijing that 
cooperation was a two-way 
street 

In his annual policy 
address to the colony's Leg- 
islative Council, Mr. Patten 
said he would go so far as to 
give “every possible support” 
to Hong Kong’s post-1997 
S.veraor, once be or she is 
afzr cimeJ by Beijing. 


S.yfrwsss 

LO:r~::y. (Agercies) — To 
i'v e: ^r’isbmcnt he’s a cad 
a-ic a scoundrel, but if the 
story of a love affair with 
Princess Diana is true he’s a 
traitor under the law and — 
technically at least — could 
face execution. 

While Maj. James Hewitt 
ducked the verbal brickbats 
luesday, sales of a book 
alleging a five-year affair with 
the princess appeared to tap- 
er off and high sodety won- 
dered where traditional codes 
of honour have gone. 

“He has gone too far and I 
think other officers will be 
disinclined to have anything 
to do with him," said Bob 
Higson, a spokesman for the 
prestigious life guards, 
Hewitt’s former regiment. 

Princess In Love, a floridly 
written work by freelance 
journalist Anna Pasternak, 
shows Maj. Hewitt to be “a 
fully-fledged cad,” wrote 
Niall Ferguson, a fellow in 
modern history at Oxford 
University’s Jesus College 
Oxford, m the Daily Tele- 
graph. - 

But it also symbolised “the 
creeping corruption of our — 
supposedly — elite institu- 
tions,” he wrote. 

“If even the (aimed) ser- 
vices and the professions can 
no longer be depended on to 
instill a sense of decorum, 
then the legacy of the Victo- 
rians has gone forever,” he 
added. 

The book, published by 
Bloomsbury, alleges Maj. 
Hewitt first made love to 
Diana in 1986 when she in- 
vited him to dinner at Kens- 
ington Palace while her hus- 
band Prince Charles was 
away. The affair allegedly en- 
ded in 1991. 

Prince Charles, 45, and 
Princess Diana, 33, formally 
separated in December 1992. 
In June, Prince Charles ack- 
nowledged committing adul- 
tery but he did not name tbe 
woman. 

Bookstores have bought 
out the first print run of 
75,000 copies of Ms. Paster- 
nak’s book, ordered more 
than 25,000 more, and sold 
thousands of then — at 
£14.99 ($23) each — in the 
first two days of sale. W.H. 


He also pledged “full coop- 
eration" between British and 
Chinese military officials in 
the run-up to the July 1, 1997 
handover, and “immediate 
and practical help” to a Beij- 
ing committee to be set up in 
1996 to oversee the historic 
change of sovereignty. 

But Mr. Patten, responsi- 
ble for winding up more than 
150 years of British rule in 
the last major jewel of the 
empire, reminded Beijing 
once again that it most work 
harder to dear away a grow- 
ing backlog of transitional 


issues, include efforts by Bri- 
tain to extend elective demo- 
cracy in tbe territory's politic- 
al institutions prior to 1997. 

“We will do everything 
that is honourable and sensi- 
ble to cooperate with China 
for the remaining 1,000 days 
of British rule," be said. 

“Cooperation, however, is 
not a one-way street, nor is 
sincerity to be judged try 
whether one party always 
agreed with another,” he 
said. 

While there was no im- 
mediate reaction from 


Chinese officials, Mr. Patten 
told a press conference that 
be was looking forward to “a 
sincere and cooperative re- 
sponse" to fiis “sensible" 
proposals. 

But some legislators won- 
dered aloud how successful 
Mr. Patten's plea for coop- 
eration would be. 

“Whether he will succeed 
or not is of course entirely 
now for the Chinese govern- 
ment to deride,” said Martin 
Lee, leader of Hong Kong’s 
most popular political group, 
the Democratic Party. 



Princess Han 
attended the ht 
Princess rfWi 


rrfves at Kendugton Palace where she 
( of tbe East African Odyssey Exhibit by the 
Royal Regiment (AFP photo) 


Smith, the country’s biggest 
bookstore chain said it has 
sold most of its 15,000 
volumes but that demand was 
dying down. 

David Hooper, manager of 
a London branch of Water- 
stone's, said sales were hot 
Monday, but not Tuesday. 
“A lot of people are coming 
in to flick through the pic- 
tures and to get a feel of the 
writing style — but then they 
are throwing the book down 
in disgust," Mr. Hooper said. 

The author said she wrote 
tire book from conversations 
with Maj. Hewitt. Some news 
reports said has gone into 
self-imposed exfie, possibly 
somewhere in South Amer- 
ica. Prince Charles was re- 
ported to be fishing in Scot- 
land. 

Tbe Son quoted unidenti- 
fied “friends* of the princess 
as saying she was “flabber- 
gasted and shocked” by Maj. 
Hewitt's betrayal. The Daily 
Mail and the Daily Telegraph 
quoted other friends — simi- 
larly unidentified — saying 
she denied a sexual affairs. 

But the princess showed no 
signs of tension at a public 
engagement Tuesday — the 
London launch of an army 
expedition to East Africa to 


raise money for charity. 

Dressed in a long red jack- 
et and black skirt, she joked 
with soldiers of the Princess 
of Wales’ Royal Regiment, of 
which she is colonel-in-chief. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Home Office said the treason 
law of 1351, still in force, 
decrees death for various 
treacherous acts, including 
sex with the wife of the heir 
to the throne. 

The gruesome penalty was 
hanging “but not till he be 
dead,” followed by dis- 
embowlment “while yet 
alive” and slicing up into 
quarters. In 1870 the punish- 
ment was amended to 
straightforward hanging* 
Although Britain has abo- 
lished the death penalty for 
other crimes, a person “could 
stfll be executed for treason,” 
the spokeswoman said 
anonymously. 

She pointed out that Ann 
Boleyn, second wife of Henry 
vm, was beheaded in 1536 
for adultery and incest 
The last people to be ex- 
ecuted for treason were dur- 
ing World War II, “and that 
was for collaborating with the 
Germans,” said Terry Char- 
man, a historian at the Impe- 
rial War Museum. 


Reportedly unemployed 
since be was laid oft by the 
army in March, Maj. Hewitt 
now is also finished socially. 

In the upper-class world 
he frequented, “a gentle- 
man’s word is bis bond," 
wrote romance novelist 
Dame Barbara Cartland; 
Princess Diana’s former step- 
grandmother, in the tabloid 
Today. She indicated that 
Maj. Hewitt will find society 
drawing rooms and clubs 
closed to him. 

Constitutionally, the book 
has “no agnfficance what- 
soever,” according to consti- 
tutional expert Lord St. John 
of Fawsley. 

“If a divorce was agreed... 
it would not affect the 
prince's rights of succession 
to the. throne and might pm 
an end to these appalling 
invasions into the privacy of 
the prince and princess," he 
told Press Association, the 
British news agency. 

Another book 

Meanwhile, the Princess of 
Wales faces fresh claims ab- 
out her private life in another 
book due out soon, according 
to the Daily Express Wednes- 
day. 

The book by royal author 
Andrew Morton is under- 
stood to name a married man 
who is “now the central fi- 
gure in her life” said tbe 
paper. 

It added that she had 
turned to him for comfort 
and support amid the furore 
over Princess In Love. 

Tbe pair were said to be in 
constant contact by phone 
but were unable to meet 
often because of the threat of 
being seen in public. 

Yet another volume featur- 
ing the turbulent marriage of 
the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, this time-by respected 
journalist Jonathan Dimb- 
leby, is thought to be due for 
publication within weeks. 

It was on a television 
documentary by Mr. Dimb- ■ 
leby earlier this year that 
Prince Charles, who is heir to 
the British throne, confessed 
he had been unfaithful to his 
wife once it had become clear 
their marriage had irretriev- 
ably broken down. 




Policemen inspect the gun used by a young by one officer to be unprecedented for its 
couple daring a high-speed deadly car chase horror and carnage, left police authorities 
through eastern Paris late Tuesday, three outraged and prompted a silent motorcade by 
officers and a taxi driver were killed and sis 200-390 taxi drivers to protest the loss of their 
people injured in the chase. Tbe incident, said colleagues (AFP photo) 

4 killed, 6 injured in Paris shootout 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris police 
were in uproar Wednesday 
after three of their colleagues 
and a taxi driver were killed 
in a high-speed car chase and 
series of shootouts, sparking 
calls for a dampdown -on 
U.S.-style violence. 

The incident — said by one 
officer to be unprecedented 
for its horror and carnage — 
left police authorities out- 
raged and prompted a silent 
motorcade by 200-300 tax 
drivers to protest the loss of 
their colleague. 

“We have to ask ourselves 
how such blind and savage 
violence can come about,” 
said Daniel Lavaux, head of 
the largest French police un- 
ion FASP, even as full details 
of the overnight massacre 
emerged. 

“Personally I think we are 
slipping little by little towards 
an American-style society, 
that we are following in the 
footsteps of Chicago or Los 
Angeles." he said. 


Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua went to the scene 
overnight and later held an 
emergency meeting with 
senior officers at Paris Police 
Headquarters. The head of 
Paris police called the killings 
“odious.” 

The killings happened in 
an eastern suburb of Paris 
late Tuesday, after a young 
couple commandeered a taxi, 
then another vehicle, before 
finally being apprehended in 
woods outside the city. Six 
people were also wounded. 

Tbe couple were in custody 
Wednesday, the man in hos- 
pital with bullet wounds in his 
stomach and thigh. His 
female accomplice was de- 
scribed by police as “stunned 
and drained." Police said 
they were known to author- 
ities. 

The whole incident started 
■when the couple, wearing 
masks and equipped with tear- 
gas. broke into a police car- 


pound on the outskirts of 
central Paris before two 
guards and making off with 
their weapons. 

The couple subsequently 
took a taxi driver, identified 
as a Ghanaian national, and 
his client hostage and deman- 
ded to be driven to the Place 
De La Nation. 

There, in an apparent 
attempt to foil his abductors, 
the taxi driver rammed his 
car into a police vehicle car- 
rying three officers. 

When two of the police- 
men gpt out, they were shot 
immediately by the man and 
the woman, according to the 
police. One of the officers 
died instantly, the other suc- 
cumbed moments later. 

The taxi driver was killed 
in a shoot-out that erupted 
when the third policeman got 
out of the van. The officer 
and two passers-by were 
wounded in the confronta- 
tion. 



France woos Japanese emperor 


France’s political leaders revelled in the 
warmth of their ties with Japan on the second 
day of an exceptionally high-profile visit by 
Emperor Akihito and Empress Mkhiko. As 
Emperor Akihiio met Premier Edouard Balfa- 
dur and Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac, the 
French government continued the groundwork 
set by President Francois Mitterrand in prais- 
ing their Japanese counterparts. Mr. BaSadnr 
said the two countries bad “not only on a 
mutual admiration for traditions and cul- 
tures,” but also saw eye to eye on “democratic 
values and a altered desire to work towards 
world stability and economic progress.” Mr. 
Chirac, a former French premier, meanwhile 
talked of the “good relations” between France 
and Japan, saying: “Given the numerous 


subjects on which we share a common interest, 
we should talk more.” Emperor Akihiio met 
former French President Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing Wednesday and told him bow modi 
France has changed since hh last visit here in 
1953. The emperor, bn the third day of a state 
vMt to France, said in particular how much he 
was impressed by developments in French 
c ul ture, as wefi as the French way of fife, the 
former president told AFP. The photograph 
shows Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko 
(centre) stand on the steps of the Hotel 
Matignon, the prime minister’s office, where 
they were hosted Prime Minister BaOadnr 
(right) mid he wife Marie-Josephe (left) (AFP 
photo) 


French anti-European names new party 


PARIS (AFP) — Maverick 
politician Philippe De Vil- 
iiers, who made a strong 
showing in June Euro-polls 
on a radical anti-European 
ticket, Wednesday named a 
new party which he aims to 
make a key force in French 
politics. 

Mr. De Viiliers, who took a 
stunning 12 per cent in the 
European polls in June, 
named the new party, as the 
“Movement For France.” He 
has vowed to make the “third, 
force” in the French right- 
wing coalition of Premier 
Edouard Balladur. 

He told French radio that 
the new party would be 
established on Nov. 20, six 
months ahead of the pres- 


idential elections next April 
and May. 

The right-wing aristocrat 
turned politician vowed to 
launch a new party after res- 
igning last month from tbe 
Republican Party (PR), the 
scandal hit key element in the 
. government, accusing it of 
being corruption-ridden. 

French judicial officials 
have since opened a formal 
investigation into the financ- 
ing of the party, whose leafier 
Industry Ministry Gerard 
Longuet is also facing a probe 
into alleged corruption in- 
volving a Saint Tropez vil- 
la. 

Mr. De Viiliers said last 
month that he could stand in 


next year’s elections against 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, if his - ideas are not 
represented by any other 
candidates. 

The nobeleman scored a 
stunning victory in June 
Euro-elections along with 
Anglo-French millionaire Sir 
Jimmy Goldsmith at the bead 
of a list called “Ruling Major- 
ity for an Alternative 
Europe.” 

Mr. De Viiliers and Mr. Gold- 
smith only entered the race 
for the Euro elections at the 
start of the year, but pushed 
their support up by cam- 
paigning on a ticket notably 
vehement in its opposition to 
the Maastricht Treaty. 


EU sets strategy ahead of talks with East 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) — 
The European Union out- 
lined a broad strategy to bols- 
ter ties with six East Euro- 
pean nations in line to join the 
EU by the end of the decade. 

The EU foreign minister 
agreed to begin regular con- 
sultative ministerial sessions 
with Poland, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Romania and Bulgaria. Talks 
will focus on issues such as 
foreign affairs, agriculture, 
justice matters, finance and 
transportation. 

They also agreed to hold 
an annual summit meeting of 
the leaders of the 12 EU and 
six East European nations. 

The decision to launch in-* 
depth talks covering specific 
areas with its immediate 
neighbours to the East is a 


remarkable departure from 
past EU practice. 

Officials said it showed not 
just a desire to appear wel- 
coming and helpful to the 
East, but also the difficulties 
of bringing into the EU eco- 
nomies that have languished 
under communism for so 
long. 

The aim, said German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el, whose country now holds 
the EU presidency, “is to 
bring these countries towards 
and into the EU.” 

The idea is to already now 
begin debating the nuts and 
bolts of eniargment issues but 
without fixing an entry date 
or giving East Europeans a 
say in EU affairs. 

“These will not be 


decision-making meetings," 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd told reporters. 

EU Foreign Trade Com- 
missioner Leon Brittan said 
the countries of Eastern 
Europe "need to know what 
they have to do” to comply 
with EU laws and regula- 
tions. 

Officials said . the cost of 
subsidising agriculture in a 
bigger EU, along with secur- 
ity jssues, were problem 
areas to be dealt with in 
separate reports to be written 
by the EU Executive Com- 
mission. 

The Commission will also 
produce, sometime in 1995, a 
report on how to mesh the 
economies of the East Euro- 
peans into that of the EU. 


Japan largest 
user of robots 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan Re- 
mains the world’s largest user 
of industrial robots despite 
the recession, according to a 
United Nations report, the 
Kyodo News Agency re- 
ported. Japan is also enjoys 
the highest number of robots 
per worker in the industrial 
sector, with 325 robots for 
every 10,000. Singapore has 
the second highest ratio with 
109 robots per 10,000 work- 
ers, according to the report, 
issued by the U.N. Economic 
Commission for Europe. In 
1993, more than half of all 
robots used in the world were 
in Japan, accounting for 
368.000 out of 610,000 on the 
planet. Japanese supremacy 
in this sector nevertheless 
gradually crumbled in 1993 
because of the recession. The 
total number of Japanese 
robots in industry rose five 
per cent last year, the aver- 
age global, increase being six 
per cent. 

Bird pictures in 
miilion-dollarsale 

LONDON (AP) — A total of 
232 original Victorian 
watercolours painted for 
John Gould’s book The Birds 
Of Great Britain sold for 
£1,029,595 (SI. 6 million) at a 
Christie’s auction. Gould, an 
artist-naturalist, is Britain’s 
equivalent of America's John 
James Audubon, who*' 
Birds Of America issued 
from. 1827 to 1838 is the 
world's most expensive bird 
book. Gould's The Birds Of 
Great Britain is held by cri- 
tics to be the finest British 
bird book ever produced. 
The highest prices in the 
Gould sale were paid for the 
larger birds which are most 
striking in appearance, espe- 
cially the predators. A snowy 
owl watercolour sold for 
£34,500 ($54,164), a caper- 
caillie for £16,100 ($25,277) 
and a peregrine falcon for 
£11.500 ($18,055). All three 
were painted by Joseph Wolf, 
a German who is judged by 
art critics to be the best of 
Gould's three artists. The 
other two were Henry Rich- 
ter, who was of German ori- 
gin, and William Hart, who 
was English. No buyers were 
identified. Tbe 232 waterco- 
lours on offer were sold by a 
British couple who inherited 
them from tbe daughters of 
an original subscriber to T^e 
Birds Of Great Britain, 
Frederick Du Cane Godman, 
himself a naturalist who 
knew Gould. “This was the 
largest group of Gould water- 
colours to come to strength of 
the bidding.” said Andrew 
Clayton-Payne of Christie's. 
“Tbe prices for wolf were the 
highest because he is the best 
known. English; v dealers and 
collectors made up most of 
the bidders and there was 
telephone buying from in- 
stitutions andcollecrors, espe- 
cially Americans," he said. 

Soap star loses 
police hysteria 
attack case 

AVIGNON, France (AFP) 
— A French soap opera star 
was ordered to pay 3,000 
francs (5600) compensation 
Tuesday for launching ail 
hysterical .attack on police- 
man trying to breathalyse her 
chauffeur. Daniele Evenou. 
star of D alias-style TV series 
Marie Fervenche, was said, to 
have thrown herself to the 
ground in a hysterical fit, 
then launched a tirade of 
abuse at the three officers ill ’ 
the June 23 incident. The 
case was brought after the 
51 -year-old actress alleged 
that the officers “tortured” 
her, and claims to have had a 
bruise “as big as an apple.” 
She said she was off work for 
four days as a result of the 
incident. Following the court 
ruling in this southern French 
city. Tuesday, Ms. Evenou 
vowed not to pay the fine. "I 
don’t want to give a single 
franc to these men, who hit 
me and tortured me.” 

Scented fuel 
freshens up 
gas stations 

PARIS (AP) - Look out, 
Chanel. Some of the latest 
French fragrances are not 
being sold at fancy boutiques, 
but at the gas pump. Only in 
France can customers pull up 
m their Peugeots and buy 
gasoline that smells more" like 
vanilla than feel. The French 
oil company Total began fill- 
ing tanks with vanilla-scented 
gasoline and diesel fuel that’s 
lemon-fresh as part of a cam- 
Ppgn to eliminate the un- 
pleasant odour associated 
with fuel, said company 
spokeswoman Claire VielS 
Total has since decided to 
play up its perfumed product 
through tongue-in-cheek 
scratch-sniff advertisments 

wnL“’ Ppeared . in sever *» 
s magazines, includ- 
ing Elle. 
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New tremors shake Japanese city hit by quake 



Cars fallen in a crack on a road in Nemuro, in Japan’s northern 
Hokkaido Prefecture near the epicentre of a strong earthquake 
measuring 7.9 on the Richter scale which struck on Tuesday. 


KUSHIRO, Japan (R) — 
Now tremors shook this 
northern Japanese port 
Wednesday as exhausted 
workers cleaned up after an 
undersea earthquake which 
lolled nine people on nearby 
Russian islands and injured 
hundreds here. 

Tuesday night's massive 
quake, measuring 7.9 on the 
open-ended Richter Scale. 
IdUed at least nine people in 
the Russian-held Kurile Is- 
lands and injured more than 
200 on Japan's northern Hok- 
kaido Island. 

It set off up to two metre 
(six foot) high tidal waves 
which raced across the Paci- 
fic, lashing the eastern Hok- 
kaido coast and even Hawaii 
and Central American coun- 
tries like El Salvador and 
Nicaragua. 

The epicentre was in the 
pacific Ocean off Shikotan 
Island in the southern 
Kuriles, ‘about 165 miles (260 
kilometres) east of Kushiro, a 
200,000-population fishing 
port. 

Nearly 50 aftershocks, 
some as high as 7.0 on the 
Richter Scale, were felt in the 
12 hours after the first quake 
which erupted about 10 miles 
(15 kilometres) under the sea 


bed. 

Japan put aside a territorial 
dispute with Russia over the 
Kurile Islands to offer Mos- 
cow humanitarian aid. 

Hokkaido policy said 206 
people were treated in hos- 
pitals for injuries, many from 
falling objects inside homes 
and buildings and broken 
glass. 

In the Kuriles, nine people 
were killed according to' an 
official at the emergency 
situations ministry in Mos- 
cow. 

Homes and hospitals on 
Iturup and Kunashir, the 
most heavily populated is- 
lands in the chain, were dam- 
aged, he said. ITAR-TASS 
agency said eight of those 
•killed were soldiers stationed 
on the Russian-held islands 
claimed by Japan. 

The islands, called South- 
ern Kuriles by Moscow and 
the Northern Territories by 
Tokyo, were seized by the 
advancing Soviet army in the 
last days of World War II and 
Japan has demanded their 
return. 

In Kushiro Wednesday, re- 
sidents counted themselves 
lucky that the quake, de- 
scribed by U.S. seismologists 


as the “first great quake of 
1994,” did not cause more 
damage. 

t 


It caused gashes up to two 
metres deep and 10 to 20 cm 
wide in roads, bringing traffic 
to a halt in many parts of 
Hokkaido. Bridges were also 
damaged and trains ran at 
reduced speed. 

"It will be difficult for key 
parts of the port to function,” 
said Kushiro City Hall 
spokesman Seiki Watanabe. 

At nearby Nemuro. churn- 
ing waters from the tidal 
waves, heaved up three one- 
tonne fishing boats on to a 
dock and 270 homes were 
flooded. 

Thousands of people 
ordered inland from coastal 
areas most exposed to the 
tidal waves, started trickling 
back to their homes, finding 
many ©f them waterlogged. 

Kushrio residents said their 
familiarity with earthquakes 
— the area is one of the most 
active in the world — cut 
down damage and loss of life. 

Just last January Kushiro, 
the main city of eastern Hok- 
kaido, was shaken by a 7.8 
tremor. 



A worker watches a bulldozer cleaning debris quake measuring 7.9 on the Richter Scale hit 
in Kushiro, Hokkaido, afte a strong earth- this area of northern Japan (AFP photo) 


Demonstration in Zairean town halfs relief work 


30MA, Zaire (R) — Zai- 
ean youths demonstrated 
nd hijacked cadres in the 
:astern town of Goma 
Wednesday, bringing the hub 
if relief work for 800.000 
Rwandan refugees to a halt. 

The trouble erupted short- 
y after U.N. officials said 
□temational aid workers 
who fled Katale refugee 
ramp Friday because of 
ireats and violence by mili- 
tia thugs would return 
Wednesday. 

Witnesses said hundreds of 
angry Zairean youths demon- 
strated outside Goma 
Cathedral against what they 
said was the killing of a prom- 
inent business man by Zai- 
rean troops Tuesday night. 

Aid workers said scores of 
youths seized at least one and 
possibly three aid agency 
vehicles in Goma centre, trig- 
gering a security alert by aid 
agencies stopping staff mov- 
ing in the town for hours. 

"A federation car was hi- 
jacked on President Mobutu 
Avenue a few metres from 


the office by a group of young 
men who pretended they 
wanted it for a funeral,” said 
France Hurrise of the Red 
Cross. 

The official with the Inter- 
national Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies said the delegate in 
the car had been allowed out 
and had returned safely to 
the office. 

"We believe two other 
NGO ( non-governmental 
organisation) cars have been 
hijacked so there is a security 
alert and no aid workers are 
allowed to move around in- 
side Goma,” Mr. Hurtise 
added. 

An estimated one million 
Rwandan refugees who 
flooded into Goma in July 
have increased tensions be- 
tween local residents and cor- 
rupt and ill-disciplined Zai- 
rean troops who routinely de- 
mand bribes. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
spokeswoman LyndaU Sachs 
said earlier a few aid workers 
would go back to Katale 


camp. 50 kilometres north of 
Goma. 

International aid workers 
pulled out of Katalelast Fri- 
day after militia gangs seized 
control of the camp with 
270.000 residents and death 
threats were made against 
seven expatriates. 

“We are basically testing 
the goodwill of the refugees 
and their commitment. De- 
pending on how things go, we 
will progressively increase 
staffing in the camp,” Ms. 
Sachs said. 

“If the situation deterio- 
rates again of course we will 
immediately pull out,” she 
warned, adding that the 
seven aid workers said to be 
on a death list had derided 
against returning. 

She said camp leaders 
agreed Tuesday to a list of 
demands by the aid agencies 
to improve security before 
they returned. 

Four demands to avoid vio- 
lence in future included an 
investigation into the slaying 
of a Rwandan Scout leader in 


Katale last Thursday and the 
threats made against aid 
workers. 

Refugees will not be 
allowed to carry machetes on 
roads, distribution points and 
in public places in the camps 
and the main road at Katale 
will be cleared of people and 
market stalls. 

Asked how the ban on 
machetes would be enforced, 
Ms. Sachs said generally 
agencies relied on the “good 
faith of the refugees” but a 
few Zairean Gendarmes 
would be on duty for some 
days. 

She said Zairean author- 
ities were still investigating a 
report from a Belgian resi- 
dent of Goma that about 30 
Rwandan Boy Scouts were 
massacred in Katale last 
Thursday by militia gangs. 

“There are an awful lot of 
rumours flying around but of 
course we are taking it 
seriously,” she said of the 
report from Jean Wauters De 
Besterfeld, regional ahead of 
the Zairean Scout Move- 
ment. 


Search to start for sunken ferry’s lost bow door 


HELSINKI (R) — Two ves- 
sels sailed Wednesday to be- 
gin a seabed hunt for the bow 
door of the ferry Estonia 
which sheared off as the ship 
went down in heavy Baltic 
seas a week ago with the loss 
of more than 900 lives. 

The search boats, one each 
fora Finland and Estonia, 
were equipped with sidescan 
sonars — sophisticated echo- 
sounding devices of the type 
used to locate the main wreck 
*n aboiut 80 metres of water 
later Friday. 

Heimo Iivonen, a Finnish 
member of the three-nation 
board of inquiry which is 
. looking into tne cause of the 
■disaster, said the vessels were 
due at the spot where the 
Estonia sank later Wednes- 
day. 

“I hope they will do it (find 
die 60-tonne bow door) to- 
day... I think it is pretty near 
the wreck,” he told Reuters 
by telephone. If a likely ob- 
ject is detected, it will be 
verfied by underwater camer- 
as and then salvaged, he 
added. 

"There are lots of ships 
and ship parts around that 
area,” Mr. Heimonen said in 
a reference to the treacher- 
ous, current-swept place 
where the Estonia went down 
which is known as the “ships’ 
graveyard." Many wrecks lit- 
ter the seabed there. 

Exports say finding the 
bow door would help to 
establish any the Estonia sud- 
denly sank early on Sept. 28 
about 50 kilometres south- 
southeast of Utoe Island off 



A worker welds to seal the front door of the 
ferry “MarieOa” of the Viking Company. 
Such measures have been taken after prelimin- 
ary findings bad indicated that the “Estonia” 


ferry disaster was caused by the breaking off 
of (be front cargo door during a storm after 
the locks failed (AFP photo) 


southwestern Finland. 

Of the more than 1,000 
people aboard, more than 
800 bodies are believed to be 
entombed in the wreckage. 
Ninety-three bodies have 
been recovered and only 137 
people survived one of the 
worst maritime disasters this 
century. 

No derision has yet been 

made on salvaging the wreck. 

A vessel owned by the 
Norwegian company Stult 
Cumex Seaway, specialist in 
underwater operations, was 
standing by at the southern 
port of Hanko, the Finnish 
News Agency (STT) re- 
ported. 


Company official Leif Wal- 
linl said the company had 
conducted negotiations with 
authorities blit had not yet 
received any assignment in 
connection with the sunken 
ferry. 

Hie company said it has 

the expertise to recover the 
victims inside the ship and 

also to salvage the Estonia. 

Separately, maritime au- 
thorities from Finland and 
Sweden were due to meet in 
Helsinki Wednesday to dis- 
cuss the disaster. No details 
of the session were im- 
mediately available. 

The board of inquiry, with 

members from Estonia, Fin- 


land and Sweden, has said it 
is certain that water rushing 
on to the ferry’s car deck 
caused it to lose stability and 
sink. 

Video of the wreck, re- 
leased earlier this week, 
shows that the door, or visor, 

which is supposed to swing up 
in port to let vehicles on and 
off the ship, is missing. 

Investigators said a locking 
device on the moveable outer 
bow door had failed, but they 
could not yet say why. 

An inner ramp had, after 
being battered by stormy 
seas, let water flood onto the 
ship's car deck, the board 

said. 


Deputies criticise Yeltsin at 
stormy parliament opening 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Parlia- 
ment’s lower house or Duma 
opened what promised to be 
a stormy session Wednesday 
amid general hostility to 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
the government, with a vote 
of no confidence on the 
cards. 

Communist Deputy Viktor 
Ilyukhin went so for as to 
launch a personal attack on 
Mr. Yeltsin, referring to the 
president's “illness of alco- 
holism” and to his being un- 
well during the return leg of 
his recent trip to the United 
States. 

Mr. Ilyukhin repeated a 
proposal made by him in the 
past to create “a committee 
to examine the president's 
state of health” and said he 
was “visibly incapable of gov- 
erning." 

Earlier Mr. Yeltsin, whose 
government could face a vote 
of no confidence in parlia- 
ment, sent a conciliatory 
message to lower house de- 
puties opening the session on 
the government’s economic 
reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s letter, read 
by speaker Ivan Rybkin. 
urged them to work and said 
Mr. Yeltsin was delighted 
that “the pessimistic forecasts 
of the stan of the year that it 
would be impossible for the 


legislative and executive 
powers to collaborate nor- 
mally did not prove true.” 

“I am always ready to 
cooperate with the deputies,” 
Mr. Yeltsin's message said. 

Mr. Rybkin said in his 
opening remarks that the 
“government is not ideal and 
we have not as yet seen a 
definite change in the eco- 
nomy,” strug glin g under the 
transition from a communist 
to a free-market system. 

But Vyacheslav Marychev, 
a member of ultra-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky's 
Liberal Democratic Party of 
Russia, criticised Mr. Yeltsin 
for sending a letter to the 
deputies instead of “coming 
before (them) in person as he 
should have done.” 

Russian Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov 
compared the situation to 
"that in 1917. The president 
no longer governs, the gov- 
ernment is out of control and 
the parliament is incapable of 
canying out its own deri- 
sions,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Tuesday 
he might allow Communist 
Party members into the Rus- 
sian government. 

Some 315 deputies were on 
hand for the opening session 
of the Duma, following the 


summer recess, well past the 
225 needed for a quorum. 

According to sources close 
to parliament the deputies 
the deputies could decide to 
hold a vote of no confidence 
in the government for what 
critics feel is its failure to 
tackle the economic crisis. 
The report said this was likely 
to happen in the first few 
days of the session when im- 
plementation of the govern- 
ment’s programme of econo- 
mic reforms comes under 
dicussion. 

The Duma, elected in De- 
cember 1993, has a total 450 
seats. The biggest single 
group is the reformist bloc 
Russia's Choice, with 96 
seats. 

Though the opposition 
does not have an absolute 
majority in parliament it 
makes up a forceful minority 
that the sources said might 
get backing from some cen- 
trist and reformist deputies 
also unhappy with economic 
reforms. 

The autumn session will 
also work out details on 
several other legislative texts, 
notably a penal code and a 
fiscal code. 

Criticis are blaming the 
government for the crisis in 
agriculture — a poor harvest 


despite heavy subsidies, 
which the powerful agrarian 
lobby nevertheless considers 
inadequate — for the fall of 
the ruble in recent months, 
and for the shortfall in de- 
liveries of essentia] supplies 
to the northern territories (in 
the Arctic Circle), which are 
traditionally in difficulty. 

Mr. Yeltsin also faces tense 
debate on flaming the legisla- 
tion needed to bring the fonc- 
tioning of the institutions of 
state (parliament, govern- 
ment, presidency) into line 
with the Russian constitution 
adopted last December. 

The division of power of 
the different bodies, which 
was modified by the new 
constitution, has not yet been 
enshrined in well-defined 
laws. 

The Council of the Federa- 
tion, the upper house of par- 
liament, also comes back 
from its recess Wednesday. It 
is expected to debate the 
division of powers between 
the 89 territorial entities of 
the federation and the centre. 

The question is all the 
more sensitive now because 
of the separatist conflict in 
Chechnya and tension run- 
ning high in other parts of the 
northern Caucasus including 
between Ossetia and neigh- 
bouring Ingushetia. 


Berlusconi 


Mandela invites Clinton to S. Africa 


faces 

serious 

crisis 

ROME (AP) — Premier Sil- 
vio Berlusconi's dash with 
anti-corruption prosecutors 
deepened Wednesday with 
the resignation of the justice 
minister and suggestions that 
probes could be moving to- 
ward the media magnate. 

The resignation of Alfredo 
Biondi was linked to a pub- 
lished interview by one of the 
prosecutors investigating Mr. 
Berlusconi's media holdings. 

The prosecutor criticised 
Mr. Biondi for his settlement 
speculating whether the pro- 
secutors were guide political 
motives. 

The government rejected 
I Mr. Biondi’s resignation. But 
| it was unclear whether Mr. 

1 Biondi would demand to step 
down and become the first 
member to leave the 5- 
month-old cabinet. 

Mr. Berlusconi has become 
increasingly critical of Milan- 
based prosecutors leading the 
probes into political corrup- 
tion and other abuses. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s media 
and retail company, Fininvest 
SPA, has been implicated in 
investigations into kickbacks 
paid to government tax au- 
ditors in return for favour- 
able reports. Investigators 
also have begun scrutinizing 
Fininvest’s stake in a pay- 
television service to see if 
fre .t companies were used to 
give Fininvest more than its 
legal maximum 10 per cent 
ownership. 

Mr. Berlusconi could place 
his bo rad casting licence in 
jeopardy if inegularities are 
found in the ownership of 
Telepiu, the pay-TV channel. 

In a interview published 
Wednesday, Mr. Berlusconi 
implied that his media hold- 
ing company, Finninvest 
SPA, has been singled out by 
judges. 

“I believe that there is a 
real hatred in their confronta- 
tions with a single industrial 
group.” 

There have been rumours 
that Berlusconi could himself 
become a target of a probe. 

The Milan Stock Market 
was already nervous over the 
rumours and Mr. Biondi's 
announcement sent stocks 
plunging. Hie lira also fell 
against major currencies. 

In the interview with Cor- 
riere Della Sera, prosecutor 
Saverio Borrelli said the 
probe into Telepiu could 
reach “very high financial 
and political levels.” 

He also criticised Mr. 
Biondi for statements ques- 
tioning the motives behind 
the media probe. 

The resignation came as 
Mr. Berlusconi's coalition 
faced a major clash with Pres- 
ident Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. 
who has objected that he 
failed to be sufficiently con- 
sulted on the government's 
austerity budget. 

A government spokesman 
said Mr. Berlusconi was 
"satisfied with the outcome” 

of his meeting Wednesday 
with Mr. Scalfaro, but there 
was no other details given. 

The prospect for more gov- 
ernment turmoil has financial 
traders predicting a slump for 
the lira, which has risen and 
fallen along with the fortunes 
of the Berlusconi govern- 
ment. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
toasted U.S. President Bill 
Clinton during a state dinner 
at the White House late 
Tuesday and invited him on a 
formal visit to South Africa. 

Mr. mandela stressed the 
“enduring partnership” be- 
tween the United States and 
South Africa, thanked Amer- 
ica for helping to end apar- 
theid but warned that the 
struggle was not over. 

At a White House welcom- 
ing ceremony, Mr. Mandela 
pleaded for increased U.S. 
investment to underpin 
democratic reforms in his 
country. 

Mr. Clinton toasted Mr. 
Mandela as "a genuine in- 
spiration to the American 
people and the freedom- 
loving people of the world.... 
who still marvel at the price 


you paid for your convic- 
tion.” 

Mr. Mandela, 76. was a 
political prisoner for more 
than 27 years before becom- 
ing president in May- 

Accompanied by his 
daughter, Zinzi Mandela- 
Hlongwane, Mr. Mandela 
appeared delighted to meet 
with several black leaders 
and personal friends at the 
dinner, including Coretta 
Scott King and Nobel Prize- 
winning South African writer 
Nadine Gordimer. 

Among the nearly 200 
guests were Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, former New York 
Mayor David Dinkins, sin- 
gers Harry Belafonte and 
Whitney Houston, and sever- 
al prominent businessmen. 

It was the first formal state 
dinner held in the East Room 
of the White House since 


1902, when the Crown Prince 
of Prussia was the guest of 
honour. 

Mr. Mandela opened his 
four-day state visit here a day 
after telling the United Na- 
tions General Assembly in 
New York that the world 
body must fight poverty with 
the same determination it 
directed at apartheid. 

Five months after Mr. 
Mandela took office follow- 
ing South Africa’s first multi- 
racial elections, the country 
was making slow progress in 
its drive ot develop its eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Clinton, who was ex- 
pected to announce a pack- 
age of economic aid for South 
Africa this week, pledged to 
Mr. Mandela that the United 
States "will walk every mile 
with you and that we will not 
grow weary on the way." 


Meciar to form Slovak government 


BRATISLAVA (AFP) — 
Former Slovakian Premier 
Vladimir Meciar said 
Wednesday that his lack of a 
parliamentary majority 
raised questions about the 
effectiveness of the coalition 
government he had been 
asked to form. 

In his first published com- 
ment on his electoral success 
in an interview published by 
the daily Slovenska Republi- 
ka which he partly owns, Mr. 
Meciar said the elections “did 
not resolve the polarisation 
of Slovakia.” 

Mr. Meciar said the results 
from the poll Friday and 
Saturday failed to overcome 
the political impasse and 
would result in problems with 
parliament as his dominant 


Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia (HZDS) did not 
have a parliamentary major- 
ity. 

Mr. Meriar's party won 61 
seats out of the total 150 in 
parliament, and he noted that 
by adding the nine seats of 
the nationalist Slovak 
National Party (SNS) he 
could count on the support of 
70 deputies — short of an 
absolute majority. 

Mr. Meciar also criticised 
the proportional electoral 
system, saying it had caused a 
"rather deep crisis” and 
proved its “inefficiency." 

The vote also demons- 
trated that "a type of govern- 
ment with a broad coalition is 
not viable," he went on. 

President Michal Kovac 


asked Mr. Meciar, his arch- 
rival, Tuesday to form a 
coalition government. 

Mr. Meciar said he would 
seek "stable partners and 
agreements" in forming a 
new cabinet. 

He indicated that in addi- 
tion to the SNS he would also 
approach the radical left Slo- 
vak Workers Association as 
“our platforms are the 
closest." 

Noting the "major defeat" 
electorally for the ex- 
communist Democratic Left 
Party (SDL), which had been 
in the outgoing coalition gov- 
ernment and won 18 seats in 
the polls, Mr. Meciar said 
that Slovakia was “confirm- 
ing its national-democratic 
path." 


India says plague crisis over 
but more nations impose curbs 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia declared the two-week- 
long plague crisis nearly over 
Wednesday, but China and 
Thailand joined other coun- 
tries in tightening restrictions 
on the enny of Indian nation- 
als. 

Despite the moves by Beij- 
ing and Bangkok, there were 
indications that the plague- 
related embargo of India may 
be easing as Russia's Aerof- 
lot and Air Canada said they 
may resume regular flights 
here later this week. 

Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad 
said several Gulf states were 
also expected to resume 
flying to India this week. 

The Indian government, in 
a move to make up for losses 
suffered by its travel industry 
from the plague outbreak, 
asked airlines and hotels 
meanwhile to offer huge dis- 
counts in a bid to lure back 
wary tourists. 

In other developments. 
World Health Organisation 
Director-General Hiroshi 
Nakajima was scheduled to 
arrive here Thursday while 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani post- 
poned his visit to India. 

A new date for the Iranian 
leader's trip has not been 
fixed, officials said. 

Ashish Kumar Mukherjee, 
India's director-general of 
health services. Wednesday 
asserted that the epidemic, 
which has left 53 people 
dead, was all but over and 
ruled out any further risk of 
contamination. 

New Delhi Chief Minister 


Madan Lai Khurana said 
however that crowds will be 
limited on Oct. 14 during 
Dusshera — a Hindu festival 
which draws millions to city 
parks — as a precaution 
against the infectious disease. 

'Mr. Mukherjee said the 
panic following the outbreak 
of bubonic plague in the 
western state of Maharashtra 
and the more virulent 
pneumonic variety in adjoin- 
ing Gujarat stemmed basical- 
ly from “ignorance and ex- 
aggerated reports." 

Despite Indian claims that 
the outbreak is under con- 
trol, China Wednesday 
turned back five Indian 
nationals after they were 
given a choice between 
quarantine and returning 
home, an Indian embassy offi- 
cial said in Beijing. 

Thailand tightened im- 
migration laws and stopped 
issuing visas to Indians in a 
bid to keep plague out of its 
territory. The suspension will 
last until the disease is 
brought under control, offi- 
cials said in Bangkok. 

Ethiopian Airlines sus- 
pended flights to plague-free 
Bombay situated near Gu- 
jarat. where the disease was 
first diagnosed on Sept. 20. 

Aviation Minister Azad 
said he "regretted" the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
decision to cut off flights to 
India but said they may be 
resumed within two or three 
days. 

He added that flag-carrier 

Air India would also resume 

flights soon to the Gulf, 


where more than one million 
Indians are employed. 

GCC members Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain. Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the Ltaited Arab 
Emirates (UAE) severed air 
and sea links with India last 
week as a preventive mea- 
sure. The UAE also stopped 
issuing visas to Indians. 

Qatar decided Wednesday 
to reopen air links with India, 
the official Qatari News 
Agency (QNA) said. 

But Doha would “only 
function as a transit airport,” 
a Communications Ministry 
spokesman told QNA. 

All planes in transit would 
be “subjected to strict mea- 
sures decided jointly by the 
Health and Interior Minis- 
tries," he added. 

In Montreal, an Air Cana- 
da spokesman said the airline 
would probably resume 
flights to New Delhi this 
week. He said the airline had 
begun selling rickets for its 
four weekly flights. 

Indian officials here said 
the Russian embassy had 
assured them that Aeroflot 
would resume flights by 
Saturday. 

Two top Indian health offi- 
cials were in the Gulf 
Wednesday trying to per- 
suade health authorities there 
that the plague epidemic has 
been contained. 

In a related development. 
New Delhi announced the 
setting up of a high-level 
panel to try and control the 
fallout of the plague outbreak 
on tourism and trade, and 
urged the industry to slash 
tariffs by 50 per cent. 
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Democracy 

Israeli 


a la 


IN CASE someone hasn't heard, there is this piece of 
interesting news from Cairo, where Israelis and 
Palestinians this week tried to thrash out an accord on 
expanding self-rule to the rest of the West Bank. The 
Israeli negotiators have told their Palestinian interlo- 
cutors that the Jewish state would not allow opponents 
of the autonomy accord to stand as candidates in the 
proposed elections to a Palestinian self-rule council. 

The three conditions placed by the Israelis on 
candidates to the elections are: Acceptance in princi- 
ple of the autonomy accord, no harbouring of any 
desire to destroy Israel and abstention from “radst” 
propaganda. 

The Israeli demands of coarse are a blatant 
violation of the principles inherent in the autonomy 
agreement, which leaves it to the Palestinians to 
conduct the elections in the best democratic manner 
possible. In fact, one of the very basic political 
presumptions that prompted the international com- 
munity to throw its weight behind the autonomy deal 
is the conviction that the Palestinian entity that 
emerges in the West Bank and Gaza Strip would be 
democratic, concerned with human rights and truly 
representative of the Palestinian people. 

Thus the Israeli stand at Cairo can only undermine 
everything that democracy means: The basic right to 
adopt political positions, the freedom of thought and 
belief and the freedom to express opinions. 

Indeed, the law has to take its course If the right to 
freedom of expression is misused and turned in a 
racist direction by anyone, bnt that is never a 
precondition for the right to exercise democratic 
rights. Besides, in the case, it is also known that the 
draft Palestinian election law bars parties with racist 
platforms anyway. 

Obviously, Israel Is demanding from the Palesti- 
nians that every measure be adopted to ensure that 
the self-rule council would not be “radicalised” even 
if it means total disregard for the people’s right to free 
dunce. Whether a “non-radical” autonomy council 
would fit in with the programmes of the PLO 
leadership is not an issue here since that is not the way 
democracy works. 

For decades, we have been reminded by the West, 
mduding the media, that the Jewish state had the 
broadest form of liberal democracy in the Middle East 
and that was one of the reasons that it enjoyed 
political sympathies and almost unlimited material 
support from the Western nations, particularly the 
United States. Very conveniently overlooked in the 
bargain, however, are the paradoxes and ironies in 
the Israeli version of democracy, inducting the fact 
Jewish Israelis were more equal in the eye of the 
Israeli law than the Palestinians and the Israeli Arabs. 

Tbe Israelis, in this regard, need not look very far 
to know that their experiment with outlawing fun- 
damentalist thinking will simply not work. 

Here in Jordan, the make-up erf our parliament and 
the existence of political parties here that do not see 
eye to eye with some of tbe policies of the leadership 
are the best supporting evidence. 

Even though the platforms adopted by some of the 
Jordanian parties are dramatically opposed to what 
the government believes in, Jordan does not believe in 
elimina ting those voices by refusing them the chance 
to represent themselves as their supporters. 

Equal right to seek power through constitutional 
means and the election process is a base tenet of 
democracy. And by trying to stifle the voices of dissent 
among the Palestinians, Israel will only be fuelling tbe 
fire. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


CONTRARY TO what Western media has been claiming, 
Iraq does not have any more mass destruction weapons 
because all that it had was either destroyed in the war or 
through the U.N- inspection teams, said Ibrahim Al Absi in 
Al Ra’L The writer said it was well-known that influential 
powers at the U.N. Security Council had been preventing 
any moves to end the embargo on Iraq but it was the duty 
of the rest of the world community to act immediately and 
save millions of Iraqis whose lives are in danger, Mr, Absi 
wrote. He urged the Arab masses to end the sufferings of 
their Iraqi kinsmen and to act now to lift the sanctions by 
all possible means. There is no more justification for 
maintaining the embargo because Iraq has complied with 
all the U.N. resolutions, and there can be no reason for the 
Arabs to remain silent as they see their brothers and sisters 
dying of hunger and" disease, stressed the writer. There can 
be no justification for the Arabs to lift their siege or end 
their boycott of Israel at a time when they continue to 
condone the unjust embargo on Iraq, Mr. Absi said. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustonr reflected on the current 
battle behind the scenes to elect a speaker for Parliament 
saying that there were more important issues which should 
attract the attention of the deputies. Taher Adwan said that 
while it was the right of deputies to debate the question of 
their speaker in the coming session but other issues like the 
developments in the Middle East region, the economy, 
poverty and unemployment were indeed more important 
issues requiring more serious attention. 


The View from Academia 


By Ahmad Y. 


Teacher supervision — a task taken lightly 




PERIODICALLY, our school system of education ought 
to be subjected either to fundamental or to cosmetic 
modifications and changes. One crucial matter which needs 
serious reconsideration is that of teacher supervision. 

The system of supervision works in essentially the 
following maimer. In order to find out whether teachers are 
doing their job properly or not or whether they are 
receiving the help they need to carry ont their duties to the 
best of their ability or not, tbe Ministry Of Education 
appoints, in addition to the headmaster (who is expected to 
keep a dose eye on everything that goes cm in the school), 
persons it calls supervisors. These are specialists in the 
various subjects who have had, presumably, an excellent 
experience m teaching and a first-hand knowledge of the 
difficulties and problems involved in the teaching of a 
particular subject. Thus, there is a supervisor for Math, for 
English, for History, etc. 

Supervisors are entrusted with a variety of tasks. Among 
such tasks are: a) training teachers, both old and new, to 
teach revised or new curricula, b) consulting with senior/ 
experienced teachers in assessing the already existing 
curricula, c) providing constant advice and guidance to 
teachers regarding any specific quern' es or obstades which 
they may encounter in a particular subject, and d) evaluat- 
ing die performance of teachers in the subjects of their 
specialty. 

The latter is the most prominent. Every academic year, 
tbe supervisor visits the teacher once or twice, attends a 
dass of his choosing without warning tbe teacher before- 
hand, sits in dass and listens attentively as the teacher gives 
the lesson, asks the students a few questions toward the end 
of the dass about tbe material that has just been explained 
to them and about previous material. When the class is 
over, the supervisor meets with the teacher and tells him 
what he thinks of his performance and of the performance 
of the students. The teacher is given ample time to observe 
and comment The supervisor, who meets with the 
headmaster before or after the lesson, then leaves, drafts 
an evaluation report, and mails it to the school. In it, the 


teacher finds a detailed assessment of his performance and 
a rating on tbe scale of Excellent, Very Good, Good, and 
Poor. Such rating, which counts toward promotion, carries 
30 per cent of the final weight tberemaining70percemof 
which is determined by the headmaster. 

In theory, the system appears quite plausible and 
valuable. In practice, however, there are many serious 
flaws and problems with it. I have had the opportunity 
recently to talk to a huge number of teachers and a few 
supervisors about it. Almost all expressed their extreme 
dissatisfaction with how it is applied, even though they all 
admit its potential value. 

Following are a few significant reservations and objec- 
tions. 

1. Tbe supervisor meets with the teacher once or twice a 
year. Clearly, this is not sufficient. How can the supervisor 
form a solid opinion of tbe teacher’s performance on tbe 
basis of one or two brief visits? Taking into account that 
different students respond to different subjects differently 
(no two human beings are identical), how is the supervisor 
expected to help toe teacher overcome obstacles and 
impediments faced by students be has seen once or twice a 
year? In other words, ought not supervisors to build a 
relationship with teachers and students to make their job 
meaningful, and not just symbolic? 

They ought to spend more time in toe field to get to 
know toe teachers better, to get to know the students 
better, and to break the ice with both. Teachers, especially 
those who have more years of experience in teaching than 
those who are expected to supervise them, can be quite 
sensitive to criticism and quite uncomfortable about being 
evaluated. Students can be either confused about the whole 
matter of supervision or intimidated: for many of them, toe 
time when toe supervisor shows up is either a time for show 
off or a time to be silent and to behave. In a word, 
supervisors need to understand that their job is not just 
evaluative but cooperative. 

2. Because supervisors are usually pressed for time and 
because they cannot show up as frequently and constantly 


as desired, they tend to rely a- — - 

and assessment of toe headma ster. At one lev*, 
nothing wrong with this. Headmasters i 

time in the school and they know Che teachers wefl and, to *. ] 
lesser* 1 ' degree, the stSs. Howevj^ 1 ^ — 3 
neither infallible nor 100 per cent 
their own biases and prejudices. 
supervisor is supposed to be mi equal 
headmaster, not a follower. It is much healthier; and much 
closer to toe truth when we have diversity of optm ogg 
multiplicity of -perspective, and plurality of positioBS and 
stands. If the supervisor is to copy the headmastersrepqrr 
verbatim, as often happens, what is toe use of havmg faming 
the first place? The supervisor needs to be independent . 
needs to assert his own opinion, needs to prern oe ns rife: 
another channel through which we can get at the truth. For 
this, he needs to make his visits more frequent, and. to da 
his homework more diligently. The fact tha t there i s Cray- 
one supervisor for every 60 teachers is not re assmm g. Tly 
ministry needs to double, triple, and quadruple their 

number. . 

3. It is obvious from talking to teachers ana superv isors 
that many of the latter are not qualified to do the job. More 
than one teacher insisted that those supervisors who arc - 
truly convincing or potentially successful ar e quit e few. 
One teacher says, “One out of every ten supervisors knows 
bow to do the job right. Most are either careless or 
incompetent.” Part of toe problem here is that supervisors 
are not chosen with care. A good teacher may not 
necessarily make a good supervisor. This is one. But also 
not all those desiring to be supervisors (the job is attractive 
to many) or who can pull strings here and there to get 
appointed ought to be appointed. 

We have to take the business of advising seriously. We 
have to exercise a great deal of wisdom in choosing 
supervisors. We complain that our teachers are on toe 
whole not up to the standards, and neither are our. 
headmas ters. Should not the supervisors at least be a fittie 
more competent and impressive? 




New realism 
among leaders 


By Roger Matthews 

PROGRESS towards a last- 
ing settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and toe price 
of oil are the two most 
obvious factors likely to in- 
fluence the performance of 
Middle East economies in 
toe year ahead. However, 
neither is susceptible to 
accurate forecasting, and 
both can be severely 
affected by toe invariably 
unpleasant political shocks 
for which toe Middle East 
has become rightly noto- 
rious. 

The chain of events set in 
motion by first, the invasion 
of Kuwait by Iraq in August 
1990, and second, by toe 
outline peace accord signed 
by Israel and toe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation in 
September 1993, is still 
being played out. The Gulf 
war and toe putative Arab- 
Israeli peace agreement has 
prompted some Western 
leaders and their advisers to 
conclude that the inplica- 
tioos' of toe Soviet Union’s 
departure from tbe Middle 
East political equation has 
finally been understood and 
has provoked a new realism 
among leaders in toe re- 
gion. 

This argument suggests 
that the overwhelming su- 
periority of U.S. and Israeli 
military forces is obvious 
even to toe most militant. 
Presdient Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq has been cowed, and 
toe radical clerics in Iran 
have been contained. Col. 
Muammar Qadhafi of 
Libya is a shadow of his 
former provocative self, 
while Yasser Arafat, chair- 
man of toe PLO, is now a 
welcome guest at toe White 
House, and may be fol- 
lowed, perhaps 'before too 
long, by President Hafez Al 
Assad of Syria. 

There is a strong body of 
opinion within the U.S. 
State Department that be- 
lieves the peace process is 
now irreversible, whatever 
toe short-term difficulties. 
“The fundamentals for a 
lasting peace are almost all 
in place, in large part be- 
cause the key players have 
run out of alternatives,” 
said a senior official recent- 
ly. “Negotiations, especial- 
ly between Israel and Syria 
will be very hard but both 
sides are now fully commit- 
ted to toe process.” 

Less cheerfully, there 
also appears to be a broad 
measure of agreement that 
the economic dividends 
flowing from the peace pro- 
cess will be slow to emerge. 
International investors will 
initially be cautious, while 
more fruitful regional coop- 
eration will almost certainly 
have to await toe actual 
signing of peace treaties. 
Tourism could be an early 
beneficiary, as could re- 
lated transport projects in- 
volving shared airports and 
ports on tbe Israel- 
Jordanian border. But fear 
of Israeli economic domina- 
tion will make Arab gov- 


ernments hesitant about 
larger-scale projects, and 
there is little political en- 
thusiasm for lifting the 
primary boycott against 
Israel despite its slow ero- 
sion. Within the Palestinian 
territories from which Israel 
has already withdrawn 
progress in utilising S2.4bn 
aid committed for the next 
five yean is proving pain- 
fully slow. 

The emergence of stron- 
ger inflationary pressures in 
Israel has prompted succes- 
sive interest rate rises this 
year which has led to a 
scaling down of growth 
forecasts. But Israel’s 
longer-term prospects of 
more sustained export-led 
growth can only have been 
enhanced by the new mar- 
kets which have opened up 
as a consequence of the 
peace process. In the 
medium term, however, 
there seems little prospect 
of reducing tbe heavy arms 
spending burden on the 
national budget, with Israel 
determined to enhance the 
technological advantage it 
enjoys over its Arab neigh- 
bours. 


There is a strong body 
of opinion within the 
U.S. State Department 
that believes the peace 
process is now irrev- 
ersible, whatever the 
short-term difficulties. 
“The fundamentals 
for a lasting peace are 
almost all in place, in 
large part because the 
key players have run 
out of alternatives,” 
said a senior official 
recently. 


The same military ex- 
penditure pattern is being 
repeated in tbe Gulf where 
the fears and suspicions cre- 
ated by the eight-year Iraq- 
Iran conflict and toe subse- 
quent Gulf war have only 
partialy subsided. Despite a 
worsening budget deficit, 
which this year prompted 
an attempt to cut official 
spending by 20 per cent, 
Saudi Arabia continues to 
give precedence to streng- 
thening its defences. 

The government has 
been forced to negotiate a 
slowdown in payments on 
military aircraft purchases 
from the U.S. but the over- 
all procurement program- 
me remains largely un- 
touched. 

The effects are being 
most sharply felt by civil 
contractors and other gov- 
ernment suppliers who 
complain of steadily 
worsening payments delays. 
While this may contribute 
to an apparent narrowing of 
the budget deficit at toe end 
of toe financial year, the 
warning bells sounded by 
toe IMF in 1993 have not' 
been silenced. The danger 
of toe total government 
debt rising as a percentage 


of gross domestic product 
from the present level of 
about 58 per cent to 80 per 
cent by J997 has not re- 
ceded. And m the absence 
of a sustained rise in toe 
price of oil, a squeeze on 
commercial banks' liquidity 
as a result of official bor- 
rowing could yet harm the 
development of the private 
sector which is supposed to 
act as the main motor of 
economic growth. 

The widening fiscal gap 
created by static or falling 
government revenues, and 
rising recurrent and capital 
expenditure, goes to the 
core of toe problem feeing 
toe Arab Gulf states. Slow- 
ly, governments are being 
forced to accept that toe 
all-embracing welfare state 
cannot be financed inde- 
finitely. Deeper cuts will 
have to be made and issues 
of taxation addressed. The 
reluctance of governments 
to grasp this particular net- 
tle indicates toe impact such 
reforms may have on poli- 
tical stability. 

More immediate con- 
cerns in the Gulf are fo- 
cused on Iran and Iraq, and 
particularly when the U.N. 
will decide that Baghdad 
has met the conditions im- 
posed by Security Council 
resolutions. The conse- 
quent resumption of Iraq 
oil exports has obvious im- 
plications for oil prices, and 
it will also open the door for 
international companies 
already seeking business in 
Iraq. Demands for war re- 
parations and toe payment 
of substantial debt arrears 
are certain to amount to 
well over $150bn and to 
take many years to resolve. 

Iran will be in toe fore- 
front of those countries 
seeking compensation for 
the damage inflicted during 
its eight-year war with Iraq. 
Declining oil war revenues 
and a ballooning interna- 
tional debt have exacer- 
bated Tehran’s reconstruc- 
tion problems while con- 
tinued political rivalries 
have blocked most attempts 
at introducing market- 
oriented reforms. Iran con- 
tinues to be a valuable mar- 
ket for Europe and Japan, 
but toe combination of U.S. 
hostility and poor economic 
management suggests that 
in the absence of signifi- 
cantly higher oil price there 
is little chance of real 
growth. 

Among the brighter spots 
in a generally lacklustre 
Middle East, Morocco and 
Tunisia stand out as coun- 
tries which are addressing 
their structural problems 
while aiming to promote 
export-led growth through 
a closer association with the 
European Union. But they, 
too, are forced to keep a 
wary eye on neighbouring 
Algeria where the Impact of 
Islam as a political force 
provides another potent ex- 
ample of the dangers which 
arise when inept govern- 
ments fail to tackle toe most 
basis needs of their popula- 
tion. The Financial Times. 


Clinton and ‘merchant’ 
diplomacy— getting it right 


By Thomas L. Friedman 
in Washington 

THE PAST FEW weeks 
have provided a revealing 
study in contrasts between 
the Ginton foreign econo- 
mic policy and tbe Clinton 
foreign security policy. To 
put it bluntly, Mr. Clinton's 
foreign economic policy 
tends to be everything that 
toe rest of his foreign policy 
is not: The strategy has 
been fairly consistent, even 
if the tactics varied; his 
goals have been generally 
well-articulated, toe payoff 
for toe American public 
dear-cur, and the passions 
of toe president obviously 
engaged. 

When it came to Bosnia, 
Somalia and even Haiti, the 
president often seemed un- 
able to make a connection 
between bis goals and toe 
means he was ready to 
spend to achieve them. But 
that has not been toe case in 
much of his economic di- 
plomacy. 

Take Russia, for inst- 
ance. One of toe most diffi- 
cult tasks for toe adminis- 
tration was to figure out 
how to use American and 
international aid to help in- 
duce Moscow toward tough 
free-market reforms, with- 
out destabilising President 
Boris N. Yeltsin, who 
would have to sell the pack- 
age to his people. Dangling 
the aid was a bit like trying 
to lure a mouse with a bit of 
cbeese. If you put the 
cheese too dose, toe mouse 
just eats it. If you put toe 
cheese too far away, the 
mouse can’t see iL After 
some fits and starts, Mr. 
Ginton, who met with Mr. 
Yeltsin here last week, got 
it just about right, and 
while the main credit for 
reform must go to toe Rus- 
sians, the American role 
has been positive. 

While toe administration 
has groped for an over- 
arching theme to its foreign 
policy, it has a pretty dear 
one in its economic di- 
plomacy. Early on, it 
named 10 countries as “Big 
Emerging Markets" — 
countries like India, Brazil 
and Indonesia — and it has 
systematically worked with 
American business execu- 
tives to make sure they are 
exploiting toe opportunities 
there. On the broader ques- 
tion of trade, the president, 
in defiance of the old-time 
labour mandarins in his 
own party , has staked out a 
position in favour of free 
trade and opening markets 
and has stuck to it, fighting 
with all his credibility for 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement and the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade. 

Much to the administra- 
tion's frustration, though, 
Mr. Clinton has gotten 
almost no credit for these 
policies from the very con- 
stituency that has most be- 
nefited from his merchant 
diplomacy — toe American 
business community. It is 
almost as though American 


business leaders cannot 
grasp that a Democratic 
president is pursuing their 
interests so intently. What- 
ever tbe reason, business 
leaders are not in Mr. Clin- 
ton’s pocket, even though 
they seem to be picking it 
quite regularly. It is almost 
though business leaders 
have not forgiven Mr. Clin- 
ton for bis original sin — 
rising taxes on high-income 
earners jn his first year. But . 
consider tins: Mr. GintoiT 
has won passage of NAF- 
TA, and if Congress passes 
GATT this year, he may 
well deserve to be remem- 
bered as one of the biggest 
tax-cutters in history, since 
toe two agreements lower 
tariffs — which are taxes on 
imports — by billions of 
dollars over toe next de- 
cade. 


Mach to the admi- 
nistration’s frustra- 
tion, though, Mr. 
Clinton has gotten 
almost no credit for 
these policies from 
the very constituen- 
cy that has most be- 
nefited from his 
merchant diplomacy 
— the American 
business commun- 
ity. It is almost as 
though American 
business leaders 
cannot grasp that a 
Democratic presi- 
dent is pursuing 
their interests so in- 
tently. 


That Mr. Clinton has 
been so much more adept at 
merchant diplomacy than at 
military diplomacy is a 
function of both the man 
and toe moment. 

Uneasy Bes the fist 

First toe man. It's true: 
He really doesn’t care that 
much for traditional 
balance-of-power military 
diplomacy. That is one 
reason he leapt at the 
alternative to invading 
Haiti that Jimmy Carter 
negotiated two weeks ago. 
The administration’s on- 
again. off-again attitude to- 
ward intervening in last 
week's street battles there 
seemed emblematic of that 
ambivalence. 

Indeed, while, Mr. Clin- 
ton is a “New Democrat” in 
economic diplomacy, he is 
still an “Old Democrat” in 
military diplomacy. Like so 
many Democrats of his gen- 
eration, he and his foreign 
policy advisers are not com- 
fortable wielding military 


power; toe big stick just 
does not rest easy in their 
palms. Perhaps it is because 
toe use of force is a zero- 
sum game: one side’s gains 
are toe other side’s losses. 
As one Ginton aide re- 
marked, “he is not a zero- 
sum kind of guy — he is a 
positive-sum guy; be likes 
situations in which every- 
one can come out a win- 
ner.” 

Trade , and . merchant di- 
.plomacy tend to/ be 
positive-sum games. More 
■important, toe interplay be- 
tween trade, technology, 
educational training, eco- 
nomics and jobs really does 
seem to engage tbe presi- 
dent intellectually and ani- 
mate him politically. When 
talking about foreign secur- 
ity niatters, like Haiti, he 
tends to speak from note 
earth; when talking about 
foreign economic policy, 
like NAFTA, no tele- 
prompter is necessary. 

But this historical mo- 
ment has also been one far 
more conducive to mer- 
chant diplomacy than gun- 
boat diplomacy. After toe 
cold war, more and more 
countries wanted to be 
market-oriented; everyone 
wanted more trade and 
more investment, and the 
American economic model 
was embraced worl- 
dwide. The American pub- 
lic, hoping for better jobs 
and wages, was very much 
in favour of economic en- 
gagement with the world. 

By contrast, America 
went through a defence 
wind-down and a psycholo- 
gical withdrawal from 
military-style engagement- 
abroad. The public e q u a t ed 
intervention in Bosnia, 
Somalia and Haiti with in- 
trigue, uncertainty and 
waste — and all these 
moods percolated upward 
and were reflected by the 
president in his own uncer- 
tain handling of these- 
issues. 

_ But lest Mr. Ginton and 
his economic advisers be- 
come too smug, they might 
want to remember this: The 
easy part for them is over. 
When they came into office 
GATT and NAFTA were 
already teed up and ready 
to go. The partial agree- 
ment reached in this 
weekend's negotiations 
with Japan demonstrate 
that the administration is 
still struggling for a long- 
term way to deal with the 
imbalance of trade with 
Tokyo. And it is still un- 
clear whether the Clinton 
team will be able to fulfill 
Jl?P es extending 
NAFTA to the rest of Latin 
America or free trade to the 
Pacific community. Russia 
and the other emerging 
markets may be on the right 
track, bnt their .arrival at 
the station remains uncer- 
tain. Mr. Clinton and hi 
team have certainly ex- 
ploited the 

moment they 
“therited. But even they 

acknowledge uncertainty 1 
.about what their own legacy 
? be- The New Ybrfr 
Times. 
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Culture of democracy is bred from the romts 


By Moh amm ad Mashariqa 

A LEADING figure in one of Jordan 's political 
parties last week attended the sessions of a seminar 
entitled Current Trends In Electoral Systems and 
declared that a great deal of change has come over 
the political scene in the Kingdom in recent years. 

In the old days, he said, political meetings were 
held in utmost secrecy, “ where some of us used to 
appear in disguise, and we used to follow indirect 
methods and institutions in our writings to express 
our political views. ” 

•Today, ” be added, “we don the best suits and sit 
in the most luxurious hotels not only to issue 
statements criticising the government but also to 
demand — in the presence of government officials — 
to have an intellectual revolution and a change in 
roles and regulations. ” 

I reflected on this statement as I attended part of 
that seminar and reviewed in my mind the number of 
semioars and workshops organised in the space of 
one week in the capital. Indeed there were 11 of 
them dealing with information and democracy, elec- 
tions, culture, agriculture, the family, childhood , etc. 

I find myself wondering, like other editorial writers 
and columnists in tee local press , whether the great 
number of seminars and meetings — some of which 
indeed overlap in objectives — really indicate a 
healthy sign, whether this large number of meetings 
contribute positively towards enhancing democracy. 


Some bold the view that these meetings are only a 
manifestation of democracy in its cultural aspect . 
noting that political democracy on the other hand has 
been witnessing a retreat from its starting point some 
four years ago. 

In my view the following points can help one to 
cast a realistic and objective look at the situation: 

1) — Questions taken up by the seminars are in 
essence an expression of a desire for change and 
development towards a democratic society. They are 
also an indication that the Jordanian society is 
awakening and realising its own problems which can 
no longer be handled in the old obsolete methods. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

Questions teat are being discussed at these meetings 
have been imposed by regional and international 
developments, making it incumbent on the Kingdom 
to become more and more self-reliant — building up 
its intrinsic identity and character — culturally and 
politically. 

Jordanians over the past five decades had been in 
the habit of solving their problems through directives 
or ideas passed to them from higher authority and as 
a result they have come to know a group of 
bureaucrats and government officials in the pay of 
the state writing and publishing what pleases the 
bosses and the higher authority. 

It is these bureaucrats that try to fight off these 
meetings and these seminars, continually attacking 


them as childish acts that lead to nowhere. 

Take for instance the ambitious work of Mustafa 
Hamameb. bead of the Centre for Strategic Studies 
at the University of Jordan who has been the target 
of the old guard and the traditional bureaucratic 
groups for his spearheading efforts towards develop- 
ment and change. 

Dr. Hamameb has been toying patiently but 
persistently to handle the Kingdom's economic , 
cultural and political issues through seminars and 
studies and trying to bridge the gap between the 
academic institutions and the Jordanian society. 

2) — Two parties have been absenting themselves 
from the series of seminars and political or cultural 
workshops: The government and the Jordanian 
political parties. Senior government officials are 
boycotting the meetings, and should they appear . it is 
only to defend the government's position without 
due cause , being afraid of airing their own views 
freely lest their words would be interpreted in a 
manner that could displease higher authority. In- 
deed, a former senior government official attending 
one of these seminars could not help shouting down 
speakers who bad criticised his actions saying he 
could not take it any more, repeating that' he was 
loyal to the government. 

On the other hand, the political parties which had 
been looked on as a forum for cultural and ideologic- 
al activities and national dialogue over political and 
economic issues to shape the country’s future identity 
have regrettably showed total impotence. 


These parties have proved to be alien elements 
satisfied with initial ideological statements which 
party members tend to repeat from time to time at 
seminars which they happen to partly attend. 

The workshops, which are organised by non- 
governmental organisations, give positive indications 
about the role which these organisations plan to 
adopt in the future. 

3) — The important lessons which we can learn 
after every conference or seminar is the need for 
learning the culture of democracy. In my view, 
political and cultural groups continue to exercise the 
difficult task of learning about democracy and 
respect of other people's views and also in testing 
their own capabihties and roles in the process of 
change. The continuing debate simply revolves 
around tee Jordanian society's future and tee ro/e of 
its individuals in an atmosphere of freedom and 
openness and away from restrictions, inhibitions and 
barriers which have to date stifled thinking and 
obstructed free creative work. 

Relaying these meetings to the public through 
television is a matter of extreme importance as it helps 
to involve the public in a dialogue about the future 
and tends to defuse fear and end hesitation on the 
part of the society to actively participate in such 
meetings. 

In my view, learning democracy is not confined to 
the media. The school is the real environment where 
new culture and the nucleus of change can be 
ingrained. 
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Christianity In The Arab World 

By El Hassan Bin Talal, (Crown Prince of Jordan) 
Amman, The Royal Institute For Inter-Faith Studies, 

1994 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Bin Talal 
continues to amaze his fans. Even during these 
turbulant days. His Royal Highness has time to 
devote to ethereal matters. Among his latest achieve- 
ments is the release of a new work written by His 
Highness as the first publication of the newly 
founded Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies: 
Christianity In The Arab World. Incidentally the 
Institute for Inter-Faith Studies is patronised by the 
Crown Prince. 

The book tempts the reader to think that he can 
quickly read through its 100 mid-size pages printed in 
conveniently significant characters. Once the reader 
is set on the first chapter, he finds out it is not the 
case. However , I do not suggest here that the book is 
difficult to read. On the contrary , this beautifully 
compact work is so well-researched, documented and 
elegantly composed that you wish the pages do not 
end. 

Christianity In The Arab World consists of rwe/ve „ 
chapters covering the Faith from Jesus Christ to the 
present. Although one might think that it is rather 
impossible to deal with such a long and magnificent 
period in only 100 pages, it is not the details in 
Christianity In The Arab World that capture the 
reader; it is the mastery of selection which the author 
exhibits. These twelve chapters, rather, twelve topics 
i on Christianity, are well-chosen and amazingly even- 
, \y spread. /• 

“What is Christianity ?” is the first chapter. To be 
written in English does not mean that St is only 
directed to an Englishman: A Muslim canappredate 
it as well. But I am sure it will be as enjoyable and 
convincing to a Christian as it is to a Muslim. 

It reveals the crucial basics of the rise and 
.development of early Christianity. The Scriptures , 
early church fathers and tee formation of Christian 
communions around the world are but a few of the 
topics dealt with here. In less than twenty pages . the 
reader becomes well-acquainted with the fine doc- 
trinal issues on which the Faith was built. 

Chapter 2 discusses the origins and elements of the 
Nicene Creed. To a Muslim who is not meagerly 


educated in Christian doctrines , I found it to be an 
e.v£reme/y revealing piece of scholarship. Many of my 
Christian friends thought of it as a well-rounded 
documentation of the Faith. 

The organisation of the church is dealt with in 
Chapter 3. Through a well-researched and precisely 
written exposition, the reader learns that the church 
was organised mostly on "political’' basis , and that 
the tension between church and state was always 
there. However , it is not until the fourth chapter that 
we learn about the difference between church and 
monastery. 

Chapters 4 and 5 are devoted to the examination of 
ChristologicaJ controversies and the two Iconoclasm 
movements. The author, with deep and well-ba- 
lanced treatment touches on many controversial 
subjects (or “heresies”; heterodoxies ) such as 
Monopbysite and Monothelite movements. The pre- 
ciseness in exposition. I must confess , is indeed 
masterful. 

The first fi\’e chapters of Christianity In The Arab 
World prepare the reader to accept, sadly, the 
coming of schism between Rome and Constantino- 
ple. The role of the Arab and Arab/Arameian 
population of the Byzantine Empire in fomenting this 
severance of the churches is carefully plotted. It is 
obvious, therefore , to bring at this juncture a topic 
entitled: “ The Difference Islam Made " (Chapter 7). 
Here, the relations between Christianity and Islam, 
strenuous or tolerant, are laid out. We learn that the 
Arab ethnic convictions of Eastern as well as 
Byzantine and Catholic churches, were extremely 
important in the development of inter-church rela- 
tions and feuds. Moreover, a Muslim reader of this 
chapter will warmly appreciate the mode of tolerance 
his forefathers harboured and exhibited for Christian 
communities under Islamic rule. A word of praise 
must be uttered here for the manner in which the 
author handled the Crusades in this chapter. 

The following two chapters of the book are 
devoted to the efforts made by Rome (Catholicism) 
to win to its side Christian communions in the Arab 
World. The emergence of Uniate churches was the 
answer to these efforts as a happy medium. It is 
summarised as follows: The Uniate churches built 
excellent relations with Rome and acknowledged the 
Papacy's supremacy over Eastern churches of the 
Arab World, while upholding their doctrinal pecu- 
liarities. 




. » . ■ ;; •• 

, . . .. — 

RGYXL iNSTFTCJXE^ORINXER-fAJTH STUDIES?* 

•• * . >1 •- ■•.CL-J-.. "Jj ■‘T- - 

. _ . : ^ * . • • — • 1 i 

v • ■■ ■; ■ •• • ~t. • rVft* 

• ’ •• •. .. ■- H>.;y 

t ■ • * .*:••** • '•,* 


OTsmMY: 

IITiWP 

. . EL HASSAN BIN itiLAJL’ 




'Crown PHnor of Jordan 


t •**— f 

. . . • - >■.-» Cs 

... • • •> • jc 

■ ■■ .' •- ; w 

■ .■■■•■ n‘ V.* W 

*■» -i' 

. . .. y • «* *.■ - : 

■ . ■. .i- ‘ 

t * t . 5* 

. . .. *. - ‘ 

The book deals with Protestantism in the Arab 
World, though relatively newly-introduced, in a 
fashion not less informative and perceptive than its 
handling of the other more " important ” subjects 
preriously mentioned. Moreover, we learn that the 
impact of Protestants on the Arab World in educa- 
tion and the awakening of Arab nationalism far 
exceeds what a small numbers of Protestants might 
be able to do. 

The final notes on which Christianity In The Arab 
World end are indeed passionate, yet, more accur- 
ately. realistic. However, and by all means, they are 
nor pessimistic. 

On the contrary, the author invites both sides of 


the equation: Arab Muslims and Christians to ex- 
amine their long and common history of amicable 
and fruitful relations and derive from it strength and 
wisdom to free the dangers of extremism on both 
sides. 

The present book has a few supplementary sec- 
tions which add to the usefulness of this effort. Two 
maps of the Near East in Early Christianity and the 
Eastern Arab World today come in veiy handy for 
the reader. A chart of principal Christian confessions 
and churches is very useful in summing up the book. 
In order to simplify and make complicated terms 
more attainable, the original roots, verbs and nouns 
of Greek. Latin, Hebrew and Arabic words are cited. 
This proves to be extremely helpful in understanding 
complex meanings and terms such as the difference 
between "Jesus” and "Christ” or the origin ot 
"schism”, “monophysite” or “iconoclast”. Moreov- 
er, indices and suggested references aid the reader 
upon the completion of his task. He returns more 
easily to specific verses of the scriptures, terms, 
personalities and topics to help himself re-examine 
the book. 

Christianity In The Arab World is not a controver- 
sial book or one written in order to make the charts 
of flashy news. Nor is it an amusing piece of literature 
which lures the reader into experiencing psychedelic 
adventures. In a world much in need of rationality 
and understanding, this concise book is most 
appropriate and welcome. I strongly recommend it 
for Muslims and Christians alike. 

A small piece of advice for the concerned reader: 
Do acquire your own copy: don’t borrow it. After 
reading it, I am sure you will be needing it for 
repeated references in your daily discussions for 
many weeks to follow. 

The subject matter, arduous research , careful 
choice of language and terminology, eloquent exposi- 
tion and well<hosen timing of its release are the 
basic ingredients of this work’s success. 

Without reservations, this precious and illuminat- 
ing piece of scholarship, indeed, finds its way to His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan ’ s long list of 
outstanding achievements. 

Dr. Fawivaz Ahmad Yuqan 

Dr. Tuqan is a professor of Islamic civilisation and 
literature at the University of Jordan. 


Fr izzle - hair ed imperial Russians join British royals in Pacific names 


By Michael Field 
. Agence France Presse 

AUCKLAND — It all 
sounded very European 
when volcanoes erupteo 
this month over Simp- 
sonhaven on the Gazelc 
Peninsula, in the Fis- 
mank Archipelago's flew. 
Britain Island, near the 
Duke of York Island- and 
New Ireland. 

But it ail took phee in 
the South Pacific — and 
the confusion is {Jacks to 
generations of w&tern ex- 
plorers who notalpcally 
imprinted the region with 
the names of ueir home 

countries. 

In the past century, 
most islands and states in 
the region have bad two 
names — some as many as 
six — reflating colonial 
egos. 

Mercifully some did 
not catch on. Going to tee 
beach in an reschscboltz” 
or a “udiamilai" sounds 
uncomfortable: Fortu- 
nately these names for 
Bikini Attll in the Mar- 
shall Islajds disappeared 
before m‘king a contribu- 
tion to he English lan- 
guage. 


Ta\ r urvur have seriously 
damaged Rabaul, on the 
Gazelle Peninsula at the 
northeastern end of New 
Britain. Originally Ger- 
man . then A ustratian , 
Japanese, back to Austra- 
lian and now part of 
Papua New Guinea 
(PNG), New Britain was 
named in 1 700 by William 
Dampier, and 67 years la- 
ter Philip Carteret named 
it New Ireland. 

The Germans named 
the whole place after their 
Iron Chancellor and re- 


named New Britain Neu- 
Pommem and New Ire- 
land became Neu- 
Mecklenburg. after the 
former states of eastern 
Germany. 

New Guinea comes 
from Spaniard Inigo Ortiz 
de Retes who in 1542 
named the coast he was 
sailing past.Nueva Guinea 
while Papua comes from 
Portuguese explorer Jorge 
De Meneses in 1526 after 
the Malay word papuwah, 
meaning “ frizzle-haired ’* 
— a reference to local 


hair-styles. 

The whole business of 
names in the Pacific is all 
Greek anyway: Polynesia 
(many islands), Melanesia 
( black islands) and Mic- 
ronesia (small islands). 

Sometimes European 
explorers tried to find the 
local names — .Aitutaki in 
the Cook Islands was 
Whytootakee. Citizens of 
Makemo in French 
Polynesia might have 
wished for a similar effort 
from their Russian dis- 
coverer, who blessed them 


Prince Golenitschev- 
Kutuzov-Smolensk Island. 

A covev of imperial 
Russians featured on Paci- 
fic maps. There was 
Lieutenant-General Yer- 
mo/ov Island (now Taen- 
ga , French Polynesia). 
Admiral Chichagov 
( F a a i t e , French 
Polynesia). Grand Duke 
Alexander (Rakahanga, 
Cook Islands) and Gener- 
al Osten-Saken ( Katiu . 
French Polynesia). 

Rimsky-Korsakov Is- 
land is now Rongerik in 


the Marshall Islands and 
the current Bishop of 
Osnaburg can be grateful 
the island that honoured 
his predecessor has re- 
verted to its original 
Polynesian, Mururoa, 
scene of French nuclear 
testing. 

Same places were 
named with no thought of 
the tourist industry. Try 
selling Savage Island, so 
named by a petulant 
James Cook after a local 
rossed a spear at him. 
Now it is known as Niue. 


Today Pleasant Island 
would be hard pressed to 
attract a tourist — it is the 
phosphate mined out 
moonscape of Nauru. 
Rakahanga in the Cooks 
was named by a Spaniard 
Isla de Gente Hermosa — 
tee Island of Handsome 
People — which is right. 

There were lots of 
Saints, San and Santa, 
mostly now gone. The 
only Biblically named 
state now is the Solomon 
Islands while Vanuatu has 
Espiritu Santo and Pente- 
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Monty Python celebrates 25th anniversary 


(R) — Nudge , 
dt, wink — they 
7 more. 

rchic legends of 
\rtbon 's Flying 
ibrated the 25th 
y of their first 
but , like the 
they have no 
a reunion. 
inadian lumber- 
>nfessing they 
isvestites to a 
ing Karl Marx 
’uevara, the cult 
i show trans- 


formed British comedy 
and was a major influence 
on American stars like 
Steve. Martin and John 
Betas hi. 

John Cleese, 54, who in 
the show immortalised 
“The Ministry Of Silly 
Walks”and many years la- 
ter won international 
cinematic acclaim in the 
hit Him a Fish Called 
Wanda , said: “ I don’t 
think it's likely that we’ll 
get back together because 
we all have our own pro- 


jects. ” 

But he is keen to give 
the four other surviving 
members — Graham 
Chapman died of cancer 

in 1989 — cameo parts in 
his Fish Called Wanda se- 
quel. 

Fellow Python Michael 
Palin, 51, who branched 
out into straight acting as 
well as popular television 
travelogues, said: “There 

is always the thought of a 
one-off show but I don't 
think it will happen. 


“We have had our time 
and to force it again would 
be ridiculous,” he said of 
the show which ran to 45 
episodes from its debut in 

1969. 

The Python team, 
whose best known link 
line was “And now for 
something completely 
different also made 
three feature films that 
became cult hits in the 

United States. 

American Terry Gil- 
liam , 53, whose 


psychedelie cartoons were 
an integral part of python, 
went on to become a 
director of such films as 
Brazil and The Fisher 
King with Robin Wil- 
liams. The other surviving 
Python is Eric Idle, who 
has made stage appear- 
ances in recent years. 

Critics waxed lyrical ab- 
out how the surreal show 
delighted in pricking the 
pomposity of British soci- 
ety but attacked its one- 
dimensional portraits of 


women as sexual stooges. 

In one famous sketch, 
one man saladously quiz- 
zed another about his wife 
and their sex life, con- 
stantly prodding him and 
saying “nudge, nudge, 
wink , wink — say no 
more. ” 

Palin and Cleese were 
bailed as “The Lennon 
and McCartney of com- 
edy" and former Beatle 
George Harrison helped 
to fund their films. 


cost. 

Easter Island is still on 
the map. although its ori- 
ginal name Te-Pito-O-Te- 
Henua, or the navel of the 
world, has a better ring to 
it. 

The Federated States of 
Micronesia (FMS) has be- 
come a Trivial Pursuits 
attraction. Colonia. the 
main town in Yap. is not 
to be confused with Kolo- 
nia, the main r own in 
Pohnpei. Turk is Chuuk 
and Greenwich Island has 
reverted to is magical ori- 
ginal name Kapingamar- 
angi which although part 
of FSM is Polynesian. 

Some of the local names 
are difficult; Anuanurun- 
ga in French Polynesia. 
Guamagumlap in the 
Ebon or Boston A to// in 
tee Marshalls and Uanu- 
kuh shake in Tonga trip 
off the tongue. 

The one island that isn't 
in the Pacific is the one 
most associated with the 
region — Bali Hai. 
Although most Pacific 
cities have a bar or two so 
named, it comes from the 
Broadway musical South 
Pacific, based on James 
Michener's book. 
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Pure power 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Without water there would be no life and without 
electricity there would be no computers. In spite of 
the seriousness of certain theories saying that one day 
our beloved personal computers (PC) may run on 
light, we’ll still depend exclusively on the electric 
power in order to do our daily computing, for a few 
decades at least. 

Just like water is not always as pure as we wish it 
w Quid be. the domestic and industrial electric net- 
works rarely deliver the dean, sinusoidal wave we 
should theoretically receive. None of the Jordanian 
companies producing electridty is to blame for that. 
The situation is. more or less . identical in all 
countries. Practically speaking it is impossible to 
deliver a perfect current over a large network. 

Ideally, the electric power we use should have a 
potential difference (simply called voltage) of 220 
volts, alternating between negative and positive 
values 50 times a seconds, that is at the frequency of 
50 Hz of hertz. Volt and hertz come from the names 
of two physidsts-Italian Volta and German Hertz. It 
is to be noted that the above values vary according to 
countries. In the U.S. and Canada for instance, the 
potential difference is 110 volts and the frequency 60 
Hz. 

However, because of the huge load on the net- 
work, with all the equipment and appliances that 
draw power from it. and the constant change of this 
load — people switching equipment on and off all the 
time — regulating the voltage is a dreaded nightmare 
for power companies. 

In addition to perturbing the first two elements of 
theelectricwave, that is the voltage and the frequen- 
cy. the imperfections of the network generate, 
mainly, three other types of problems. 

The first is the presence of electrical noise. Simply 
put. it is a lack of purity in the original signal. Other 
waves, different from the main one. and generated 
by other equipment drawing power from the net- 
work. come and " add themselves " to it. The second 
is the presence of sudden surges or spikes that very 
sharply and for a fraction of a second, drastically 
change the value of the voltage. A 220 volts power 
grid may deliver as high as 300 or as low as 100 volts 
lor a split second. The third type of problems is 
simply the total power failure. 

Although modem PCs are manufactured to sustain 
a reasonable amount of power fluctuations and 
imperfections, experience has shown that in the best 
case, over a six month period, almost any computer 
will have to run. at least once, on electricity that is 
beyond its tolerance limits. 

The damage that such harsh conditions can do to 
both the hardware and the software can be very 
severe. It can go from simple data loss to hardware 
crashes that cannot be fixed. The worst cases are 
those that go unnoticed. A power surge occurs, too 
fast for the eye to see. and data is partially damaged 
without even the machine issuing any warning to the 


chip talk 



user. One can easily imagine the consequences of 
such data alterations. 

How many times have you seen your PC stalled 
without apparent cause, only to see it back to work 
after a good push of the reset button? 

Since technical people started tackling power 
problems several years ago, different solutions have 
appeared. Alas . those affordable to the private PC 
user are far from being efficient and the good 
remedies are too expensive for him. 

The simplest and cheapest form of power correc- 
tion is an automatic voltage regulator. In Jordan they 
are priced from JD 30 to JD 100 for a typical PC. 
Unfortunately they only adjust the voltage. Moreov- 
er their response time is very slow compared to the 
speed at which PCs work. If a very fast spike occurs, 
by the time the voltage is corrected, the damaged is 
already done. 

A better solution is the electric power conditioner. 
This machine does not only adjust the voltage very 
quickly, it also filters the incoming current, cleaning 
it from eventual " electric noise". It is very efficient at 
killing surges and spikes as well. Good quality power 
conditioners for PCs cost JD 200 to JD 400. 

The ideal, dream solution is the UPS (Uninter- 
ruptible power Supply). To start with, it has all the 
goodies of the power conditioner. In addition, it 
provides frequency adjustment and even keeps sup- 
plying power when the mains go off. It does not, 
naturally, do it indefinitely but for a limited period of 
time, this depending on the batteries it is fitted with. 
Most UPS come with a 10-minute battery back up 
which is enough to allow the computer operator to 
calmly close his work, then the machine , waiting for 
the power to return. UPS for PCs in Jordan cost 
JD 400 to JD 800. 

Though not an easy choice, it is important to know 
whether one needs a voltage regulator, a power 
conditioner , a UPS, or no power protection at all. 
The only person who can decide is the user and the 
only reasonable approach is to evaluate the import- 
ance of the data one is prrocessing. 

Vital banking or military applications for example 
all depend on high quality, high powered UPS 
equipment. On the other hand, simple "home made" 
word processing can live without any form of power 
protection. In between, people tend to purchase 
medium priced 'power conditioners or rely on daily 
data back up instead of power protection. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohanasnad A- Shuqair 


AMAZING FACTS 

fr The giraffe is truly a ‘ dumb ’ animal being unable to 
make any vocal sound. Also , in spite of the extra 
long neck, it only has the same number of bones in 
the neck as a mouse has , seven. 

fr fr *3* fr ■& 

fr Eccentric American millionaire William Randolph 
Hearst, was so fond of telephones that he had them 
fitted all over his house — and even in the gardens. 
Many were concealed in tree trunks! 

fr fr fr fr fr 

fr The owl has no movement in its eyes but to 
compensate for this it can revolve its bead in an 
almost complete circle! 

fr fr fr fr fr 

fr The village of Mina in the middle of India’s 
Rajasthan desert is the strangest on earth — or 
rather than the villagers are. Every one is a thief. 
Ste aling is their traditional occupation. 

ARABIC PROVERBS EXPLAINED 

— “if you miss the meat , take the soup (as a 

substitute). 

TRANSLITERATION: In faatak eHahm ahtik bet- 


MEANING: Try not to miss both. Or, if you miss one 
try to get the other. 

•ft ir fr fr # 

— “The father is unfaithful (lit, in love); the mother is 

:'--gh:er at home perplexed ”. 

TRANSLITERATION: Al-ub aashiq; wal-umm 
ghayrana; wd-bint haynma. 

MEANING: It is expected that a young woman or 
young man will be at a loss when father and mother are 
estranged. 

fr fr hr fr fr 

— (He) eats , drinks and escapes from worries (is free 
from worries). 

TRANSLITERATION: Aakil, sharib, menil-ham 

bzrih. 

.7. , Jr 3: Sale of rr.s- : ho is fortunate in having all 
— ov life provided him withcu- exerting any 
t ■; :c- procure them. 

TIME FOR FUN 

•ft Donald Crowe stopped his camper truck along the 


Yellow-stone National Park road. 

“A bear!” shouted Donald with delight. 

His wife cautioned him: “Dear, the signs say, ’do 
not feed the bears V” ' j 

“A sandwich or two isn’t going to hurt the bear. ” 
Donald jumped out of the camper and neared the 
bear with a sandwich in bis ngbt hand. He then 
tossed the sandwich which the bear caught and 
downed in one gulp. Finally he gave the bear his 
second sandwich. 

Suddenly tire bear growled ferociously. He wanted 
the third sandwich which Donald didn’t have. 

Donald turned his pockets inside out to show he 
had no more food. “No more. See? ... I’ve given 
you all my sandwiches.” 

The bear began to rush towards Donald. Donald 
ran for his life. As he breathlessly tore the camper 
door open, Donald gasped , “ that bear just doesn’t 
understand English!” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. How many teeth are there in the normal set for 

(a) a child under five 

(b) full-grown man 

(c) a horse - 

(d) a dog 

(e) a cat? 

2. What is the correct way of beginning and ending 
letters to 

(a) a bishop 

(b) the king? 

3. What are the LITHOSPHERE, the STRATOS- 
PHERE, the TROPOSPHERE, the IONOS- 
PHERE, and the HYDROSPHERE? 

4. What is the name of the river on which Mexico Gty 
is situated? 


PUZZLES 
UNE UP 

Rearrange the letters in each row to form a word so 
that the three columns (indicated by arrows) also form 
words. 
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Celebrating place and 
event through street art 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaemn 

There are always different ways of seeing , under- 
standing and interpreting objects , events and places , 
and learning to see beyond the visible into the 
invisible and absurd qualities of things. We place a 
value on objects of art in the sense that we queue to 
see them, spend money on them, invest our time in 
seeing , reading or listening to them. We begin to 
have a communion between the viewer and the artist 
via the artwork. 

Street-artists are a part of an old tradition which is 
a celebration of place and event, or performance, through 
sometimes the most simple and' ephemeral means of 
life itself. A place like the Centre Pompidou (Paris), 
when it is empty in the middle of the night becomes 
the experience of art waiting to happen. 

The setting (or place) and the art (event or 
performance) have become intertwined. 

There is a great freedom involved when it comes to 
work when and how you want to. Nearly all the 
artists we can pass by on the streets know something 


about life we can no longer see or have forgotten bow 
to remember. And there is an anonymity to this 
which may be shared with the unknown stonemasons 
and builders who made the great cathedrals of the 
world. As individuals, they remain small and anonymous, 
but the collective result of what they do is huge and 
overpowering. 

Street art has become a true part of everyday 
activity and popular culture all over Europe. 
Whether we go to Prague, Frankfurt, Vienna, 
Stockholm or London, street entertainment is the 
one common element which, more than anything, 
unifies the way we come to experience these dries; in 
August, I was lucky enough to see the same South 
American folk group perform on the streets of 
London and Stockholm within the space of a week. 

Maybe, just maybe, as far as we in the sprawling 
Jordanian dries are concerned, when we do begin to 
build spaces for people (and only people) in the parts 
of our dries where they are really needed and where 
they can be put to efficient use we can begin to enjoy 
the kind of spontaneous street life and performances 
we have thus far been denied. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Oct- 6 

7:1 $ Road Jo Avonlea 

A winner of many international awards. A series that 
children and parents wQl enjoy watching together. 
Actors appearing indude: Michael York, Peter 
Coyote, Sam Neil and many more. 

£30 My Secret Identity 

The Set Up 

A genius teachcrfinventor collaborates with one of 
bis genius students to work up a hOarions plot to 
catch a crook. 

9:10 Snowy River 

Plans Of Poison 

Would Mrs. O’Neal stay on the land even after her 
cows are found poisoned? 

10.-00 News In EzzgOsh 

10z2Q Feature FSm — Wide Eyed And Legless 

Starring: Julie Walters and Jim Broadberit 

A wife suffering from an unknown deadly disease 
bates to leave her loving husband alone after she is 
gone. In fighting her pain, she looks for the right 
woman to take her place. 

11:10 Never The Twain 

For a woman to fix dates with 2 store-owners at the 
same time, in the same place, seems a brilliant way to 
rob their store! 

Friday, Oct- 7 

7:15 On Location 

Meet some of the famous movie actors who will 
speak about some of their outstanding roles in 
motion pictures. 

7-30 African Skies 
830 Movies, Games, Videos 

■ 

A look at the most recently released movies, and 
latest in video £ames.... 

9:10 TequBla And Bonnetti 

Street Dogs 

Driven by guilt, a New York policeman moves down 
to the South Coast, aided by a female colleague, and 
a dog, and cracks down on the bad guys. 

1030 News In English 

1030 EmBie 

Another catastrophe in the house, and ErnUie drives 
her husband Charles away. 

11:10 Cooing Of Age 

Arizona Danes is a place of peace and quiet, to 
where the elderly retire. But its character changes 
when a party is held. 


730 Black Beauty 
8:30 Bob 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 
1030 News In En glish 

1030 Feature FVm — Leona Helmsky: The Queen Of 
Mean 

Starring: Suzan Pleshette and Lloyd Bridges 

The true story of Leona Heimsley who, after 4 years 
in prison, is out on $7 million bail, and is awaiting 
trial. She is accused of embezzlement and tax 
evasion. 

1130 Home Free 

Sunday, Oct- 9 

730 The FAX : Untold Stories 


830 You Bet Your Life 
9:10 Sherlock Hoboes 

Sherlock Holmes seeks the skills of Segmond Freud. 
1030 News In English 
1030 House Of Eliott 
11:10 Fly By tight 
Monday, Oct- TO 

730 The Emergency Room 
830 Coach 
Coach For A Day 

Luther accepts a new job at Aberdeen College, but 
he only lasts for one day. 

9:10 Cohnnbos 

1030 News In EugBsh 

1030 JX.K. — Reckless Youth 

Tuesday, Oct. 11 

730 The Nature Of Things 
830 The New Leave It To Beaver 
9:10 Stories Of LA. 

j Send Up The Clowns 

l 

How can Michael find the killer of two downs who 
died in a car bomb? He himself joins a circus and 
becomes one! 

10:00 News In English 
1O$0 Feature Film — Majority Rule 

Starring: Blaire Brown And John Getz 

The story ofa woman who runs a very hard campaign 
to win the Residency of the United States. 

11:50 The Upper Hand 

Wednesday, Oct- 12 

7:15 ^ttlestar Galactica 
83^ PM. Magazine 

9:10 Documentary — Cracking The Code 


1030 


In En glish 


103tPoldark 

Ozbome, the priest, paykdeariy, both in money and ' 
reputation, for footing ajpund. 


John exposes a death squad \perating in Europe. 

~ \ 

Thoughts for this wee k 

Your friend will argue with A, _ Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, Russian writer (191 fF ) 

Los secretos m oirios ni decirlos (Don’t listen m 
secrets, and don’t tell them.) _ SpWfai, prmL*. 

Would to Cod that we might spenla single day 

really well - Thomas A. Kempis. Gamut monk and 
author (C. 1380-1471). momt and 


(W2-1933). 4 “— > « 

I 

Who never doubted , never half belied 
doubt is there tnith is - it is her\ a ’ d 
Gamabel Bailey, American abolitionist ($ 07 . 

Human beings are the only creatures wh L 

^ tion ^ Iy J n ^ na ™ of iC 

Ashley Montagu, English anthropologist. V 
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By Matt Denny 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 


AMMAN — What is the 
average Jordanian doing 
for entertainment this 
evening? Turning into a 
werewolf? Crossing the 
African veldts? Riding on 
a roller coaster? Chances 
are your neighbour is nor 
doing any of these things , 
but he/'she may just be 
watching them on video. 


i 


According to one Am- 
man video store owner, 
over 80 per cent of 
Ammanites are renting 
video cassettes. He said 
that for the average 
Ammanite it is inexpen- 
sive and relatively easy to 
pick up a copy of the most 
recent 61ms. Given the 
low cost, accessibility and 
the opportunity for family 
gatherings, watching 
rented movies has become 
one of Amman's most 
popular forms of enter- 
tainment, he says. 


According to the mana- 
ger of a leading video ren- 
tal store, the movies show- 
ing in American cinemas 
.are available before they 


Ammanites just imre video films 


leave the silver screen , 
and far earlier than they 
are shown in cinemas in 
Amman. 

"For only 'one dinar a 
61m, as compared to JD 6 
for two seats at the cine- 
ma, Jordanians are rinding 
that renting video casset- 
tes is a very inexpensive 
way * to spend the even- 
ing, " says Yousef Adnan, 
a Video House patron. 

Most video rental pat- 
rons visit the video stores 
about three times a week , 
according to Ibrahim 
Hamadi, the director of 
Jabal Amman's Video 
House. 

A survey by the Jordan 
Times of several video 
shops in different pans of 
Amman shows that 
Ammanites are renting an 
average of three movies 
every time they visit the 
rentai store. 

"When you look at the 
numbers, it is possible that 
there are some people 
who are watching rented 
videos every night of the 
week" Rafat Masri . the 
manager of a video store 
in the downtown area, 
said. 

Most video stores have 


a JD 25-per 30 rilms-pcr 
month arrangments. Mr. 
Masri points out that this 
is a small price to pay 
given the large selection of 
video cassettes these 
stores offer. 

The selection can range 
from 6,500 to 12,000 video 
cassettes. He says that the 
rental stores can 
accommodate high de- 
mands for popular movies 
by purchasing multiple 
copies. Some video rental 
stores have as many as 
eight VHS copies of each 
new movie and usually at 
least one Beta copy. 

According to Haythem 
Kbasman . owner of a 
video store in Jabal Hus- 
sein, the stores themselves 
pay about JD 100 for an 
American or English 
movie and about JD 700 
or an Arabic movie. He 
explained the original 
copy price was much high- 
er for Arabic 61ms. Amer- 
ican and other English 
language movies are more 
readily available through a 
greater number of 
wholesalers, foreign and 
domestic. Arabic and In- 
dian 61ms however are 


distributed by relatively 
fewer wholesalers, pri- 
marily in Egypt, a country 
with a monopoly on that 
market, he continued. 

Although renting a few 
videos seems to be less 
expensive than a night at 
the cinema, purchasing 
the Video cassette Recor- 
der ( VCR ) is not cheap. A 
survey of several stores in 
Amman reveals that the 
going price for a VCR in 
Jordan is between JD 350 
and JD S00. 

Despite the price. VCR 
sales are on the rise, says 
an employee of Al 
Ad ham . a leading retailer 
of electronic home ap- 
pliances in west Amman. 

On average. 110 video 
cassettes are rented a 
night, the manager at 
Ountar Video in’ Jabal 
Hussein said. He says that 
because of lower prices 
and a varied selection, 
people with VCRs are 
attending the cinema less 
frequently. 

At a local Amman 
movie theatre The Pelican 
. Brief is currently showing, 
but according to the Jor- 
dan Video Tape Centre, it 


was available in rental 
stores four months ago. 

Though there is a trend 
towards recent releases, 
Jordanians aren’t other- 
wise particular about what 
type of Elm they rent. The 
top rentals vary in genre 
from week to week. 

This week in Jabal Am- 
man. the most popular 
hired videos are Wolf. 
The Lion King and in 
third place the movie 
Speed, according to Mr. 
Hamdi of Video House. 

In Shmesani. people 
have been running out to 
the video store to rent 
Wolf, "but City Slickers 2 
and Baby's Day Out are 
also among the most 
popular here," says the 
manager of Jordan’ Video 
Tape Centre. 

In Jabal Hussein, (Jun- 
ta r Video reports fhar 
people are mainly renting 
action-adventure films 
from America with Arabic 
videos proving less popu- 
lar. 

According to the mana- 
ger at Simah Video , a 
majority of his patrons are 
watching Arabic movies. 


He said that Egyptian 
movies are a favourite 
among fans of the Arabic 
61m. However, according 
to a survey of several 
other downtown video 
rental shops, recent 
American releases still 
compere in popularity 
with movies produced in 
the Middle East or Wesr- 
em As/a. 

In ease Amman, video 
store patron Hussein 
Amin said that Egyptian 
movies were the 
favourites among Arabic 
movies. According to 
several store managers 
and store owners in the 
area Indian movies are 
also among the favourites, 
while European movies 
dubbed in Arabic have 
proved fairly popular. 

No matter what section 
of town. Ammanites are 
watching action-adventure 
61ms produced in a variety 
of languages, as well as 
comedies, dramas and even 
animated feature length 
cartoons. 

On the whole the popu- 
larity of video 61m seems 
to depend not on the 
country origin, but instead 
on a proven record in the 
international box office. 


Television expert and author 
Mark Dunton explains that 
there are several types of TV 
systems used throughout ths 
world. The system that Jordan 
uses, along with the rest of the 
Middle East, is the PAL (Phase 
Alternating Line) system. Mr. 
Dunton reports that in order to 
view a video casette recorded 
on the American system, NTSC 
(National Television System 
Committee), the consumer has 
to purchase a VCR with multi- i 
pie system capabilities. A muE- 1 
tiple capability system allows ( 
viewing on several other re- i 

§ ional systems such as the | 
ECAM (System Couieurs A ! 
Memoirs) viewed in Eastern j 
Europe and Western Asia, and j 
the NTSC system viewed in I 
North and Central America. 
With ail these options, Jorda- 
nians have the capabiiity to 
watch films of just about every 
origin. 





Illusion, imagery characterise Turkish filmmaker’s latest works 


ByAngham Tamhni 

Special To the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Theatre- 
goers used to typical Tur- 
kish horror and sex 
movies, were in for some- 
thing else last week : Halit 
Re fig's Two Strangers 
(1991), and Lady (1989). 

Two Strangers is a dra- 
ma that tells the story of a 
young Turkish man , fond 
of blue-eyed , blond- 
haired foreign girls, who 
thinks Western society is 
far better than his eastern 
one. 

Coincidentally he meets 
a blond, Swedish girl. A 
blind admirer of Western 
civilisation , he is compus- 
livety attracted to her, but 
as their relationship de- 
velops, he realises the 
great contradictions in 
moral values, principles , 
concepts , behaviour and 
ethics. 


Confusion drives him 
mad. His mind is over- 
whelmed by many ques- 
tions: Is the West good or 
bad? Is it better to stick to 
Muslim traditions, or to 
be involved in Western 
societies? 

“People may say West 
is best and damn religion 
and traditions director 
Halit Retig, 60, told the 
Jordan Times , “but most 
Turkish people believe the 
West is rotten and immor- 
al, “but those in the mid- 
dle are ignorant and easily 
confused. ” 

On meeting an Amer- 
ican gjrl, the hero also 
falls in love with her. With 
the development of 
events, be suspects both 
girls to be one , and begins 
looking for a clue. 

Failing to find a clue, he 
talks to the American girl 
about his suspicions, in an 
attempt to force her to 
reveal the truth. Fright- 


ened, she runs away. In 
her hurry to escape, a wisp 
of blond hair falls from 
underneath her black hair, 
and running into the road 
she is hit by a speeding 
car. When he returns 
home , he Ends the Swed- 
ish girl, and sinks into 
confusion once again. 

Throughout the movie. 
Retig tries "to focus on 
the confusion facing Tur- 
kish people with regards 
to Western society. 

“ For Turkish people, 
the moral values , tradi- 
tions, and behaviour of 
Western civilisation, is a 
mystery. " 

Located at a point 
where Asia merges with 
Europe, Turkey is greatly 
influenced by both cul- 
tures, although the major- 
ity of the population is 
Muslim. 

“ Common people and 
peasants enjoy Turkish 
movies, but more edu- 


cated people prefer Amer- 
ican films and hope to 
forget about being Mus- 
lims," said Mr. Refig. 
“ The principal character 
in Two Strangers is one of 
this type." 

The idea of the movie 
“ came to mind in 1973 
when I divorced my Swed- 
ish wife after six years of 
marriage , " said Refig. 
“ Friends suggested I made 
a movie for both Swedes 
and Turks. So, the idea 
was bom; and it was de- 
veloped between then, 
and 1991." 

Refig, a professional 
filmmaker who has 
directed 60 movies since 
the early 1960s, says he 
makes movies for Turkish 
people and be produces 
what they like, "otherwise 
I am out of work. Actually 
I feel biased to the pecul- 
iar characteristics of Tur- 
kish culture." 


Both movies, Two 
Strangers and Lady, un- 
veil. A variety of Turkish 
culture: traditional cos- 
tumes, ways of life anti- 
quities. landscapes , the 
sea-side — a great part of 
the Bosphorus Sea is 
shown in Lady. 

Lady is a sentimental 
story of a dying old 
woman , who suffers from 
cancer of the uterus, but 
refuses treatment. “It is 
easier not to believe ill- 
ness" she says. 

Instead of saving her 
own life, the old lady ex- 
erts a great deal of effort 
to find someone to take 
care of her cat after her 
death. But a cat is a bur- 
den, people say, and her 
efforts are in vain. 

The old lady’s daughter, 
who represents the new 
generation, lives a mater- 
ialistic life. She is careless 
about her mother , and 
hates the cat as well. 


However, the house, a 
property that can be in- 
herited, means a lot to 
her. "Humanity is dead," 
says the old lady, and " the 
daughter’s behaviour re- 
fers to vanishing tradition- 
al Turkish values," says 
Retig. 

The dying old woman 
goes on a last trip in a 
"dying" boat, that has be- 
come rotten and will be 
dumped in a “graveyard” 
for boats. . .. 

"I have always loved 
those ships with yellow 
chimneys which are a sym- 
bol of the Bosphorus 
Sea," says the captain. 

“ This two-element im- 
age, a dying woman and a 
dying boat , reflects a 
vanishing culture,” said 
Retig. “Jr shows a soph- 
isticated culture being re- 
placed by a new one — a 
new materialistic life." 

Being a piano teacher , 
the old lady concludes that 


Turkish people favour in- 
ternational composers, 
Chopin or Beethoven, in 
preference to local com- 
posers, whose music 
" sounds of death." 

Illusions and imagery 
characterise Retig’s two 
movies. One may think 
the director himself lives 
in an illusory world. But, 
" I do not really live in an 
.illusory world," said the 
director. "I use illusion s in 
my movies as expressions 
or symbols of moral 
values , in which I am very’ 
much involved. Close 
your eyes and you will see 
another reality — a spir- 
itual existence. I always 
try to balance spiritual and 
material worlds.” 

Unlike Turkish film- 
makers who always try to 
meet the public demands 
by producing commercial 
movies. Refig has original 
ideas that address the in- 
tellectual sector. He 


attempts to realise these 
ideas within the industrial 
structure of Shn world, he 
said. "I cannot reject the 
local movie industry and 
be an outsider. " said Re- 

fig- 

The Turkish film indus- 
try. founded in 1923, 
emerged in late 1940s and 
early 1950s. "I entered 
this tieid in the late i95Cs, 
and directed my first 
movie in the 1960s . " said 
Retig. 

“ Turkish film industry 
has always tried to build 
its character on the pub- 
lic's demands." said Re- 
tig. "so, on the success of 
my early films , I gained 
complete independence to 
direct non-commercial 
movies. Out of60mo\ies, 
I directed 15. including 
Two Strangers and the 
Lady, that are completed, 
independent . of the com- 
mercial sector.” 




Tamar i creates works of ingenious depth and sensuality 



AMMAN (J. T.) — Vladi- 
mir Tamari is a Palestinian 
Arab artist, inventor and 
physicist who was born in 
Jerusalem in 1942, was 
educated at the Friends 
Boy’s School in his home- 
town in Ramallah — 
Palestine, then studied 
physics and art at the 
American University of 
Beirut. 

A year spent at Saint 
Martin's School of Art in 
London (around 1963) 
and another at Pendle Hill 
School near Philadelphia 
in the U.S.A. (in 1965) 
completed his formal 
education. 

Between 1966 and 1970' 
he worked with U.N. 
agencies concerned with 
Palestinian refugee educa- 
tion and information in 
Beirut after which he 
moved to Japan where he 
has lived and worked ever 
since: Painting, inventing , 
and doing research in op- 
tics. 

One of Taman's first 
projects was a study of 
Arabic typography. 
Although Arabic calligra- 
phy is famed for its glo- 
rious perfection as an 
ancient art form, its trans- 
formation into printing 
type caused several tech- 
nical and aesthetic prob- 
lems, since type makers 
simply tried to imitate the 
calligraphic style without 
making the necessary 
adjustment. For example 
dots, the earners of im- 
portant information in 
Arabic script , became 
almost invisible. 

Inspired by the writings 
of the English typog- 
npher Eric GUI , and by 
firsthand studies at the 

British Muslim rtf an rtar- 


ly Koran written in Kutic 
script, Tamari designed 
and patented a simplified 
Arabic typeface he called 
after Jerusalem, “ Al 
Quds. " 

Although such "mod- 
em" Arabic lettering was 
popular for show signs and 
product names, there bad 
not been any properly- 
designed typeface using 
such simplifications suit- 
able for printing. Even- 
tually modem types be- 
came popular for maga- 
zine headlines, but unfor- 
tunately up till now there 
is no Arabic printing type 
similar to Al Quds for 
general texts. 

3-D drawing 

Taman's next project, 
the invention of a three 
dimensional drawing in- 
strument (3DD) enables 
the artist or designer to 
draw in space '. While 
moving a handle in three 
dimensions . the instru- 
ment allows two stereos- 
copic views to be drawn 
simultaneously. When 
viewed through the lenses 
of a viewer, the combined 
picture appears amazingly 
solid . tike a wire sculp- 
ture. 

The clarity of light in 
Palestine , the everpresent 
sunshine and its unpol- 
luted air lends sharpness, 
and solidity to the appear- 
ance of things there. Even 
at great distances people 
and objects appear dis- 
tinct and complete, un- 
dimmed by mists. The 
sense of distance and 
visual space is heightened 
under these conditions , 
and Tamari described it m 


VZadimir Tamari 

this way: 

“In the window, the 
* flower appears near the 
solid, squatting shameless- 
ly in space. Behind the 
flower, far away, is a pine 
tree , and behind the tree a 
street with people who 
appear very far. Between 
the Bower and the tree 
and the street the hot sum- 
mer air floats in the sun- 
tight. " 


Pai n tin gs 

Having lived in Pales- 
tine bofore its occupation 
by the Israelis in 1967, and 
then in Lebanon at a 
watershed period for the 
Palestine liberation strug- 
gle, his ideas and works 

were greatly influenced by 
the political events, and 
religious values, even the 
geography of his home- 
land and the physiognomy 


and costumes of its peo- 
ple. 

As a child Tamari went 
regularly to church where 
he was attracted by the 
piety of people around 
him. while at the same 
time looking with silent 
amusement at some of 
their all too human ex- 
pressions but apart for a 
love and awe of Pales- 
tine's holy sites, Tamari 
had little use for religion. 
It was the turmoil of ex- 
hausion of the years in 
Beirut that paved the way 
for a classic religious 
4 l con version " com piece 
with an intense peaceful 
vision of light and God's 
love. 

While this experience 
took him deeper to his 
roots as a Palestinian (for 
wasn't Christ crucified in 
Jerusalem, even as a 
whole innocent Palesti- 
nian people was now victi- 
mised by history?), it coin- 
cided with his move to 
Japan, a country which is 
physically and culturally 
remote from his Arab 
background. Together, 
these two experiences 
helped him view his home- 
land from a more de- 
tached and objective point 
of view, even while he was 
carrying its wound as an 
individual. The cross be- 
came a central theme of 
his paintings, even of his 
pictorial compositions 
themselves. 

As an Arab and an 
artist, as well as inventor 
and scientist, Tamari 
makes his life , as he says, 
"on the edges of Japanese 
society, dreaming of Jeru- 
salem while living in 
Tokyo." The separation 

from his homeland is com- 


pounded by living in an 
industrialised. Wester- 
nised city within an 
ancient Eastern culture, a 
dichotomy which makes 
him feel like "an exile 
within exile." 

Japanese culture, 
however, is an ongoing 
lesson for Tamari in re- 
conciling these opposi- 
tion. in /earning how to 
bring into harmony his in- 
ner life and the outside 
world-and how to express 
that fusion in his art. The 
serene gardens of Kyoto, 
for instance, are at once 
materia! and abstract and 
are. as he says, “at the 
borderline between art 
and reality." 

Vladimir Tamari paints 
in water colour on paper. 
His style is distinguished 
with purity and delicate 
invisible brush-strokes 
that create abstract blend- 
ing patterns of ingenious 
depth and sensuality. His, 
is a masterful technique of 
layering and over lapping 
colour and line, inspiring 
wholesome harmony and 
freedom that embraces 
all. 

Colour is something he 
has never studied; for him 
it is primitive . instinctive 
and. he feels, must have 
come from his childhood, 
from the bright colours 
and clear light of Pales- 
tine. 

Taman's paintings un- 
consciously transmutes 
images of Jerusalem. The 
soft, muted colours of the 
abstract forms are bor- 
dered by passages of white 
and centred by a patch of 
gold. The effect is reminis- 
cent, he says, “of what 
one feels to see the glo- 
rious Dome of the Rock 


after walking in the 
shaded small streets of the 
Old City." Perhaps un- 
consciously too, the very 
composition of the paint- 
ing suggesrs a map of the 
old city and its various 
quarters . all enclosed by 
the wall. 

His paintings, while di- 
vided into grids and circles 
and geometric forms, have 
through their colour, har- 
monies and infusion of 
light an overall unity with 
a patina-like atmosphere 
that Tamari feels is char- 
acteristic of the Old City 
of Jerusalem. These ab- 



stracted and sublimated 
images, their forms de- 
fined by light and their 
airy sense of space, repre- 
sent Taman's love for a 
city that for him. growing 
up. encapsulated "a mod- 
el of the world in all its 
humanity, sanity, beauty 
and suffering and joy... j 
am," he says. “ a living 
rime capsule of Pales- 
tine. " 

Tamari is holding an ex- 
hibition of his waterco- 
lours at Darat Al Funun of 
the Abdul Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation from 
Oct. 5 to Oct. 28. 




One of Vladimir Taman’s watercolours 

currently on display at Darat Al Fuasun 
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New way to stretch out DNA 


By Teresa Riordan 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — A 
new, simple way to stretch 
out the helix-shaped here- 
ditary materia] known as 
DNA into straight strands 
will make it easier for sci- 
entists to pinpoint and 
map human genes, French 
researchers said. 

Researchers at the Pas- 
teur Institute and the 
Ecole Normale Super - 
ieure in Paris report that 
they can stretch out the 
ordinarily helical strands 
of DNA by suspending 
them in a drop of water 
which is placed on a glass 
slide that has been painted 
with a thin layer of silane. 


a common chemical. 

A glass cover slip is then 
placed on top of the drop 
of water, flattening it out. 
The tips 'of the DNA 
strand bind to the silane 
while the rest of the gene- 
tic material floats freely in 
the water. 

By the time the water 
evaporates, the DNA has 
straightened out into a 
strand that is in essence 
tacked onto the slide at 
the point where it bound 
to die silane molecules. 

Scientists have attemp- 
ted with some success to 
conquer the cartographic 
challenges inherent to 
DNA ’s helical shape by 
stretching it out using 
different methods that 


employ optical tweezers, 
magnetic fields , or water 
currents. 

But with these tools , 
measuring the distance be- 
tween genes to establish 
geographic bench marks 
has been “ laborious and 
time-consuming, ” accord- 
ing to Aaron Bensimon, a 
molecular biologist at the 
Pasteur Institute who 
headed up a research team 
that reports on the new 
technique in the latest 
issue of the journal Sci- 
ence. 

Mr. Bensimon said the 
new way was much sim- 
pler. 

“You don’t need soph- 
isticated technology and 
the results are very repro- 


ducible,” Mr. Bensimon 
told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview. “Every- 
body can do it. You don’t 
have to have a PhD to let 
the water evaporate. " 

Mapping the human 
genome plays an impor- 
tant role in the ability of 
scientists to identify genes 
that are implicated in 
hereditary diseases. The 
most recent such genes to 
be located are linked to 
breast cancer. 

The researchers are cur- 
rently working to straight- 
en human DNA, but the 
work reported in Science 
was the DNA from the 
common bacteria E Coli. 

The longest strand the 
researchers straightened 
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Overstretched Russian doctors 


appalled at threat of plague 


By Catherine Trhmphe 
Agence France Presse 


MOSCOW — Russian 
doctors, already stretched 
to the limits dealing with 
outbreaks of diphtheria 
and cholera, are appalled 
at the threat of a plague 
epidemic from India , 
which they know they do 
not have the means to 
combat. 

“It is a disease which 
spreads so fast, you have 
to have excellent antibiotics, 
which we only have in 
very small quantities/' 
Doctor Mihkail Sagar- 
qvich. a pratidsing doctor 
in Moscow for the past 25 
years, told AFP at the 
weekend. 

• No case of plague has 
been reported in Russia so 
far , but an inter-ministe- 
rial committee on conta- 
gious diseases ordered the 
suspension of all air links 
with India. 

The head of Russia’s 
health service. Yevgeni 
Belayev, had played down 
the danger last week. 
While acknowledging 
there was a real risk of the 
plague arriving in Russia , 


he announced a ban only 
on charter flights to India 
and the obligatory vac- 
cination of all air crewj on 
scheduled services and in- 
sisted that Russia had 
sufficient reserves of vac- 
cine. 

But doctors do not 
agree. 

“Of course we don’t 
have what we need,” a 
nurse in the medical ser- 
vice at one of Moscow's 
main line stations said. 
“When passengers come 
to see us, we give them the 
medicine we have , and it 
isn’t always what they 
need,” she told AFP. 
asking not to be identi- 
fied. 

She said she would not 
like to imagine what 
would happen if a carrier 
of the plague got off in the 
Russian capital. But she 
said Moscow airport au- 
thorities were fully pre- 
pared. 

If they found someone 
suspected of being a car- 
rier they would keep him 
or her under observation 
as long as was necessary, 
she said. “ They icno^ 
what to do. Everything is 
ready.” 


Health services in Rus- 
sia and former Soviet re- 
publics have been over- 
whelmed in recent years 
with epidemics of diseases 
ranging from diphtheria to 
cholera and dysentery. 
Nearly every week a new 
outbreak is reported, ex- 
acerbated by the general 
decline in public services 
and the standard of living, 
the migration of popula- 
tions and the relaxation of 
all state controls. 

The speed with which 
cholera spread this sum- 
mer in the Russian Cau- 
casus republic of Daghes- 
tan, and in the past two 
weeks in Ukraine, where 
18 people have died and 
another 1,000 fallen ill, 
bore testament to the in- 
adequacy of measures 
taken by the authorities. 

Although people living 
in Daghestan were theore- 
tically subjected to a com- 
pulsory health check, 
medical certificates were 
on sale at the airport, 
according to one local who 
makes regular trips to 
Moscow. 

Even diphtheria , which 
doctors believed had been 
eradicated 10 years ago. 


has come back with a 
vengeance since 1990. 
Last year it claimed 468 
lives and more than 15,000 
cases were reported in 
Russia , according to Faiz 
Hanoi , a Frenchman who 
is helping set up a Russian 
foundation to combat the 
disease. 
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Dope 

66 

Uroon general 

muse 

5 

Gukewite stnp 

35 

how Roman 
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6 

Basketry branch 


emperor 
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37 

Designer Choman 

68 

Pis In a row 

107 drew 
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39 
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70 

Shorn assert 
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41 
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73 

Pacific island 

109 Ranch rope 

9 
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42 
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74 

Interne" author 
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10 
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43 
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77 

Former French 

112 Star o( The 

ll 

Adversary 

45 

Dam brew 


com 

Seven Tear Itt - 

12 

Solemn sanction 

46 
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82 
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113 See 109 D 

13 

waned kn Better 


rrvi 

B4 

Stand system 

115 Head oi France 


teims 

46 

Close! both 

87 

Meek on. 

116 Ttowhaeied 

14 
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51 

Worked wnh bn 

Bfl 

_ da capo 

carnage 

15 

Yoked beasts 

52 

Getang along In 

89 
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117 Urautatrte 

15 

SeoTtecmiBr 
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90 
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115 Metal listener 


Saity 

53 
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119 Dronuat* 

17 

■Evil Woman" 

54 

Memctvn beaten 

91 
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120 Aid But 
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55 
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82 
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Diagramless £1x21 
By Roger Coburn 


1 

God oi war 

18 

Served 

34 

George or Rsbti 

51 

Marascrox leader 

S 

Stock exchange 


unmtumaMy 

37 

Traaatw 

54 

Semen 


mambwanp 

19 

- Yankee 

38 

In favor ol 

55 

Relpi 

G 

FommaWAng 


DootSe dandy' 

39 

Loo gel 

56 

US proadoni 


aid 

20 

Waahmgfonaty 

40 

Mnoal occurring 

58 

Advantage 

8 

Pemsi 

23 

Besulen 


m prisms 

59 

Appear 

9 

Aarwai 

27 

Famous last wort 

41 

Certain residence 


neatenngiy 


Maroikan van 

28 

■_tha ntght 

43 

Bor 

61 

Peruse 

13 

Suggnn 


bofcre " 

45 

Mama 

62 

Martini Sam 

15 

Oven lor drvmg 

29 

River m Kah 

46 

Owe up 

85 

Dogma 
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30 

Oueet 

49 

Sfcmtsh 

66 

-yourself 

16 

Pulaway 

31 

Rule 

50 

Wafted on 

57 
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1 

Ti*i Men s dog 

17 

Dean 

32 

*Once m love eslh 

44 

Relating ip Pie 

2 

GatkOne 

21 

ProBuoney 
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pope 

3 

NotXemen 

22 

■_ la Bom" 

33 

Pittarthropm 

47 

Wone 

< 

Bur seals 

23 

Persons 

3* 

Appointod 

48 

Ifeacafpece 

7 

'Theater 
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35 

Ripen 

52 
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Si 
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57 
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10 
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Pump office 

25 
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Pane 

60 

Tmnol 

12 

Provide with a 

26 

SwUMIOwng 

42 
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63 

Face covering 
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stream 


command 

64 

Kachan 

14 

Lades 

27 

Turned aside 

43 
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Laat Week'* Cry p t o gram, 

1. Renegade politician reneged on almdat all promiaea ha 
made in his campaign. 

2 Worried woodcutter wisher he could whistle while he 
whittles. 


3. Those city allckera: Raineoata worn only in onr bleak 
urban weather. 


4. Comet simply asks Cupid, “When do you think it will rain, 
dear 7“ 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


I.IRZZ CD. TLBTCD: EAT 1QE S R A 

TLBZRVA DEXECCEI IQJ DQT XRCWTD 

DEOR.I OVOA'D RSD ZVWT QT 

BCTOVSDTO JTGDTCORJ. — By Sol Talaaker 


TALS1NY 


UBWKMARS 


IBEADYEW 


EBB OARS 


— By Erf Baddlnon 


3.BTATUBCFUB 

YOBYDKY 


YOLCDKUKKJY VEBTUK 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


— By Adam Chri st o p her 


□□on snob - Btscisn 
mna antra. ouooct 


ru-'O nab dhc— 

1 Bona 

rtrtoni m i I 

■mrmrt rtnrnnr-t Baao n OC ~~ 
:mac m-n'.-ii‘yi oou Dt 
000 EEJOOQ ODQOD Et 
inn i rrrmrr mtrrrai O ut— 

— j cmum a^nggo, 
QEEEB30 

tmu Q RnorxJ e 
aaa oQ Boo ciehl_ 

JUU CEX3CCI BOOCIEJ 



- O OP _ . 
COOOOIt 

ooooa oouu 

BHoaa-agap.-n 



fjoonnnoD 
ETtir.nniTOonon 
_rTQi?MEJS anraairn 

rmoonQ esnonon 

□nannoH nra* mnnnanm 
rKTonDS nnne-ra oaaoBg 
□no Dsnoonra isui-jwrt 
3oa n na nna ogernnsaer 
rrnnn crGiQn 
Rnmnnaon rmnne acim* 
ntmjRH onomann rtti 


nnnnan anena r _ 
□ornanfin ona anneac 
ononan _ nnonan 


□naEcn nanopiin 
onnrtai! - 


laorjnnnig 

^n .Ti'Trfj Ljun 


4.BVCE BUT CHUT 


LA GALDGBDO. ROT 


O BEING YU BILD HUGBYNNE. — By Frank N. Sum 


out was about one million 
base pairs long, which rep- 
resents several genes and 
about one-quarter of the 
bacteria’s total genetic 
material. 

Mr. Bonshnon said bis re- 
search team also was 
working to develop a new 
type of diagnostic test 
based on the new techni- 
que for HIV and other 
viruses. 

DNA extracted from a 
human cell would be sus- 
pended in a solution and 
then dropped onto a slide 
coated with a protein that 
will bind only to viral 
genetic material that 


might be lurking within 
the host’s DNA, accord- 
ing to Mr. Bensimon. 

Researchers would then 
rinse off the slide. The 
nonviral DNA would 
wash away, while the viral 
DNA would stay attached 
to the slide, according to Mr. 
Bensimon. The viral DNA 
would then be coated with 
a fluorescent material so 
that it could be seen under 
an ordinary microscope. 

“This mil allow us to 
detect minute quantities 
of a virus, to quantify the 
exact number of copies of 
viral DNA within a cell,” 
Mr. Bensimon said. 




BSBKEB 


Chinese 


medicine 
factory holds 
secret of 


eternal youth 


He said the disease bad 
come back because of the 
lax attitude of the author- 
ities and distrust of vac- 
cination among certain 
sections of the population. 

“ Rumours in the press 
over problems with vac- 
cines against diphtheria 
resulted in part of the 
population , already wary 
of medicine, opting out of 
being vaccinated /’ he 
said. 

Doctor Sagarovicb 
waxed almost nostalgic 
over the o/d days of the 
Soviet Union. 

“Before, the East Bloc 
countries gave us medical 
supplies under barter 
agreements. Now we have 
to buy from them in hard 
currency. When you ha- 
ven’t got the money , ev- 
erything gets very compli- 
cated.” 




By Tiffany Sown 

Agence France Presse 


BAICHENG, China — 
Are you yearning to re- 
gain your youthful good 
looks and energy? Look- 
ing to lengthen your life 
by years? Got a problem 
with premature ejacula- 
tion or impotence? 


ments , says the prom- 
otional literature, which 
carries the image of a 
radiant, young girl hug- 
ging her box of Life’s Tre- 
asure to her heart. 


Among those experi- 
ments was one in which 50 
white mice that were fed 


capsules for 36 days and 
5u that were not were sub- 


Then Meng Ungzheng, 
director of the stare-run 
Jielin Baicbeng Chinese 
Medicine Factory in Chi- 
na's northeastern Jilin 
province, is confident he 
has the answer for you. 

“ Shengmingbao cures 
all kinds of illnesses. If 
you take it, it will make 
you feel very young and 
look very beautiful/’ said 
Meng, lovingly caressing 
one of the innocuous- 
iooking yellow and red 
plastic capsules — whose 
name translates as “ Life’s 
Treasure” — that he 
swears can perform many 
miracles. 


sequently placed in a 60- 
metre (200-foot) long tun- 
nel Glled with deep, cold 
water. 


The factory’s marketing 
material, in somewhat cu- 
rious English, lists just 
some uses: 

“ Counteracting senility 
and fatigue, elevating sex- 
ual functions, used in 
senilism , feebleminded- 
ness. senile plaque, senile 
mole, dizziness and tinni- 
tus lasso tude in loin and 
knees, fatigability, insom- 
nia and amnesia , deficien- 
cy of vital essence and 
energy , emission impoten- 
cy, reduced sexual func- 
tions. ” 


“The ones that had 
been given Shengmingbao 
managed to make it to the 
other end, the others 
didn’t — they just sank to 
the bottom /’ said an 
amused factory boss. 

Like many Chinese 
tonics, it “ also raises 
men’s sexual ability /' by 
nourishing the “ sben ” — 
literally the kidney, but in 
Chinese medicine also the 
invisible source of male 
vitality , said Meng. 

The miracle tonic is just 
one of some 40 Chinese 
medicines that contribute 
to annual sales in the re- 
gion of 50 million yuan 
($5.8 million) by Shea's 
factory, set up in 1970. 

Among other curious 
but popular concoctions 
are “Black Chicken Balls” 
— sticky black lumps 
nearly the size of a ping- 
pong ball that taste like a 
mixture between the bit- 
terest liquorice and tar, 
and are said to cure all 
kinds of t *women’s prob- 
lems. ” 


But, given mankind’s 
eternal quest for immor- 
tality, the main reason for 
the expensive product’s 
good sales appears ro be 
its promise as an elixir of 
life. 


Meng insists this is not 
the kind of exaggerated 
marketing for which many 
Chinese medicine com- 
panies have recently 
found themselves in trou- 
ble, explaining the “scien- 
tific” basis for the effec- 
tiveness of “ Life’s Trea- 
sure. ” 


“Everything but the 
chicken's guts go in — 
meat, skin, bones, blood, 
feet, head,” said Meng. 
“That’s then mixed up 
together with about 20 
other Chinese medicines. 
If you just bad the black 
chickens it wouldn’t 
work.” 


“ The natural length of a 
person’s life depends on 
cell structure. Once your 
cells have split a fixed 
number of times, that’s it 
— you’re dead, ” he says. 

The secret of this conco- 
ction of 21 ingredients — 
including ginseng, gecko, 
antler . “sea barse and 
sasame seed — is its abil- 
ity to slow down the aver- 
age time between the 
splitting of cells from 48 to 
62 hours, he says. 


Exactly why it is effec- 
tive remains unclear, with ‘ 
Meng saying simply that 
“ Chinese medicine is 
based on experience of 
thousands of years. It 
cures illness by treating 
the root of the problem, 
while Western medicine 
treats only the superficial 
symptoms. It would take 
hours to explain.” 


Some 10.000 of the 
valuable fowl, named for 
their jet black skin, are 
raised and slaughtered at 
the factory’s nearby farm 
each year. 


“ Shengmingbao is a 
breakthrough to tradition- 
al Chinese anti-aging 
medicine, ” based on years 
of research and experi- 


“ You have to kill them 
before they’re one year 
old — if you wait any 
longer, they’ll be no good 
for medicine. They have 
to be young and full of life 
— some old bird isn’t 
going to do you any 
good/ 1 said Meng. 


Thai AIDS vaccine 

trials are f 
promising; more 

testing needed 


By Dylan Jones 
Agence France Presse 


BANGKOK — Resear- 
chers have reported prom- 
ising initial results from 
Thailand’s first AIDS vac- 
cine trials but cautioned 
that “years” of testing are 
ahead in the tight against 
the Human Immune-De- 
ficiency Virus (HTV). 

Blood tests conducted 
by the Thai Red Cross 
Society indicated that 10 
out of 24 people who re- 
ceived a trial vaccine from 
United Biomedical Inc. 
(UBI) bad produced anti- 
bodies against HTV. 

The results were more 
promising than in similar 
tests in the United States, 
where seven of 30 test 
subjects showed anti- 
bodies after injections of 
the same UBI serum. Dr. 
Praphan Phanupbak, who 
supervises, the Thai prog- 
ramme said. 

But the results are only 
preliminary. Dr. Praphan 
stressed. 

The UBI candidate vac- 
cine Bone of several being 
considered for testing 
here, and the Red Cross 
programme is at the 
“phase one ” level, pri- 
marily intended to alert 
researchers to side effects. 

“As to how effective the 
antibodies would be, we 
could not say,” Dr. 
Praphan told AFP, but 
“this opens the way to 
farther testing of mote 
complex versions of this 
synthetic vaccine.” 

It may also lead to 
direct testing against HTV 
samples — or phase-three 
tests — “in a few years 
from now,” be said. 

Other researchers ex- 
pressed interest in the 
tests. 

“This looks good, ” said 
Dr. Preecha Siharaj of the 
Army Medical Research 
Institute, which scrapped 
its own trials of a candi- 
date vaccine by company 
Micro Genesis in March. 

Now, Dr. Pieccha said, the 


army is negotiating with 
Biodne, another candi- 
date vaccine manufactur- 
er, to run tests on atmy 
conscripts in northern pro- 
vinces, where the AIDS- 
rate is the highest in the 
country. 

Dr. Preecha, wbdthas 
followed the Red Gross 
tests, said the xziiUtaiy 
wanted to test a vaccine 
for the E-strain of HTV, 
the most common type in 
Thailand and prevalent 
among heterosexuals. 

“We are pushing for 
that ” he said. Artty con- 
scripts are in the high-fisk ' ■ 
category in Thailand be- 
cause of the liketihobd 
they will visit prostitutes. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) is reviewing: a m 
proposal to test a third 
candidate vaccine, from 
Genetech, on intravenous 
drug users in Bangkok, 
according to officials at 
WHO and Mahidol Uni- 
versity. 

“We would be looking 
at a different vaccine and a 
different strain of HIV, ” 
Mahidol Vice President 
Prasert Thongcharoen 
said. 

He said he hoped 
WHO officials would 
make a decision when he 
fries to Geneva for meet- 
ings in October. 

Physicians in several 
countries have been 
attempting to isolate a 
vaccine to attack HIV 
cells, much as common 
vaccines for polio and 
hepatitis do. 

. While the United States 
has been the most active 4 
in testing, some develop- 
ing countries with high in- 
fection rates have entered 
the race for a vaccine as 
well. 

Thailand’s National 
Commission on Afi)S 
estimates that as maify as 
600,000 people are RTV- 
positive or suffer from 
full-blown acquired im- 
mune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS). 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1 . a - A child has 20 teeth, 
b- An adult has 32 teeth 
c - A horse 40. 
d - A dog 42. 
e- A cat 30. 


& & fr ft fr 


2. To a bishop begin “My Lord Bishop ” and end *1 \ 
remain', my Lord Bishop, Your Lordship most 
obedient servant.” 


To tbeKi 
Majesty's 


“Sir”, arid end * T remain, Your 
and dutiful servant.” 




3. — The LITHOSPHERE is the earth's c rust 

— The TROPOSPHERE is the lower layer of the 
atmosphere op to about seven miles, where the 
temperature falls as the height increases. 

— The STRATOSPHERE extends from about 
seven to fifty miles up. 

— The IONOSPHERE is above that 

The HYDROSPHERE is the watery part of the 
earth’s crust. 




1 4. Mexico City is not on a river. 
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PUZZLES 

UNE UP 


FAILURE, 

REMAINS , 

EMPTIES , 

EXPENSE, 

DOORMAN, 

OCEANIC, 

MANLIKE. 


The arrowed words are: 

FREEDOM, 

LATERAL, 

ESSENCE. 
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JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-ERIDAY, OCTOBER <-7, 1994 



Najah, the mother of four, had told Ayed 
that the man he found hiding in her bed 
room was a stranger who had bean harassing 
her. Ayed did not believe her. After he failed 
to stab the stranger with the knife he was 
carrying, he went to his house in Hashemi to 
get his father’s guns. The gun was no where 
to be found, so he came back and “.cleansed 
the honour” of his family with a knife. 

“I started stabbing her as she begged me 
not. to kill her,” says Ayed, 23. “Her four 
children started sobbing over their mother’s 
body and I left the house.” 


Murder in the name of honour 


(Continued from page 1) 

penalty." 

Another paragraph states 
that *‘he who discovers his 
wife, 'or one of his female 
relatives with another in an 
adulterous situation, and he 
kills, wounds or injures one 
or both of them, benefits 
from a reduction of penal- 
ty." 

Article 98 states: "He 
who commits a crime in a fit 
of fury caused by an un- 
rightful and dangerous act 
on the pan of the victim 
benefits from a reduction of 
penalty." 

On the other hand, if 
situations were reversed 
and a woman found her 
husband with another 


woman, there is nothing she 
could do. If she kills her 
husband, she would not be- 
nefit from any reduction of 
penalty, and would receive 
at least three years in pris- 
on. 

According to lawyer and 
civil rights activist Asma 
Khader, in most cases, ac- 
cused men benefit from the 
leniency of these laws and 
are sentenced only to six 
months to three years in 
prison for their crime. 

Feminist Lama Abu 
Odeh, who wrote her doer 
toral thesis on "Honour 
Crimes and the Construc- 
tion of Gender in Arab 
Society,” adds that suspects 
in crimes of honour seem to 
always receive sympathy 


from various sectors of soci- 
ety, with provisions in the 
penal code helping to re- 
duce the penalty when they 
are found guilty. 

Dr. Shtwei says that 
some families assign the 
task of honour killings to a 
male relative under IS years 
of age. knowing that he 
would be dealt with as a 
minor by the criminal jus- 
tice system and thus would 
receive the reduced penal- 
ties applicable to juvenile 
delinquents. 

“In such cases the law 
remands the youth who 


committed the murder to a 
rehabilitation centre, and 
when he reaches the age of 
18, he is set free," Dr. 
Shtwei explains. 

Minors who are sent to 
rehabilitation centres con- 
tinue their education and 
leam a profession. They are 
later released with no cri- 
minal record. 

Many of those who com- 
mit such crimes hide behind 
Islamic law to defend their 
actions. Yet. Islamic law 
does not provide any justi- 
fication for killing a woman 
in the name of family hon- 


our, according to Chief Isla- 
mic Justice Sheikh Izzeddin 
A1 Khatib Al Tamimi. 

"No one fully under- 
stands the Sharia, and many 
women are unjustly killed.” 
Sheikh Tamimi says. "Not 
every incident is a case of 
adultery, and killings are 
not always justified,” he 
adds. 

Islam never permits kill- 
ings before the law of the 
religion is applied. Sheikh 
Tamimi explains. 

"In Sharia the killer is 
killed, but since the Shari3 
law is not fullv im- 


plemented under Jordanian 
law, the Sharia cannot in- 
terfere in such cases to im- 
plement its own rulings," 
Sheikh Tamimi adds. 

According to Sharia, kill- 
ing is allowed only in the 
case of married couples, 
and there must be four wit- 
nesses to an alleged act of 
adultery, explains Sheikh 
Tamimi. He also stresses 
that Islamic Sharia, and not 
the individuals involved, is 
the ultimate judge. 

Nawai Fakhouri, the first 
woman to be elected to the 
Shura Council of the Isla- 


Israel, PLO disagree on candidates 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Israel is laying down guide- 
lines but these are not "pre- 
conditions," he said. 

Gen. Rothschild has sing- 
•led dout the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas, 
who on Monday said they 
would join die elections if the 
elected council would have 
the power to cancel the dec- 
laration of principles on 
autonomy. 

Dr. Erakat challenged the 
Israeli position. 

“We could also ask the 
Israeli side to put laws that 
would force the Israelis to 
sign an agreement and pledge 
support" for the autonomy 
accord before taking part in 
' Israeli parliamentary elec- 
tions, he said. 

. “But these conditions real- 
ly are not acceptable and not 
even logical. The elections 
are a tool for democracy and 
this makes it a sin to bar any 
Palestinian fr om die elections 
on die basis of his political 
viewpoints.” ' 

But Gen. Rothschfld noted 
that Israel had barred two 
extremi st parties, Kach and 
Kahane Hai, from elections 
in 1992. 

He also defended himself 
against Palestinian charges of 
adopting an undemocratic 
stance. 


“Our refusal to allow any 
group to stand in the elec- 
tions which is calling for the 
destruction of the state of 
Israel does not harm the 
democratic process of the 
elections," he told Israeli 
military radio from Cairo. 

On the positive front. Dr. 
Erekat and Gen. Rothschild 
acknowledged that the nego- 
tiators had moved ahead on 
procedural issues. 

On a population register 
for the West Bank, the 
Palestinian negotiator said, 
die Israelis agreed to hand 
over information necessary 
for a survey there ahead of 
elections. 


Following is a list of the ‘crimes of honour’ 
committed in the Kingdom since the 
beginning of the year. 

Jan. 1 — An unidentified divorced woman was killed by 
her brother in Zarqa with a sharp object for "suspicious 
behaviour.” The victim was struck several times on the 
head. She died instantly. 

Feb. 5 — A 21-year-old woman identified as J J.H and 
ber alleged lover were shot and killed by her brother, 25, 
for alleged adultery. 

Feb. 8 — A 35-year-old Zarqa woman, identified as 
S.I.A.. was shot and killed by her uncle. The woman 
received eight bullet wounds. 

Feb. 18 — Two sisters from Zarqa. Khawla, 33. and 
Amneh, 27. were shot and killed by their brother for 
"immoral behaviour." Each woman was shot at least four 
times. 

April 3 — A 37-year-old divorced woman and mother of 
14 children was shot and killed by her brother, 42, in Jerash 
because "someone told him that his sister was seeing a 
man." 

April 15 — A 20-year-old divorced Zarqa woman was 
stabbed and killfed by her brother for alleged adultery. The 
victim, Khawla A.K.. received a 15-centimetre-deep 
wound to rhe neck and another to the chest. 

May 7 — A 15-year-old shepherd girl named Khawla was 
shot and killed by her brother, 25. The brother received an 
annonymous letter accusing his sister of having an affair. 
Urged by his father without investigating the -source of the 
letter or its concents, the young man killed his sister. 

May 8 — A 23-year-old divorced Irbid woman named 
Aisha was stabbed to death by her brother. Aisha’s brother 
was told by relatives that his sister was having an affair with 
someone. 

May 31 — A 16-year-old woman named Kifaya from 
Tahal Hashemi Al Shamali had ber throat slit by her 


brother, 32, because she was raped by a younger brother. 
The older brother was encouraged by relatives to "cleanse 
the family honour." 

Aug. I — A 23-year-old woman in Ajloun received one 
bullet to the heart after being shot by her brother because 
she was raped by a stranger. Her brother felt he had to kill 
her to “cleanse the family's honour." After Fatima was 
killed, her family members claimed that she was mentally 
ill. 

Aug. 8 — A 25-year-old woman in Salt was killed by her 
husband for alleged adultery. Hamda received one bullet to 
the genitalia because her husband was told by friends that 
she was seeing another man. 

Sept. 16 — An 18-year-old physically handicapped girl 
was killed by her brother in Jiza because she was pregnant 
from a man who had promised to marry her. Jazia was 
stabbed in the neck and several parts of her body and was 
shot several times by her brother. 

Three additional . "crimes of honour" were reported, but 
the Jordan Times was unable to obtain any information 
regarding the incidents and the victims. In most cases 
reported, police declined to comment on the incidents, and 
in some cases they would not confirm the killings. 

> Following is a list of the numbers of reported murders, 
including " crimes of honour " in the pah 8 years: 


When Kifay a, a veiled high-school student 
from the Hashemi Al Shamali district of 
Amman, had earlier been raped by ber 
brother, she was threatened with death if she 
exposed him. She was then swiftly married 
off to a man 34 years ho* senior. Khaled 
killed her when she was abandoned by her 
husband. 

Wielding a bloody knife while Kifaya lay 
dead cm the floor, Khaled triumphantly 
announced: “I have cleansed my family’s 
honour.” 

And his family and neighbours began to 
ululate. They fired off gun shots in celebra- 
tion. 


Year 

Total 

crimes 

Honour 

crimes 

Percentages 

1986 

66 

22 

33.3 

1987 

69 

18 

26.5 

1988 

76 

23 

30.2 

1989 

62 

20 

32.2 

1990. 

82 

22 

26.2 

1991 

76 

24 

31.5 

1992 

93 

27 

32.9 

1993 

96 

33 

* 34.4 


mic Action Front (IAF), 
says that Islam and the 
Sharia are dear about such 
issues, and that individuals 
should carefully investigate 
accusations of "immoral be- 
haviour” before behaving, 
hastily. 

"The problem with most 
Muslims is that they lack 
knowledge of Islamic laws, 
although there are institu- 
tions specialised in explain- 
ing Islamic and Sharia 
issues." Ms. Fakhouri said. 

But action is taken to 
stop what many call unlaw- 
ful and justified crimes of 
honour, women continue to 
pay the price, and killers 
get away with light sent- 
ences. 

Ayed received a life sent- 
ence, but was released from 
prison after serving one 
year. 

Court hearings later 
proved that his sister had 
indeed been innocent and 
that the stranger had been 
threatening her. 

"I regret acting quickly," 
says Ayed. But he stresses 
that if he is faced with the 
same situation again, -he 


would act in the same way: 
kill bis sister to "deanse bis t 
honour.” 

In the opinion of Senator* 
Leila Sharaf, honour kill- 
ings are violations of human 
.rights and should be addres- 
sed at conferences and in~ 
studies. 

What is happening now is 
that rather than trying these 
women in courts to deter- 
mine their guilt or inno- 
cence. such women are 
murdered solely on the 
basis of suspicion, says the 
Senator. 

According to Dr. Nasser,: 
"this phenomena will come 
to an end but it will get 
worse before it gets better." . 

"It win change bemuse 
our society is changing," - 
savs Dr. Nasser. 

but ‘Senator Sharaf 
argues against the situation, 
to change on its own and 
urges organised action to 
stop these crimes. 

"In order to change the 
(situation), women must 
form organised lobbying 
groups to put pressure on 
the relevant ministries," 
she says. 


Supreme court 
judge resigns 


(Continued from page 

found himself alone among 
the veteran judges, still in 
office and therefore he was 
requesting to be retired too. 

Mr. Shammout paid tri- 
bute to a long line of veteran 
judges and lawyers including 
Musa Saket and Najib Al 
Rash dan, who, be said, had 
enriched the judiciary with 
their ideas and promoted the 
court’s work with their efforts 
over the years. 


1 ) 

Mr. Shammout, who has 
served as judge at the various 
courts including the Court of 
Cassation , was appointed 
bead of the Supreme Court 
b^the Council of Ministers in 

In his letter to the justice 
minister, Mr. Shammout said 
that be was still able to serve 
the judiciary by returning to 
his law practice. 


‘Israeli-proposed deals no 
answer to border demands’ 


(Continoed from page 1) . 

going to be that hard; we are 
going to listen to them," he 
said. 

Dr. Majali also disclosed 
that Israel had “accepted and 
admitted" that Jordan had 
sovereignty over the Rotten- 
berg plot, which lies near the 
convergence of the rivers Jor- 
dan ana Yarmouk. 

Dr. Muasher said Jorda- 
nian and Israeli experts were 
engaged in a “continuous 
process” of surveying and re- 
lated studies as part of deter- 
mining the borders. 

■ The Jerusalem Post re- 
ported Wednesday that the 
experts surveyed the are a 
around the Hunmeh springs 
in the north and used satellite 
pictures to “get an accurate 
view of the region." 

Jordan is not claiming any 
land near the springs, but the 
spot could turn out to be a 
thorny issue since it is 
claimed by both Syria and the 
Palestinians, experts say. 

The Post also reported that 
World Bank officials recently 
toured the Jordan Valley re- 
gion to assess at first hand the 
possibilities of helping to fi- 
nance various joint projects. 

One of those projects is a 
$60 million plan to “organise 
the disposal of sewage along 
both sides of the River (Jor- 
dan) and clean up the Jordan 
itself as a prelude to develop- 
ing tourism projects in the 
area,” the Post said. 

Meanwhile, a proposal to 
build a pipe-line cum-canal to 
fink the Red Sea with the 
Dea Sea and use its outputs 
to address water and energy 
problems of the area 
appeared to have sparked an 
Israeli mfight. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted 
Energy and Infrastructure 
Minister Moshe Shahal as 
calling for one body to deal 
with the project and submit 

recommendations on a 

“purely professional baas, 
without political considera- 
tions." 

The paper quoted Mr. 


Shahal of accusing the gov- 
ernment of overlooking that 
it had agreed with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to study a similar pro- 
ject to link tiie Mediterra- 
nean with the Dead Sea zmd 
agreeing to the Jordanian 
Red-Dead Sea project. 

“Unfortunately, four or 
five government ministries 
are dealing with the Dead 
Sea project, and every day a 
new message goes out from • 
one or the other," Mr. Shah- 
al was quoted as saying. 
“Israel agreed with the 
Palestinians to examine the 
Katif route (from the 
Mediterranean to the Dead 
Sea). They forgot that they 
had agreed on something 
with the Palestinians and 
agreed to examine the (Wadi 
Araba) ‘Peace Valley* route 
withthe Jordanians." 

■ The Mediterranean-Dead 
Sea project was an Israeli 
proposal, which was coun- 
tered by the Jordanian prop- 
osal in the early 80s. The 
Israeli proposal was re- 
portedly shelved in the mid- 
80s following Jordan's objec- 
tions as a riparian of the 
Dead Sea and the alternate 
proposal the Kingdom drew 
up. 

But the Israelis revived the 
Med-Dead project in their 
negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians and included a dear 
reference to it the declaration 
of principles signed in 
Washington in September 
1993. However, it later in- 
formed the multilateral work- 
ing group on water resources 
that it had no intention to 
revive the proposal. 

According to Mr. Sbabal, 
as quoted by the Post, Israeli 
government officials are con- 
sidering different water op- 
tions for different reasons. 
“The prime minister’s water 
adviser, Noah Kinarti, and 
the agriculture minister are 
talking about the (northern) 
valleys option. There are also 
bodies checking different op- 
tions for private commercial 
reasons, like a German group 
checking a pipeline instead of 


a canal," he was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Shahal asserted that 
Israel had so far invested $20 
million in public money via 
the Dead Sea Canal Com- 
pany under the auspices of 
the energy ministry. 

The Post reported: 

Mr. Shahal said the Dead 
Sea Cana 1 bad returned to 
the agenda due to the politic- 
al changes which made it 
possible and because it is the 
only project which can supply 
desalinated water in quanti- 
ties to meet the needs of 
Jordanians, Palestinians, and 
Israel at a reasonable price. 

He noted, however, that 
Israel, which has access to 
two coasts, does not need the 
tiie canal or pipeline as much 
as Jordan. 

Shahal also said the Gulf 
states have shown "great in- 
terest" in using the oil ports 
at Ashkelon, Haifa, and 
Eilat. The Gulf states are also 
interested in storing oil here, 
and Israel’s Oil Services 
Company is dealing with the 
requests, be said. 

The lifting of the secondary 
boycott and the progress in 
relations with Qatar have 
helped bring the possibility of 
natural gas imports from 
there modi closer. 

The gas would primarily be 
used to produce electricity 
and serve as an addffional 
supply- to Egyptian gas. 

There have been no direct 
contact with the Saudi Ara- 
bian government on oil im- 
ports, but private business- 
men in Jordan have raised 
the possibility, Shahal said. 

He said the ministry is con- 
tinuing to investigate alterna- 
tive sources of energy, in- 
cluding solar, oil shales, and 
wind power. The ministry is 
not considering nuclear ener- 
gy at this stage, he said. 

Shahal said he opposed 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sand’s project for large 
national landfills which do 
not include the option of 
refuse combustion as an ener- 
gy source. 
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Syria expected to show 
strong but reduced growth 


DAMASCUS (R) — The Sy- 
rian economy will show 

- strong bat reduced growth 

- this year after a decline in 
consumer demand during the 

.‘first six months, the U.S. 

embassy in Damascus said in 
.'.an annual report. 

-■ The report, released this 
month, estimates gross 
domestic product will grow at 
.•-..a rate of seven per cent at 
constant prices, down from 
• -11 per cent in 1993 and 10 per 
cent in 1992. 

- ■ The Syrian government has 
not released its own estimate 
v but independent Syrian and 
foreign economists have 
‘j - made predictions within the 
-- same range as the U.S. re- 

' .port. 

: - 1 . The recent high growth has 
-been largely due to booms in 
agriculture, recovering from 
. .drought and neglect in the 
-1980s, and in oil, where pro- 
...duction has quadrupled since 
.the mid-1980s to reach about 
/: 580,000 barrels a day (b/d) at 
the end of 1993. 

An inflow of private invest- 
ment has also contributed as 
. Syrians with money abroad 
take advantage of liberalisa- 
tion. 

“In 1994, supported by the 


government's buoyant public 
investment programme, gross 
doemstic product growth is 
expected to continue to be 
positive. Good winter rains 
should boost both crop pro- 
duction and... the agro-based 
economy," the report said. 

“However, reductions in 
consumer demand during the 
first and second quarters of 
1994 resulted from a financial 
scandal that has sharply re- 
duced liquidity and from 
price increases stemming 
from reductions in govern- 
ment subsidies and wage in- 
creases to government em- 
ployees.” it added. 

Earlier this year the gov- 
ernment froze an information 
money market which had 
raised billions of pounds 
(hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars) in deposits from Syrians 
eager for chance to invest 
their savings, businessmen 
said. For the moment much 
of that money is sitting idle. 

Some economists say the 
liquidity problem might re- 
duce gross domestic product 
growth this year to below the 
seven per cent estimate. 

Syria has no stock ex- 
change thougn the govern- 
ment is looking at proposals 


Nigerian opposition sees 
unrest over fuel prices 


LAGOS (R) — Opposition 
groups said Wednesday a 
.threefold increase in petrol 
' prices in Nigeria was likely to 
‘trigger unrest that could pose 
, a bigger challenge to military 
".rulers than recent pro- 
; democracy disturbances. 

“I will be very surprised if 
the peoples* response to the 
increase is not bigger than 
.what happened in July and 
August,” Beko Ranrome- 
■Kuti, chairman of the Cam- 
paign for Democracy (C.D.) 
pressure group, told Reuters. 

“I don’t see how ordinary 
people can absorb the in- 

- crease." he said. 

Military ruler General Sani 
Abacha. fresh from crushing 
two months of protests ana 
strike to force him to quit, 
Tuesday announced new fuel 
prices. Though lower than 
those set Sunday by the state 
oil company, they still repre- 
sented a significant increase 
in fuel costs. 

- “The government intended 
all along to charge the cur- 
rent prices but thought it 
could fool the people by first 
stating higher prices and then 

"bringing them down,” said 
Luke Aghanenu, an official 
,of the National Association 
Democratic Lawyers. 

“Many organisations, in- 
cluding our own, will go 
ahead and mobilise people to 
resist the increase. It is the 
.only option open to us," he 
added. 


With the opposition in 
apparent disarray after 
Genera] Abacha in August 
sacked militant union chiefs, 
banned critical newspapers 
and detained many political 
critics, the administration 
may have reduced the possi- 
bility of concerted protest. 

But activists say recent set- 
backs in the campaign to 
force Gen. Abacha to cede 
power to jailed presidential 
claimant Mosftood Abrola 
has not dampened their re- 
solve to fight military. 

“They may have won a 
battle but they cannot win the 
war,” Mr. Beko Ransome- 
Kuti said. 

Gen. Abacha set the price 
for a litre of petrol at 1 1 naira 
(50 cents), against 15 naira 
(68 cents) fixed Sunday. 

Gen. Abacha, in a "much 
awaited nationwide broad- 
cast, said his government 
trimmed Sunday’s increase, 
which took petrol from 3.25 
naira (15 cents) because it 
realised it was too sudden. 

Sunday's hike triggered an 
immediate surge in food and 
transport costs, setting off 
mild protests in the north 
which was calm during the 
recent pro-dent ocracy unrest. 

Nigerian governments 
have Iogn been under press- 
ure to cut fuel subsidies 
which gave motorists in the 
country one of the cheapest 
supplies of petrol in the 
world. 
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to create one for companies 
set up under the liberalised 
investment law of 1991. 

The U.S. report said the 
government faced serious 
challenges in containing un- 
employment. maintaining the 
momentum of reform and 
securing finance for the pub- 
lic investment programme. 

It estimated the unemploy- 
ment rate this year at 4.5 per 
cent but gave no comparative 
figures. Inflation would rise 
to 20 per cent, from 15 per 
cent in 1993 and 10 in 1992. it 
added. 

It predicted that the ba- 
lance of trade would deterio- 
rate this year, to a deficit of 
S1.5 billion, compared with 
deficits of SI billion in 1993 
and S400 million in 1992. 

Up-to-date balance of pay- 
ments figures are not avail- 
able but a Syrian official said 
last week there was still a 
deficit. 

Seven per cent growth this 
year would bring gross 
domestic product up to 
S10.45 billion or S746 per 
capita, the report said. 

The rate of population 
growth in Syria has been esti- 
mated at between 3.4 and 3.6 
per cent. 

S. Korea to 
lift foreign 
exchange 
controls 
within 
five years 

MADRID (AFP) — South 
Korea will lift foreign ex- 
change controls within the 
next five years as it continues 
to open its securities market 
to foreign investors. Bank of 
Korea Governor Kim Myung 
Ho said Wednesday. 

His remarks followed an 
announcement in Seoul ear- 
lier Wednesday by Finance 
Minister Park Jae- Yoon, who 
said the ceiling on foreign 
stock ownership would be 
raised from 10 to 12 per cent 
before the end of the year and 
to 15 per cent next year. 

In a speech to the annual 
meeting of the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund, Mr. Kim said his 
country was now accelerating 
large-scale structural reforms 
to convert its economy into 
an “advanced open system." 

He noted that the third 
stage of financial liberalisa- 
tion had been launched last 
year, and that the World 
Bank and the IMF had asses- 
sed “certain areas" of the 
plan progressing ahead of 
schedule. 


Peanuts 


IMF says 
Algeria 
in good 
position 
to get 
new funds 

MADRID (AFP) — The 
world financial community 
has given its stamp of approv- 
al to Algeria's economic re- 
forms and believes the coun- 
try is in a good position to get 
new IMF funds next year, 
sources said Tuesday. 

Michel Camdessus, manag- 
ing director of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
met with Algerian officials 
along with representatives 
from various creditor coun- 
tries and private banks at the 
IMFs annual meeting here. 

“All of Algeria's creditors 
agreed that the economic re- 
form programme is proceeding 
successfully," a source dose 
to the IMF said. “The Alge- 
rian government has even 
carried out some reforms 
ahead of schedule. The IMF 
is very optimistic about the 
outcome of the new program- 
me.” 

In exchange for SI billion 
in credits in May, the IMF 
required Algeria to adopt re- 
forms such as devaluing the 
dinar, dismantling the state 
monopoly over foreign trade 
and removing subsidies on 
daily necessities. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Front, currently engaged in a 
bloody battle against the gov- 
ernment. rejects the reforms 
for “impoverishing" the 
Algerian people. 

The one-year economic re- 
form programme is expected 
to be followed by a second 
programme lasting three 
years. 


GATT sees world 
trade pact gains 
topping $500b by 2005 


MADRID (AFP) — Global 
income gains from market 
opening under the Uruguay 
Round world trade pact 
should top $500 billion a year 
by 2005, GATT Director 
General Peter Sutherland has 
said. 

Unveiling key findings of a 
new study by economists of 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
he said their most “conserva- 
tive" estimates showed that 
the merchandise trade of de- 
veloping countries would rise 
by at least 14 per cent. 

Exports by industrial coun- 
tries in the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) were 
likely to be seven to eight per 
cent above what it would 
have been without the 
Round, Mr. Sutherland said. 

The GATT chief stressed 
that the new study's estimate 
of world income gains by 
2005, when Uruguay Round 
trade liberalisation measures 
should be fully implemented, 
was broadly twice the level of 
earlier projections by the 
GATT, the OECD and the 
World Bank. 

Those estimates set the im- 
pact of measures to boost 
market access at roughly one 
per cent of recorded world 
GDP in 1992. 

Mr. Sutherland, here for 
the annual meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank, said 
GATT economists, using a 
newly-developed world eco- 
nomic model, had now also 
been able to capture the 
effects of economies of scale 
and more open competition. 

But even these new esti- 
mates were “still too low,” he 


said. For they foiled to take 
into account “other lasting 
effects" related to “higher 
investment, accelerated eco- 
nomic growth and a healthier 
climate for global research 
and development and new 
product development." 

Mr. Sutherland told a news 
conference most experts now 
believe that income and trade 
rains from other Uruguay 
Round agreements which 
cannot be pinned down, 
would be “greater than the 
gains from the parts that can 
be quantified." 

He was referring to the 
potential economic impact of 
accords on services and intel- 
lectual property as well as the 
strengthening of multilateral 
trade disciplines. 

Mr. Sutherland said the 
new estimates should be a 
powerful argument for coun- 
tries that have stOl not done 
so to go ahead with ratifica- 
tion of the Uruguay Round 
package, signed at Mar- 
rakesh, Morocco, last April. 

So far, 27 of the GATT’s 
123 members have ratified it, 
but Mr. Sutherland said ab- 
out 50 other countries, in- 
cluding the three world trade 
heavyweights — the United 
States, Japan and the 12- 
nation European Union — 
would have completed their 
procedures by December. 

GATT officials stressed 
the importance of getting ma- 
jor developing trading pow- 
ers including India and Brazil 
“aboard” by then. 

The NATO, scheduled to 
start operating Jan. 1, will 
take over from GATT as the 
guardian of world-wide free 
trade. 


Cameroon cash crisis holds up aid 


YAOUNDE (R) — Came- 
roon is stuck in cash crisis 
because foreign loans cannot 
be disbursed until the country 
pays its debt service arrears 
— and to pay up it needs 
cash, Yaounde-based eco- 
nomists say. 

“It’s a typdal catch 22 
situation," said Bob Baldwin, 
chief economist at the Euroe- 
pean Commission delegation 
in Yaounde. 

“At the moment the gov- 
ernment of Cameroon has a 
liquidity problem. A way of 
having more input in the sys- 
tem is to unblock foreign aid. 
But to unblock foreign aid 
they need to pay debt service 
arrears. And to pay those 
arrears they need more 
money in the system," he 
explained. 

He said all European Un- 
ion aid was frozen because 
Cameroon had accumulated 
20 million ECU ($24 million) 
of debt arrears with the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank, some 
going abek as fore as Septem- 


ber 1992. 

The government’s cash cri- 
sis means civil servants* 
wages continue to be paid 
late, adding to the woes of 
ordinary Cameroonians bat- 
tling with inflation put at 38.9 
per cent in the first eight 
months of 1994. 

Prices have soared follow- 
ing a 5 0 p er cent devaluation 
of the CFA franc in January. 
The CFA franc is now fixed 
at 100 to the French franc. 

The French development 
bank, the Caisse Franc aise de 
Developpement (CFD), sus- 
pended the start of all new 
projects on Sept. 1 because of 
five billion CFA ($10 million) 
of arrears more than six 
months overdue, a CFD 
sources aid. 

Mr. Baldwin said Economy 
and Finance Minister Justin 
Ndioro was making great 
efforts to resolve the situa- 
tion. 

Mr. Ndioro declined to 
comment but sources dose to 
the minister said hopes were 


fixed on new taxes intro- 
duced last July, notably a 
new 25 per cent tax on ex- 
ported tropical hardwood, a 
tax of 12 per cent on the 
export of cocoa and coffee, 
and a turnover tax. 

Cameroon's economic re- 
form programme for 1994/95, 
drawn up in consultation with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), aims to increse 
government non-oil revenue 
to 524.6 billion CFA francs 
($1 billion) from an estimated 
260 billion ($500 million at 
present. 

However, Cameroon is 
having trouble keeping to the 
reform timetable fixed in the 
18-month programme signed 
last March. 

An imf evaluation mission 
which visited in August 
ordered monthly monitoring 
of the economy, and a new 
mission is scheduled for the 
second half of October, eco- 
nomy and finance minispy 
spokesman A bui Mama said. 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY OCTOBER 6, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Activities are very interesting «homc 
now so go along with them and benefit from the change. Attend to 
correspondence today and be sure to include a touch of humor that 
shows your charm and ability. 

ARIES: (M*«h 21 to April 19) Different types. of interests and 
friends can bring you the greatest progress at this time. Get our and 
about more socially with good friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Contact prominent persons you 
know who can be helpful to you and start working on new projects 
which you have in mind to complete. 

r.FMTNl: (May 21 to June 21) Any new situations which arise should 
be studied from any angle and handled wisely. Avoid the tendency 
to aigue with others. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 22) Find a different method to 
handle all business affaire which will get you better results. Cement 
the relationship with loved ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Listening carefully to wh at partn ers 
have to suggest will mean working together more profitably. 
Socialise this evening with good friends and loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Tackle tasks by combining 
standard methods with die new, which can bring better results in the 
future. New contacts materialise. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You are desirous of enjoying 
new types of pleasure, but use care in making choices. Be more 
interesting to your mate and loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Look to good friends for 
the assistance you need m order to gain your aims more quickly. 
Make changes at home which will be profitable. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Contact those 
peisons who can assist you to get ahead in your own field of 
endeavour. Show capabilities to complete any assignment. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You can get into 
various financial affaire now which can add much to present 
abundance. Make repairs to your property. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You have fine talents 
which can be expressed admirably at this time and you get ahead 
foster. Attend social affaire with your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Don’t confide your secret affairs 
to others now and work quietly to gain your aims. Take care you do 
not lose your temper with your mate. 

Birthstouc of October Opal Tourmaline 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY OCTOBER 7, 1994 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Your secret aims can be pushed 
forward today as yfcu benefit from five good aspects if you stay active 
and alert to all that is going on about you. It may be necessary to 
change your plans in the P.M. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You should {dan early what you want 
to do in the way of personal activities. Take care you are not overly 
demanding on fellow associates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Handle any mundane matters well in 
the morning. Later, you may find It difficult to gain personal wishes 
to make you more success f ul. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Alter breakfast you can get that new 
venture started. Steer dear of job problems and avoid an irate 
higher-up. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Although you may make a 
fine impression on a newcomer, be sure you don’t neglect a good 
friend for a new one. 

LEO: (July 22 to Aug 115 ! 21) You have personal problems which an 
unusual type of person can best help you to resolve. Pat aside 
business matters for now and be with friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Handle those special tasks 
you have started in the morning and later avoid the tendency to get 
into outside problems with follow associates. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make those arrangements for 
pleasure in the morning and then carry through with assignments 
ahead of you, even if they are boring. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You can dear up that 
home affair in an unusual way now, so get busy at it. Get your borne 
environment in better order with some assistance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Informing others 
of what you desire from them will bring excellent results to you 
today. Safeguard fundamental interests. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You have a fine idea on 
bow to add to your present income and you should put it in motion 
right away. Use care in motion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Handle personal affairs, 
early-on, intelligently. Put finanrial affairs in order and stay within 
your means not to end up short. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Make that plan quietly so that 
you can gain more prosperity in the future, but don't be too 
demanding upon friends at a later time. 

Birthsione of October. Opal Tourmaline 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Nasty kid 

5 Elevator 
passage 

10 Fuel 

14 Vouig sahnon 

15 Cleric 

16 bland dance 

17 Broken 

IS Khg oT the Huns 

20 Gold. e g. 

21 Mobile home 

23 Knapsack 

24 Subjects to 
analysis 

25 Picks 

29 Age 

30 Visit frequently 

31 Adolesoanb 

33 Family member 
38 Dor 

(Adenauer) 

37 Mountain takas 

38 Movie 
38 Old car 

40 .-piece aull 

41 Sadat dMskm 

42 Btaza 
44 kfofce 

48 -Open ■ 

48 Charles Dutton 
rota 

49 Vary change- 
able 

51 Toward a point 
ahead 

55 Concerning 
58 On die skids 

58 Earns 

59 Mata Into law 

60 Mmartakifn 
SlcJv 

61 Helper abbr. 

62 Inheritor 

63 Viewed 

DOWN 

1 Lodgeleoars 

2 Actor Juta 

3 Comedan 
Johnson 

4 Musical 
instrument 

6 Live ofl others 

6 Deer 

7 Do sums 



anHTftnIMi 


6 FBdgeona 
Kngerboani 

9 Topographer's 
study 

10 Open carriage 

11 Bizarre 

12 Narrow street 

13 Hideaways 
18 Banquet 

22 NHa serpents 
25 Bum 
28 In good 
Shape 

27 Cross 

28 Qaze fixedty 

29 Uska trash 
32 Before 

34 Opposed to 

35 Profound 

37 Lice some 
nub 

38 WaterMte 

40 Meek 

41 Coronet 
43 Most recent 
45 Baroque 


SqSq noQQ nnn 
Drann! SHHHS EEC 


Pwzfa solved: 


annD 0 !™ 1 ®™ 11 ™ 
nmaaa qec 

BS RSHEF she 


46 Thomfika 
rejection 

47SeabfnJs 

BOFWtwJden 

act 

Si Formerly 


52 Mechanical 
routine 

53 Beach sight 

54 Kenton or 
Frebera 

57 Sakmv 
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Jordan Times 


Markets 

in co-opera cion with 

m3) 

Cairo Amman Bank 


UJS. Dollar In 

International Markets 
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Cairenes 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

o MTHS 

12 MTHS 

tUS. Dollar 
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5.57 

5.56 

5 . 6 ? 

Sterling Pound 

5.57 

5. £7 
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DenMhe Mark 
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Bim 

SwWs Franc 
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French Franc 
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Japanese Yen 
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Current) 
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Sterling Found 
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Dutch Cuildrr 
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Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira 


0.0444 

Belgian Franc 
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Other Curendai 

Date: 5 10 
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t'AE Dirham 
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Greek Drachma 
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Two largest 
U.S. health 
care groups 
merge 

LOUISVILLE . Kentucky 
(.AFP) — The two largest 
U.S. chains of health care 
providers have announced 
that they plan to merge into a 
single S5.4 billion operation. 

Columbia-HCA Heal- 
thcare Corp. announced late 
Tuesday that it would buy 
HealihTrust Inc. for S3. 6 bil- 
lion in stock at Tuesday's 
closing price and take over 
SI. 8 billion in debt owed by 
its former rival. 

The resulting entity will 
have toral revenues of more 
than SIS billion, manage 31 1 
hospitals and clinics and em- 
ploy 170.000 people. 

The two companies said in 
a joint press release that the 
merger would allow them to 
control their costs by up to 
S125 million a year." 

Columbia-HCA is based m 
Louisville, Kentucky and 
manages 195 hospitals and 
clinics wiih 44,000 beds. 
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MADRID i AFP ' — Asian 
capital markets- could even- 
tually account for 25 per cent 
of ail regional financing a*, 
new centres emerge, the head 
of the private-sector arm of 
ihe Asian De-. elopment 
Bank (ADB! has said. 

"We are v6ry op:irr.sstic 
about the future they can 
contribute in finance.” said 
Tcmoo Hayakawa. president 
of Asian Finance and Invest- 
ment Corp. ! ARC). 

Mr. Hayakawr., speaking 
at a seminar on the sidelines 
cf the annual meeting of the 
World Bank and the interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF? 
here, said Hong Kong. Singa- 
pore and Taipei might soon 
be followed by Bangkok and 
Seoul as important centres 
for Asian oorrowers. 

The ARC chief noted that 
much of the sftc-rr-ierm paper 
issued by Asian borrowers 
currently ended up in the 


'■-z~ L ui 


hu7:-Js of i.v.f store based in 
Europe, the United States. 
Jap:. a and the Middle East. 

2*j: if regional markets 
keep developing. with such 
innovations as the ADB's re- 
cent era; on bond issues 
targetted at Asian institution- 
al investors. Asia could 
account for between 20 per 
cent end 25 per tent of all 
fie. vs. 

Mr. Hayakawa noted, 
however, that capital markets 
■ver-’ itiii Ir. their infancy in 
some .Asian countries. "Some 
countries ccn’: know- how to 
use their money. Some even 
buy jet fighters." the former 
Japanese 'banker said. 
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rket to absorb 
egional financing 


In China, for example, 
funding local projects can 
prove difficult. "The money 
is there, the project is there 
but the money doesn't get 
recycled between the- two." 
he said, referring to inadequ- 
ate international accounting 
standards and disclosure re- 
quirements in China. 

The AFIC chief meanwhile 
warned Chinese borrowers 
against getting too greedy, 
noting that Cfhina's finance 
ministry had tapped the 
Hong Kong and Singapore 
markets for S3GQ million in 
Octobere last year. Before 
that they tapped the Euroyen 
market and iater had a bond 
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TOKYO ; AFP) — Price wars, a new phenomenon in Japan, 
haw reached ser.ice stations around Tokyo with some 
offering petrol at a 2d per cent discount, media reports said 
Tuesday, i ol.orocawa service station's 12 petrol pumps in 
Siitc.rr.:i district have been operating non-stop for 14 hours a 
Jay since petrol prices cropped to 100 yen lone U.S. dollar) 
ber litre, compared to i It. yen elsewhere, said the Mainichi 
Shim burr.. 

"Our business K seven to eight times what ir was before 
v.-e went discount.” said the service station boss. Other 
servi.-e stations ri&\e also begun to drop prices, cutting their 
pro:;: margins to ctrwan five ur.d siv per cent. Many food 
'u'-.irs began discounting ir. major cities a few months 
jgo. taking advantage of ihe rise in the value of the yen to 
scii iir.yo-ted goods such a? beer, fruit juices and mineral 
lower prices. 


issue in New York. 

“They probably have very 
easy access to the market." 
he said. “The point is they 
should be realistic. If they 
push too much they might 
have difficulties financing in 
the future. They have to re- 
spect the market." 

' Mr. Hayakawa said that 
AFIC, which like the ADB is 
based in Manila might be 
ready to launch its first "rain- 
bow bond" late next year, 
aimed at providing borrowers 
with funds in seven local 
Asian currencies. 

Among countries whose 
currencies might be included 
in such an issue are Indone- 
sia. India, Thailand, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Pakistan, he said. 

Mr. Hayakawa said AFIC 
had “already started" prepa- 
rations for such a seven- 
currency bond issue of up to 
$300 million. "The earliest 
possible time is this time next 
year," he said. 

He said there was strong 


demand for local currencies 
among foreign companies 
with domestic operations 
rather than export businesses 
in Asia. 

“They always say they 
need local currency," he said, 
adding that demand, was 
strong for both sh on-term 
funds and long-term financ- 
ing. 

Allowing foreign investors 
to borrow in local currency is 
“quite an important issue for 
authorities," he said. 

Mr. Hayakawa noted that 
because of the relatively 
small size of some markets, 
prospective tranches of the 
rainbow bound should be li- 
mited to between $20 million 
and $50 miilin when AFIC 
makes its first issue. 

The ADB agreed to set up 
ARC in 1989 to provide 
equity finance and long-term 
debr financing to the private 
sector in Asia. The agency is 
owned by the ADB and 
seveal private financial in- 
stitutions, mainly Japanese. 
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l.Oi-DO.j (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
to: leading world curtencie* and gold against the 
1.. I’.l: a. .Tcsesfiort :»n the L:-iKi-.»n Foreig n Exchange and 
t-uii.jr: r.tirketi Wednesday 
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Canadian doilar 
Deuische marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French nancs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crow, is 


Europeans seek 
to recapture 

sports car market 


PARIS (R) — European 
firms are launching an assault 
at the Paris car show in a bid 
to regain control of their 
highly profitable coupe and 
sports car sector, long domin- 
ated by the Japanese. 

As Europe pulls out of 
recession, local manufactur- 
ers have a golden opportunity 
to win back sales, industry 
analysts say. 

Japanese manufacturers 
are under pressure generally 
because the strength of the 
yen has made their prices less 
competitive. 

On Tuesday, General 
Motors Europe’s Opel laun- 
ched its Tigra coupe, while 
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For More Infamufl im Cill : 
Abdouri Real Estate 
SlOSLtO - 810609 - 810605 


JAMAL TRADING & 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 1 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 
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Restaurant 

L-f-jUTtENCH QUISLNE 

* -A * '‘ r ENJOY^ub^ 


Tel: 

688616-681113 
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Open rijjntly 
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JR-SAX 



WAL1DJARRARC0.| 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 ^ 

Fax 781681 
Service 778299 



Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service” 

Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO p*©fi© 

sfee 30% Sarg&r 

* Free ealar©e- 

ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindteys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Cafe- 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 


A Menu ci Del-zrous Snacks L > 
Te! c£52’1 H7775 

r.titials- 5asi Mc-tel - Shn?gii-ani 'rj 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jscsl Amman , 

Tel 63521 2 
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f CHENS \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Streei. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come ana tasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
V Air Conditioned Hall / 
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Thefirssafcsst 
Chinese Rectsyrani 
inJordsn 

75f Circle J 3 Dai Arrzmsn near 
Ahhyyan GnlS School 

Tetai amy s svsiisltts 

Open djily 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
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Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
hi a n: b’.( reel’s -"“y 


Duality Furnished Flats 


i et. 

Fszl. £2 S3 33 




One and nvo Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
674563-674551 
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OfTiTiHR tbv following service^ 


Appliance Care & Repair. 

Automobile Care. 

* at \our humv. or in nor shops i 
24HniRtMEK*;EVO SERMCE 
Hiimf Improvement & Cutt'l rucllon. 

24 HOCK PLUMBING 
EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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© Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen &. Families & its 
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@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks \ Ti 1 “5 i-:* 


©Open Neons 
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Kurd: Stores 

Suv.aifiaii Td R2 7 Hi? 


HAVE YOUR GRILL 
CHOOSE YOUR 


SAUCE AMP 
ENJOY A 
SALAD BAR 

5HMEISANI 

TEL. 666140- 


689671 



Fiat's Alfa Romeo took a 
twin-track approach, unveil- 
ing its new Spyder sports car 
and an Alfa coupe. 

The biennial Paris car show 
will open to the public from 
Thursday through Oct. 16. 

Industry analysts say Euro- 
pean manufacturers are in- 
creasingly able to compete 
with their Japanese rivals on 
price as well as producing 
cars with powerful showroom 
appeal. 

“The Europeans are claim- 
ing back this sector from the 
Japanese," says Peter 
Schmidt, joint managing 
director of Britain’s Automo- 
tive Industry Data (AID). 

Japanese cars like the Nis- 
san 100NX, the Honda Pre- 
lude and CRX, the Toyota 
Cehca and the Mazda MX-3 
and MX-6 have claimed more 
than 30 per cent of the coupe 
and sports car sector, which 
scored sales of 220,380 even 
in recession-hit 1993 and a 
peak of 284,340 in 1992, 
according to figures from 
AID. 

Not that the Europeans 
have been without success. 
BMW’s “3” series coupes 
and Cabriolets were number 
one seller in 1993 with 
68,000, followed by the Opel/ 
Vauxhall Calibra with 
32,830. 

But Japanese makes have 
led the way with a variety of 
innovative, affordable and 
attractive models and along 
the way forced some British 
makers of sports cars off the 
road. 

“The Japanese had this 
sector largely to themselves 
in the late 80s and early 90s 
and the Europeans realised 
that this was something they 
have to be in,” said Peter 
Cope, associate editor of 
London’s Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit. 

“They can produce some- 
thing more interesting and 
now technology allows them 
*to produce them profitably,” 
he said, while adding: “It’s a 
very discretionary sector — 
as soon as there's recession, it 
gets hammered.” 

The Japanese share of the 
overall west European car 
market slipped to 10.9 per 
cent in the first eight months 
of 1994 from 12.5 per cent a 
year earlier. 

AID’S Schmidt said Euro- 
pean firms had made great 
progress in moving towards 
Japanese efficiency levels and 
could now often undercut 
Japanese pricing. 

Reed 
Elsevier 
buys Mead 
Data Central 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
Anglo-Duich publishing 
group Reed Elsevier 
Wednesday announced it had 
agreed to buy the U.S. legal 
and business publisher Mead 
Data Central (MDC), from 
Mead Corp for $1.5 billion. 

The acquisition will include 
the Michie Corp.. a U.S. 
state law publisher. 

Reed Elsevier said the 
transaction is expected to be 
completed by Dec. 31 and is 
conditional upon U.S. anti- 
trust clearance and “certain 
third party consents." The 
move is expected to enhance 
earnings for the company. 
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Chinese get a riin for their money 

LOSHIMA (AP) — Chi- places in men's sabre fencing, were in the men’s and Korea in the eold count, a 


HIROSHIMA (AP) — Chi- 
na snapped up the lion's 
share or the gold for the third 
straight day at the Asian 
Games. But for the first time, 
thanks to South Korea, it was 
dose. 

With five more swimming 
events, two almost sure 
things in diving and 10 gym- 
nastics golds in the offing, 
however, China was poised 
to puil away once again 
Thursday. 

The Korean team, hitherto 
a sleeper in Hiroshima gold 
.race, on Wednesday picked 
up a half dozen titles, jusf 
two golds shy of the mighty 
Chinese in the day’s count. 

. ■ Ji Sang-Joon broke the 
monopoly on gold by China 
and Japan in the pool as he 
won the men's 200-metre 
backstroke in 2 minutes, 0.65 
seconds, breaking the 4-year- 
old games record of 2:03 .59. 
'-South Korea found three 
more golds in Greco-Roman 
wrestling. Sim Kwon-Ho beat 
Iran's Reza Aimkhab Asil at 
48 kilogrammes. Kim Young- 
11 -defeated Grigori Pulyaev 
of Uzbekistan at 68 kilogram- 
mes, and Song Sung-11 
downed Vitalii Leikine of 
Kazakhstan at 100 kilogram- 
mes. 

' Koreans won the top two 


places in men’s sabre fencing, 
with Kim Sang-Wook edging 
teammate Lee Hyo-Kun 15- 
13 in the final. 

But bowling was where 
they came closest to perfec- 
tion. 

Kim Sook-Young came 
just one pin short of a perfect 
300 in the fifth game of a 
record-setting day. She 
knocked down 1,347 pins for 
six games, demolishing the 
games record of 1,270 set by 
Olivia Bong Coo of the Phi- 
lippines m 1978. 

In men’s, Taiwan’s Lin 
Han-Chen rolled a six-game 
total of 1,310 to win his coun- 
try's first Asian Games gold 
in 24 years. 

Taiwan had returned to the 
games in 1990 after being 
kept out for 20 years in a 
dispute with China. Both 
sides claim to be China's sole 
legitimate government, but 
Taiwan was allowed back in 
after agreeing to compete 
under the name Chinese 
Taipei. 

Even with the Korean 
surge, China held a comman- 
ding lead in the gold tally, 
with 28, Japan, which won 
five golds Wednesday, had 
13. 

Two of China's latest golds 


were in the men’s and 
women's all-round gymnas- 
tics, which could hint of more 
gold to come when the men's 
and women's apparatus 
events are contested Thurs- 
day. 

The Chinese women’s 
swimming team was, again, 
invincible — except agaisnt 
each other. He Cihong beat 
teammate Lu Bin in the 100- 
metre backstroke, Zhou 
Guanbin outswam teammate 
Yang Aihaa in the 400-metre 
freestyle and China left japan 
more than three seconds be- 
hind in the 400-metre frees- 
tyle relay. 

And in what could be 
taken as a disappointing 
showing, for China anyway, 
women's weightlifting 
yielded only one world re- 
cord. Zhang Xiaoli’s 237.5- 
kilogramme (522.5-pound) 
total ion the 83-kilogramme 
class. 

It was the sixth world re- 
cord for China in nine lifting 
events. China's non-record 
setting winners Wednesday 
were Hua Jua at 76 kilogram- 
mes and world champion Li 
Yajuan in the over 83- 
kilogramme class. 

Host Japan, which is hop- 
ing to use its hometown 
advantage to edge South 


Samaranch defends China 
from drug allegations 


HIROSHIMA (R) — Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
(IOC) President Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch came strongly 
to the defence of China's 
world record athletes 
Wednesday, saying they did 
not take drugs and sport in 
China was “very dean.” 

Speaking one day after 
China's women weightlifters 
set 14 world records at the 
Asian Games here. Samar- 
anch told Reuters he was not 
surprised a nation with a 1.3 
billion population would 
reach the top ranks of inter- 
national sport. 

*Tm sure Chinese sport is 
very clean,” Samaranch said 
in an interview when, asked if 
drugs, were behind the 
weightlifters* success and 
equally dramatic world re- 
cords set by China's women 
swimmers and middle dis- 
tance runners earlier this 
year. 

• China’s world record- 
breaking women swimmers 
and middle distance runners 
have also encountered suspi- 
cion from some Western 
roaches. 

But Samaranch, in 
Hiroshima to attend the 
Asian Games, vowed there 
would be no let up in the 
campaign by the IOC to keep 
drugs out of sport. 
-"Samaranch said the tur- 
nround in the IOC's fight- 
back against drug use was in 
1988 when world sprint 
champion Ben Jonson was 
suspended. 

- "It was a turning point. 


Since Seoul, we are not alone 
... even governments help 
us,” he said. 

But he was quick to admit 
that the campaign still faced 
many obstacles. 

“The war is not over, but 
we have won many, many 
battles.” he said, adding that 
the IOC is now trying to get 
disputes with athletes 
punished for doping from 
taking their cases to court. 

The head of the Interna- 
tional Weightlifting Federa- 
tion (IWF) also in the past 24 
hours gave China’s competi- 
tors a clean bill of health. 

IWF President Gottfried 
Schodl revealed there was a 
surprise drug check on the 
new superwomen of China 
two months ago and they 
would be checked again this 
month. 

"We have checked them,'* 
Schodl told Reuters. 

None of the tests have re- 
turned a positive test for per- 
formance enhancing drugs, 
said Schodl, who is from Au- 
stria. 

But asked if he was sure 
the Chinese women were not 
using drugs Schodl replied: 
“It is very difficult to say 
yes.” 

He said much of the suspi- 
cion against China was due to 
envy and doubted if Beijing 
could have developed any- 
thing which was not known to 
the rest of the world. 

Chinese weightlifting 
coach Jiang Tao says the 
Chinese success is due to his 
country’s huge population 


and an unmatched system of 
coaching. 

He says the Chinese gov- 
ernment has strict checks to 
prevent weightlifters on dope 
from competing. 

"We are innocent. I repeat 
we are innocent,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Asian 
Games doping commission 
has given all the athletes they 
tested on the first day of 
competition, including Chi- 
na's world record weightlif- 
ters, a dean a bill of health. 

Authoritative sources said 
Wednesday: “Everyone 
tested negative and there 
were no problems.” 

The winners of each event 
and three others selected at 
random undergo the tests 
each day. ■•w 

The “A" samples of the 
tests are flown to an IOC 
accredited laboratory in 
Tokyo where they are tested 
for banned performance en- 
handhg substances. The re- 
sults are flown back within 24 
hours to Hiroshima for furth- 
er action on anyone who tests 
positive. 

But the sources said the 
results of the tests conducted 
separately by the Internation- 
al Amateur Swimming Fed- 
eration (FINA) five day's ago 
on China's swimmers, were 
yet to be made available to 
the drug testing authorities at 
foe Asian Games. 

FINA testers conducted a 
surprise check on almost foe 
entire squad of China's world 
beating women swimmers, 
just two days before Sunday 
opening of foe games. 



Bilingual school in Kh^lda^ Amnian: seeks 1 j 

applications for: •' 

* Kindergarten Headmistress, 30 - 40, years ag 

with three to five years experience' in, KiGi, 
preferably English, Native Speaker. ’ 

* Head bf English Department, must Hu^sh 

, Native Speaker. 

* English Science Tbacher (Physios, Chfimstry), 
preferably English NatiVe Speaker. 

* Computer Teacher with, at least First University 

* Degree, preferably English Native Speaker. 

Please serid C.V. and applicatibri in own 
handwriting and a, recent photograph to: 
P.O.Box 830476 > 

Post Code 1 1 183 Amman. 


Korea in the gold count, also, 
continued to capitalise on ka- 
rate, a sport new to the 
games, to boost its tally. 

Japan won all three golds 
at stake Wednesday, but saw 
its hopes of a sweep ruined 
when fighters from Syria and 
Iran won foe 65- and 70- 
kilogrammes divisions Tues- 
day. 

Though Japan ended up 
with nine of the 11 golds 
available, the rest of the ka- 
rate medals went to a surpri- 
singly diverse field — 15 
countries in all. For one of 
them, foe former Soviet re- 
public of Tajikistan, it was 
the first Asian Games medal 
ever. 

South Korea and China 
opted out of the karate com- 
petition to focus on their own 
brand of martial arts later in 
the games, taekwondo for 
Korea and wushu for China. 

Japan, which already bad 
wion the equestrian team 
dressage event, placed 1-2 in 
individual competition 
Wednesday. Its other gold 
came in the pool, when Yuki- 
hiro Matsusshita edged 
Kazakhstan’s Serjguei Boris- 
senko and Alexei Egorov in 
foe men’s 100-mertre frees- 
tyle. 


France 
chooses 
World Cup 
stadium 

PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Baiiadur 
selected an ultra-modem, 
oval-shaped design Wednes- 
day for an 80,000 all-seater 
stadium on the outskirts of 
Paris to stage foe 1998 World 
Cup final. 

Balladur's decision, 
announced by government , 
spokesman Nicolas Sarkozy, 
cleared the way for building 
to start on foe project at St. 
Denis, just north of the 
French capital. 

The prime minister 
selected the cheaper of two 
options from a short list 
drawn up by a special jury. 
The alternative was a rec- 
tangular design. 

Sarkozy said the oval sta- 
dium, designed by the 
architects consortium of 
MaCary, Zibiena, Constanti- 
ni and Regimbal. would fit 
well into the environment of 
foe area and was the best 
option for the World Cup. 

The most spectacular fea- 
ture of foe stadium, which 
will cost two billion francs 
($350 million), is a huge 
satum ring-shaped canvas 
roof covering the stands, sup- 
ported by 20 mast-like pillars, 
each 49 metres high. 

The futuristic stadium, 
which will be used both for 
major soccer and rugby 
matches after the World Cup. 
can also be converted into an 
ahtletics arena. 



Photc above, Romeo Brin of the Philippines 
(right) applies an upper cut on Pqjman Chalak 
of Iran (left) Tuesday daring their bout in the 
60-kilogramine class boxing event at the Asian 
Games. Brin defeated Chalak 13-8 on points. 
Below, silver medallist Arash Javanshir of 


Iran (left) kisses the Koran of gold medallist 
Rafaat Salti Krad of Syria during the medal 
ceremony for the 65-kfiognunme dass indi- 
vidual kumite karate event. Krad beat Javan- 
shir 3-1 to take the gold (AFP photo) 







Video evidence for decisions by 
referees to be studied by FIFA 


ZURICH, Switzerland (R)., 
— The controversial idea of 
using video evidence to chal- 
lenge refereeing derisions is 
to be studied by soccer's law- 
making body, the Interna- 
tional Football Association 
(FIFA) board. 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter said in an edito- 
rial in foe monthly FIFA 
newsletter Wednesday that 
the board would examine the 
subject ar its next meeting in 
Ayrshire. Scotland March 4. 

FIFA allowed the use of 
video evidence in disciplinary 
cases for the first time in this 
year’s World Cup finals in the 
United States but would not 
permit its use to challenge 
match officials' derisions dur- 
ing games. 

Blatter indicated FIFA 
would be unlikely to support 


any. extension of its use. “By 
introducing so-called video 
judgments, FIFA has started, 
to tread potentially explosive 
ground,” he wrote. 

"The growing trend to 
undermine the referee’s au- 
thority by referring to televi- 
sion recordings is a source of 
concern to the board ... 
whether video- judgments 
that go further than FIFA is 
prepared to allow really help 
football is a moot point.” 

In one of the most con- 
troversial incidents at the 
World Cup finals, Italian de- 
fender Mauro Tassotti was 
banned for eight matches for 
elbowing Spain’s Luis Enri- 
que in foe face after televi- 
sion film was studied of an 
incident neither seen nor 
sanctioned by the referee. 

In another ruling, Nigerian 


midfielder Sunday Oliseh had 
a yellow card cancelled after 
video replays showed it wqs a 
case of mistaken identity. 

Blatter said taking video 
evidence further posed more 
questions than it could solve. 

Video often failed to offer 
conclusive proof in penalty 
controversies, he argued, and 
advocates of its use over- 
looked the feet that if any of 
foe referee’s decisions could 
be challenged, all would have 
to come under foe camera's 
scrutiny, even mundane 
throw-ins. 

Blatter said the board, 
composed of FIFA members 
and representatives of foe 
British associations, as 
founders of the sport, would 
aim to set clear legal guide- 
lines on foe use of video at its 
March meeting. 


AMERICAN WOMEN OF 
AMMAN 
A.W.A. 

General meeting Oct. 10, 1994 
Monday 10:00 

The Marriott — 



CAR FOR SALE 

HYUNDA1 1991, full options, please refrain 
from enquiring about the price until after 
inspection. 

Those interested only call tel. 670555 


FURNISHED FIRST FLOOR FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Abdoun 300m. from Fifth Circle, 3 main bed- 
rooms, 2Vfe bathrooms, one maid's room with bath oom, 
laundry room, washer drier. Central A/C tel. vide^. TV, 
-central antenna and satellite stn. 

Contact owner: 818960 


<S t& ROYAJLJ ORDAN IAN 


REQUIRED 

CABIN CREW GROOMING 


J i :\'A kT*T 


Royal Jordanian has an opening for a Cabin Crew 
Grooming Supervisor with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

• Tawjihi certificate. 

• Jordanian nationality. 

• Diploma in Hairstyling, Make-up and Skin Treat- 
ment. 

• Minimum of 7 years experience in the same Geld at 
a recognised beauty institution. 

• Excellent command of the English Language (writ- 
ten and spoken). 

Selected candidates will have to work on shift basis, 
at Queen Alia International Airport. 

Interested applicants should report to: 

ROYAL JORDANIAN EMPLOYMENT 
OFFICE, 

7TH FLOOR, 

THE HOUSING BANK BUILDING, 
SHMEISANI. 


Marketing 
deal savef 

Bangkok • 
Games 

HIROSHIMA (AFP) — The ; 
Olympic Council of Assa 
(OCA) struck a S50 — 

deal with the Olympic 
Games’ marketing agents, 
here Wednesday which saved 
the 1998 Bangkok Asian. - 
Games. , , - =■ - 

“All the problems are 
solved now. This agreemettt 
will gjve us the insurance wt " 
need.'* OCA President* . 
Sheikh Ahmad Al Fahad A1 - 
Sabah of Kuwait said. 

Bangkok, which needs to 
renovate most of die stadium 
used in foe 1978 games, hadr 
been plagued by financial; - , 
problems. 

ISL, a Lausanne-based 
company which handles 
marketing for the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee ' 
(IOC), and the Japanese 
advertising firm Dentsu, 
which holds a majority stake 
in ISL, are to make a down 
payment of five million dol- 
lars to the Bangkok organa- j; 
eis. 

They have guaranteed $15 : 
million m gross revenue and 
set a target of a minimum of ■ - 
$50 million. 

The deal allows for 80 per . 
cent of net revenues to go to- 
Bangkok, 10 per cent to 
National Olympic Commit- 
tees and 10 per cent to the 
OCA. 

IOC President Juan- 
Antonio Samaranch of Spain, 
whose organisation revealed. - 
in August that its gross re- 
venue from television rights 
and marketing for 1993-96 
came to $2.5 billion, sat in on 
the deal. 

Thailand National Olympic 
Committee Secretary Gener- 
al Charouck Chullasapya de- 
nied that Bangkok had been 
near to pulling out. 

"There was never any real 
danger of the games not 
being staged in Bangkok but 
the principle of this idea is 
fine. It will certainly create 
openings and help the finan- 
cial problems.” 

An OCA source said they 
owed a debt to Thailand. 

“They came to foe rescue 
of the Asian Games in 1970 
and 1978 when they stood in 
for first Seoul and then Pakis- 
tan,” he said. 

No decision was taken over 
cutting the size of the games. 
The OCA executive board 
was considering dropping 
upto a dozen sports for 1998. 

Pusan, where the 1988 
Olympic yachting regatta was 
held, has emerged as fron- 
trunner to sage fod 2002 
Asian Games.* 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HJASCH 
eww Dm dm s •«<*». it 

CAN YOU GET THERE 


Both v ulner a ble . South 
NORTH 

* 9 4 
V A9 

0 J 10 9 8 4 

* AQ 3 2 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 875 * 10 62 

?J 10 4 ~ Q 8 5 3 

•5 A Q 6 >752 

*988 + K J 4 

SOUTH 

* A KQ3 
v K 7 6 2 
v K 3 

* 10 7 6 
The bidding; 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Jack of T 
Setting up your long suit as a 
source of tricks is highly mom 
mended. But make sure you imm 
tain communicatio n s that enable 
you to cash your trick*. 

After South opened one no tramp 
North saw no lesson to took for an 
11-trick contract in a minor suit. 
Three no trump was the value bid 
with_ this relatively 

hnlrjmg 

Declarer won the opening 1 in 
dummy and ran the jack of dia- 
monds. West's queen won and the 
defender shifted to tha nine of ctuba. 

5 ud ^V J d !f Wi predicament 
d«wn«L If declarer played the ace of 
chibs from the table there would be 
no entry to the diamonds. Thar 
forced South into taking the dub 



The queen lost to the king and 
r f“™ ed * low heart. Declarer 
ducked. West's ten won and a club 
came back. No matter what declarer 
did the defenders were bound to «ri- 
led two dobs, two diamo nds and a 
heart for down one. Indeed, perfect 
defense would have limited South to 
■even tricks. 

The contract was cold as long as 
hwi« were 4-3 or if the suit brake 
5-2, the player with the heartshort- 
ness also had to win the 
round of diamonds. The winnina 
play was to take the fim tridcin 
k**„ d i m „ heidn . 

Not even bolding up the ace of 
diamonds can help the defended 
Declarer simply continues the suit 
and dummy's two aces are mat 
enough to set up and ran the db- 
“onds. Aa the cards lie the de&nd- 
whether they want to 
two hearts in adr£- 
bon to two fiamonds. All declarer 

■ «ce of dubs, 
^wtswitcbea to the wh, and 
AIM tricks are guaranteed. 
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Al Hussein to have decisive match 
in 6th week of soccer tournament 


Hingis wins in professional debut 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Hussein and 
Ai Wihdat Thursday enter 
the sixth week of the first 
division soccer championship 
sharing the lead with 10 
points in the overall standings 
of the Kingdom’s top 12 
teams. 

The upcoming week's most 
important match will be the 
clash of third-place Ai 
Ramtha and Al Hussein who 
are in first place on goal 
difference. Both teams, in 
addition to AI Wihdat, have 
not lost a match so far. 

Federation Shield ebamp- 
sJon Ai Hussein continued 
their impressive run after de- 
feating newcomers Kufrsoum 
5-2, while the fifth week wit- 
nessed the first goai scored 
against Al Wihdat's in their 
3-1 win over lowly Shabab Al 
Hussein. 

Titleholders, Al Faisali, 
who are currently at a dis- 
appointing fourth place after 
their goalless draw against Al 
Ramtha, are expected to 


have a fairly easy match 
against newcomers Al Kar- 
mel. 

Al Faisali 's camp seems to 
be having a series of obstacles 
— including lack of substi- 
tutes, suspensions and an in- 
consistent form that is re- 
latively new to the Kingdom's 
top team seeking their 26th 
first division title. 

The Kingdom’s champions 
last year ended the season by 
adding quite a few records to 
Jordanian sports’ archives. 

Al Faisali won the title 
with a remarkable 57 goals 
cancelling the previous re- 
cord of 47 by AI Ramtha in 
1981. 

They had also maintained 
the most consistent form 
among the 12 teams winning 
17 of their 22 matches draw- 
ing in two and losing only to 
Al Hussein. 

During 1993, Al Faisali 
also won the Cup Winner’s 
Cup and the Jordan Cup 
leaving only the Federation 
Shield to Al Ramtha. 

The team's ace striker 
Jirves Tadros also added 


another record by winning 
the top scorer award with 19 
goals. 

AI Wihdat, whose last ma- 
jor title was the Cup Win- 
ner's Cup in 1992 and Last 
won the first division in 1991. 
will this week have a chance 
to strengthen their position 
when they face 11th placed 
Al Jeel. 

Al Qadissieb who main- 
tained fourth position 
throughout most of the com- 
petition last year are now in 
eight place after only one win 
and three defeats. They will 
next face AI Jazireh and 
attempt to gain two points to 
move away from the grim last 
four places threatened with 
relegation. 

According to a recent 
analysis of this year's com- 
petition by Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily, the goal scoring aver- 
age is quite encouraging at 
3.1 per match. A total of 93 
goals have been scored so far 
in the past five weeks of 
action with leaders Al Hus- 
sein alone scoring 20. 

Kufrsoum's Yousef 


Obeidat is the top scorer so 
far with 7 goals. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF% has 
imposed heavy fines and 
penalties to many of the 145 
teams competing in the 
second, third and fourth divi- 
sions. 

The most drastic measure 
was suspending three of Al 
Foheis’ players, and giving Al 
Fuheis a final warning after 
the players and team officials 
attacked the referee of their 
match with Al Salt. In addi- 
tion, the federation decided 
to after the match result to 
3-0 in favour of Al Salt. 

Al Fuheis were also fined a 
total of JD 1700 and the dub 
chairman and team manager 
were barred from attending 
their team's matches for two 
years. 

On Tuesday, Al Fuheis 
asked the JSF to defer its 
latest “harsh decisions" and 
announced that it might 
otherwise pull out of the 
second division competition 
and cancel the game at the 
dub. 


Korea, Russia advance Baresi quits Italy squad 

HI volleyball tourney FLORENCE, Italy (AFP)— the 34-ye« ‘-old. “I thought 


ATHENS, Greence (AP) — 
Russia easily defeated Ger- 
many while South Korea 
needed four sets to beat Bul- 
garia Tuesday, as both win- 
nes advanced to the quarter- 
finals of the 13th volleyball 
men's world championship. 

Russia, ranked sixth in the 
world, beat the Germans 3-0 
(15-3. 15-9. 16-4) and South 
Korea topped Bulgaria 3-1 
(17-15, 15-7, 11-15, 15-2). 

The Netherlands elimin- 
ated Japar 3-0 (15-8, 15-7, 
15-5) to ar» v ir.es to the quar- 
terfinals, while 1992 Barcelo- 
na Olympic gold medallist 
Brazil beat underdog Canada 
3-0 (15-12, 16-14, 15-10) to 
move into the next round. 

“We came here with a goal 
of being in the top eight,” 
Canadian captain Russ Pad- 
dock said of his team, ranked 
14th in the world. 

He added that “before we 
came we thought it was 
realistic and attainable but 
unfortunately we didn't take 
advantage of opportunities 
we had." 

The top ranked Brazilians, 
who had lost to the United 
States in a surprise upset 
Saturday, admitted that the 
upcoming . "crterfinals v. 
a touch challenge. 

“We are preparing for n irci 
work because from no. :• 
there are no easy ga- 
said Brazilian captain i-.nu.- 
niom Gouveia. 

Earlier the fifth-mke.l 
Japanese had taken a h ■=■ .1 
attitude going into :^rir 
match against fourth-ranked 
Holland. On Saturday they 
bad upset defending cham- 
pion Italy to scrape into the 
playoffs. 

Japanese captain Yuichi 
Nakagaichi described Hol- 
land as a rougher challenge 
than Italy and said they were 


playing better than the de- 
fending champions. 

Dutch coach Joop Alberda 
agreed in part. 

“To a certain extent I do, 
but I am impressed with the 
Italian way of serving.” 
Alberda said. He added tha t 
the Italians were most 
dangerous when they kept up 
a high level of pressure on 
their serves. 

“The only problem the Ita- 
lians have is they can’t keep 
up a high level of pressure... 
If they can keep up the press- 
ure then they will take the 
championship,” he said. 

The Germans were also 
disappointed with their per- 
formance against the Russian 
team. 

“To lose a game against 
Russia is not a problem. Our 
team not giving exerything 
they had is a problem,'’ said 
German coach Igor Prieloz- 
ny. 

Visibly upset, German cap- 
tain Rene Hecht also said his 
team did not play up to their 
capabilities. 

‘Once again we didn’t play 
in a big game, we could not 
beat a big team," Hecht said. 

Although happy with his 
. m’s victory, Russian coach 
V ktor Radio warned that his 
-am needed work if it was to 
nake it through the quarter- 
finals. 

“Although we are playing 
nearly 100 per cent, we lose 
on receiving the ball. This 
cuts our effectiveness by 
nearly 40 per cent,” Radin 
said. His team had lost to the 
13th-ranked Greeks 3-2 
Saturday. 

The four playoff winners 
will be drawn to play against 
the four teams that topped 
their groups in the prelimin- 
ary round. 


FLORENCE, Italy (AFP) — 
Italy’s football captain. Fran- 
co Baresi, is leaving ?h** 
national squad, cf’ch Amgo 
Sacchi announced here T. 
day. 

“I had a long and trank 
discussion today with Bare- 
si,'' Sacchi said. “Baresi pre- 
fers to let someone else take 
his place. We cannot but 
thank this extraordinary play- 
er, one of the t ;s? players we 
have ever had.” 

The departure of the skip- 
per, pan of the squad's 
ongoing renewal since the 
World Cup final, caused sur- 
prise among his teammates 
and several voices their opin- 
ion that the tenacious Or'e.- 
der should stay. 

Bresi, who was not present 
for the press conference, la- 
ter gave an emotional, im- 
promptu interview to repor- 
ters, saying that he bad 
thought carefully about his 
decision. 

“I’ve been thinking about 
leaving for some time,” said 


the 34-ye« --old. “E thought 
ah™.,: .ea'”ng after the World 
r •; ->ut ti.j'n i thought I still 
''meriting to give.” 

Tnc . _ rning point 
" tpeared to come with the 
disappointing draw against 
Slovenia in a European 
Championship qualifier last 
month. 

“Given that I cannot 
guarantee my presence in the 
national team in 1996 (for the 
European Championship fin- 
als in England) or 1998 (for 
the World Cup finals in 
France), I thought that, out of 
respect for the coach and my 
teammates, it would be bet- 
ter for Sacchi to look to other 
players. * 

Baresi, capped 81 times by 
Italy and a veteran of the 
1982, 1990 and 1994 World 
Cups, will continue dub foot- 
ball with Italian and Euro- 
pean champions AC Milan, 
with whom he is under con- 
tract until 1995. 

“After that, F1I talk to the 
dub,” he said. 


Tax police search 
Italian soccer clubs 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — 
Police searched the head- 
quarters of 34 Italian soccer 
dubs Tuesday — including 
the squad owned by Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi — as part of 
an expanding investigation 
into alleged tax evasion. 

The profit, into Italy’s most 
popular sport came two 
weeks after five renowned 
Italian fashion designers were 
questioned by Milan judges 
investigating kickbacks given 
to government tax inspectors 
to get favourable audits. 

Tax police searched head- 
quarters of first and second 
divison dubs throughout Ita- 


ly. Cubs searched included 
AC Milan, which is owned by 
Berlusconi. 

Judge Gloria Attanasio 
said the investigation about 
possible tax evasion and 
fraudulent bookkeeping was 
prompted by a suit filed in 
August by industrialist Fran- 
cesco Farina, the former 
president of second-division 
Modena. 

“It’s a preliminary inves- 
tigation, to determine if the 
accusations made -by Farina 
have some ground,” Allan a- 
sio was quoted as saying by 
the Italian news agenev 
ANSA. 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) 

— Martina Hingis, the 14- 
year-old Swiss schoolgirl 
hailed as the world's brightest 
young tennis star, burst onto 
the professional circuit Tues- 
day with a 6-4, 6-3 victory 
over an American more chan 
twice her age. 

The pony -tailed youngster, 
who celebrated her birthday 
last week, showed some early 
jitters but went on to defeat 
Patty Fendick and oversha- 
dow the presence of another 
Martina in the £750,000 
Zurich Indoors tournament 

— Martina Navratilova. 

“The first time is always 

difficult.” Hingis said after 
■advancing to the second 
round. “But I didn’t have 
anything to lose and I en- 
joyed it toward the end espe- 
cially.” 

Hingis lost her opening 
serve and first game to Fen- 
dick, a 29-year-old Califor- 
nian, setting the trend for a 
rash of dropped service 
games in the first set. 

But she recovered, and, to 
the cheers of the capacity 
crowd of 4,000, she breezed 
to a 5-0 advantage in the 
second set before losing three 
straight games. 

“I was a little bit nervous, 
but it was the same thing at 
Wimbledon and the French 
Open,” she said. 

Hingis, who was born in 
Czechoslovakia, won iLs. 
French Open junior girls' ti- 
tle in 1993 at age 12. breaking 
Jennifer Capriati’s record as 
the youngest winner ever. 
She became the first girl at 
Roland G: to? to win two 
straigh* titles •• ith her victory 
this ye;.:, and * aO carried off 
the tv ..,b;edor* girls’ crown. 

She was the top seed at last 
month’s U.S. Open but was 
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14-year-old Swiss tenuis player Martina Hingis Fendick during their first round match iz. 
returns a forehand to her LLS. opponent Patty Zorich Tuesday. Hingis beat Fendick 6-4, 

(AFP photo) 


defeated in the girls' final by 
Meilen Tu of the United 
States. 

This was billed as the day 
of the two Martinas, but 
Hingis clearly was the top 
item, not Navratilova, who is 
leaving tennis this year and at 
37 is the oldest woman on the 
tour. 

“You wouldn’t be here if 
Martina wasn’t playing,” 
Navratilova said. “People 
didn’t come to see me play, 
they've been watching me for 
20 years.” 

The top seed at Zurich. 
Navratilova . earlier defeated 
Ann Grossman 7-5, 4-6. 6-1. 

Hingis' mother Meiar.«e a 
■'ormer Czech tennis i»ar, 
christened her daughter after 
Navratilova and then put a 
ennis racket in her hands 
'vhen she was 2 years old. 

Fendick, ranked no. 41 in 


the world, likened the en- 
counter against Hingis to 
playing Capriati when she 
first joined the circuit four 
years ago. 

“She's a good player,” 
Fendick said. “I don't sub- 
scribe to the idea that you 
have to be 16 or 17 to play on 
the women’s tour.” 

The women’s tour recently 
decided to restrict the num- 
ber of tou r n- its in which a 
1 4- yc^-old can May. Howev- 
er, the new ’ •« tii..? effect 
in January and iave no 
bearing on Hingis. 

The pro debut of Hingis 
>:omes hot long after the trou- 
bles of Capriati surfaced. 
Capriati was arrested last 
May for marijuana posses- 
sion and then spent nearly 
one month in a drug rehabi- 
litation centre. She has said 
private and professional 


pressures became too much 
to bear. 

Capriati hoped to make 
her comeback in Zurich aftc: 
dropping off the tour lari 
year, but then pulled cu> 
because of a groin injury..*. 

Hingis and her mother, 
who acts as coach, have repe- 
atedly brushed off compari- 
sons with Capriati. 

“I think in her family site 
had problems and that’s no; 
the case with us.” the mother 
said. “And there's much 
more pressure to win in the 
United States because mir- 
lions are involved. In Europe 
it's only thousands.” 

Hingis moved to Switzer- 
land when she was 7 years ole 1 
after her mother divorced her 
Czech husband ind married * 
Swiss businessman. She wrir 
her first international ur,'-.’; 
tournament c. age 


Top seed Becker wins then whines at . 
wins in Australian Indoor tournamem 

A 4-1-* rx-c-iri SYDNEY (Agencies) — ceiving an unlimited supply Becker joined Dutc 

/VlllCIIb Second seed Boris. Becker of beer and wine. seventh seed Richard Kn 


ATHENS (AP) — Top seed 
Alberto Berasategui of Spain 
sailed through to the 2nd 
round Tuesday beating 
.Andrei Cherkasov of Russia 
in straight sets 64, 64, in the 
$200,000 Athens Interna- 
tional tennis competition. 

Carlos Costa, seeded 
second, was soundly beaten 
by Spanish compatriot Oscar 
Martinez 64. 6-2. Costa 
appeared tired and at times 
bored as he made numerous 
unforced errors. 

Berasategui in beating 
Cherkasov took commanding 
leads in each set but almost 
faltered each time. In the first 
set with Berasategui lezd ng 
5-3. Cherkasov ; -. r . -im 
to deuce five tiir.^s De-ore 
succumbing. 

In the 2nd set. Berasategui 
ahead 5-2, suddenly tost his 
touch as Cherkasov made a 
determined bid to catch up. 
He forced the Spaniard to 
play well behind the base line 
with powerful drives taking 
the score to 54. 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — 
Second seed Boris. Becker 
complained about drinking 
and noise a: courtside after 
blasting his vay to the quar- 
terfinals of i.?e SS95.000 Au- 
stralian Indoor tennis cham- 
pionships here Wednesday. 

The world number seven- 
ranked German played a de- 
vastating third set to crush 
American qualifier Steve 
Bryan 64. 1-6, 6-0 in 71 
minutes 

But he was annoyed by the 
level fo noise during points 
ana critical of the serving of 
food and alcohol in courtside 
corporate hospitality boxes in 
the Sydney Entertainment 
Jentre. 

Sepaking on-court to fans 
in a question and answer 
session he said: “I would 
y like it if people 
-> -uldn’t drink so much in the 
evening so they don’t make 
so much noise ail the time.” 

The 26-year-old second 
seed said he feared for the 
safety of fans sitting at either 
end of the court. 

The front rows of seats are 
being used for corporate en- 
tertainment. with patrons re- 


ceiving an unlimited supply 
of beer and wine. 

“The chance of being hit is 
always there,” the German 
Davis Cup player said. “With 
serves travelling at 190 
kilometres an hour and with a 
glass of wine, it can be 
dangerous, especially for the 
fans in the boxes at the ser- 
vice ends. 

“It wasn’t a joke. I’m se- 
rious about this,’’ added 
Becker, ranked seventh in 
the world. “I don’t think it's 
the greatest idea at a tennis 
tournament. The longer the 
day gets the more they 
drink." 

Later he said: "I don’t 
think it’s the greatest idea to 
have food and drink in the 
first row at a tennis match." 

Despite his objections 
Becker took a sip from a 
courtside spectator's beer 
bottle when frustrated by a 
reversed line call at 1-5 down 
in the second set. 

And it did him no harm as 
he powered past 120-ranked 
Bryan in the decider, conced- 
ing only eight points in win- 
ning the set in just 21 mi- 
nutes. “It gave me a lift," he 
said. 


Becker joined Dutch 
seventh seed Richard Kra- 
jicek in the ouarterfinals and, 
with fifth seed Patrick Rafter 
of Australia, they were the 
only seeds remaining in the 
32-man field as three more 
bowed out in first round 
matches Wednesday. 

Tood Wood bridge elimin- 
ated fourth-seeded fellow 
Australian Jason Stoitenberg 
7-5, 64, countryman Mark 
Woodforde impressed in 
downing sixth-seeded Dutch- 
man Paul Haarhuis 6-2, 6-? 
and Jacco Eliingh of the 
Netherlands continued his 
fine form by easting eighth- 
seeded American David 
Wheaton. 

Krajicer. sounded a warn- 
ing to the world’s top !0 
tennis players after beating 
Brett Ste*-*en 7-5. 6-3. power- 
ing 16 post the 'i«-w 
Zealander. 

Krajicek, 22. said he was 
revelling in playing pain-free 
this year after three years of 
increasing agony from dam- 
aged knees and was playing 
better now than he wss tver 
years ago when werii'-g to- 
ward his career-beS'. .vc-rid 
Nc. 8 ranking. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Three bedrooms, dining room, salon, kitchen, 
etc. with central heating. 

Location: Abdoun, Amman. 

Contact owner: Tel. 829698 Amman. 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
FLAT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
and completely furnished. With garage and central 
beating, annual rent. 

Call Tel. 664082 



Two story villa in Um-Uthiena, con- 
sists of three apartments and 
basement. 

Please call 821141 or 821917 
for more details 


SUPER DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

One complete 2nd floor, 300sq.m. UNFURNISHED. 
Excellent location: Shmeisani. opposite Darotel. 3 bed- 
rooms. 2 living rooms, dining room, big kitchen. 3 
balconies, independent central heating, telephone line 
available, private garage. 

For details please contact owner #605480 

— FURNISHED APARTMENT — 
FOR RENT 

. Deluxe furnished apartment consisting of one big 
bedroom with bath & big terrace viewing Am- 
man, modem kitchen, dining room with guest 
bathroom, and spacious salon with big balcony, 
central heating, colour TV. Video, telephone, and 
satellite. 

N.B.: 2 & 3 bedrooms apartment available. 

Call: Thursday & Friday al! day, week days 
from 6-10 a.m. - 4-8 p.m. Tel: 641345 


RUGBY PLAYERS 

Anyone interested in forming an Am- 
man rugby club please contact: 
Martin Cronin British Embassy 
823100 or FAX 813759 OR 
Bill Richardson Australian Embassy 
673246/7. 


E Registration is now open for the \ 
ft following courses : 

- French language courses for adults 
fe' - DELF and DALF courses 

p - Preparation courses for the exams at 
§£ Sorbonne University (Paris) 
f- - French for tourism 3 hotel business 
f ■ - French for business 

- Arable Language courses for foreigners • 

i ■ - J > 

£ - French ianguag* courses for school j 
F students (at the French School- Sweffieh) 5 
U Monday & Wednesday 

fe OR Sunday & Tuesday \ 

f Time: 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

|| , or 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

I?; | Fees : 50 JD , « 

jjhrhe registration will end on 9/10/1994 and? 
L the courses will start on 10/10/1994 
fe till 18/12/ 1994 
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ALL YOU CAN EAT 


6.25 Id! ONLY 

at: 




$9 % 

’ - * 4 - | 

j ' I 


6 E7WEEN 
1 : 0 0 - 4:00 P. 


SnnvdOdni ■ Opp P-Jr. r.g Ri— aurom 
Tel 666 r 40 - 689571 :2 
Ptease Cell rca Reseru ..-.ns 


I 




Cinema 


TeJ.: 634144 | Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 I Gnema 


PHISASJELPI'^ 


Yusra, Ai Omari 

and Mahmoud Hamidah..in 

Al Mahajer 

(iiBmlgyafit) 

3J0- Mf 1,,: ' ' 


PLAZA 


SPANISH ROSE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. b:3u, 8:30. JU:3C 


jnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD 

SPEED 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 1030 

CONCORD “2” 
SLEEP WALKERS 

h&ows: 3:15, 5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMM05JN THEATRE 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 

Legal Evening Entertainment 

Starring: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan Al Sheer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib 

For reservation call tel: 61 1 - 1 8275 


Tel.: 675571 

Al Stashlni Theatre 

Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAK TM3EAT3E 

Presents: 

The poetical satire: 

Ai Sa Lam Ya Septra 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday ?■ - J _ is ? 

thsatv. ... 
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EWS in brief Ekeus continues talks as Iraq stiffens stand 


Israeli youngsters oppose peace process 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A hefty majority of Israelis in their 
final year at school are opposed to the Middle East peace 
procsss, according to an opinion poll published Wednes- 
day. Seventy-eight per cent were against an Israeli with- 
draws! from the Golan Heights in return for peace with 
cym. The Hebrew University poll of 17 and 18 year olds in 
26 final year d asses found 66 per cent opposed to the 
process aimed at bringing peace to Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. Only 34 per cent were in favour. Some 63 per 


cent thought that keeping the 150 Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip was more imporant 


than peace. Sixty-five per cent had a “negative” opinion of 
Arabs and 77 per cent did sot rale out expelling the 800,000 
Arabs who live in Israel. And 56 per cent believed that 
Arabs hate Israel. 


S&ffiah envoy visits Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — British Foreign Office Minister of State 
Douglas Hogg arrived here Wednesday for talks with 
Lebanese leaders on the Middle East peace' process and the 
relaricns between the two countries. Mr. Hogg, who last 
visaed Lebanon on 1991, was to meet President Elias 
Diravri and Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. During his 
threc-day stay, he will also visit the “Rebuild Lebanon’' 
construction fair, where Britain has a national pavilion and 
is represented by 43 firms. Mr. Hogg travelled to Beirut 
rrox Damascus, where he met Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Asczti and discussed Europe's role in advancing the Middle 
Eirt p^ace process. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
U.N. special envoy Rolf 
Ekeus continued talks with 
senior Iraqi leaders Wednes- 
day on when long-term moni- 
toring of the country's 
weapons programmes will be- 
gin amid signs that another 
confrontation between Bagh- 
dad and the United Nations 
mav be shaping up. 

Baghdad Radio reported 
that Mr. Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
charged with destroying 
Iraq’s weapons of mass des- 
truction, met with Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said A1 
Sahhaf Tuesday and would 
hold more talks Wednesday. 

The radio said there was a 
“serious and frank discus- 
sion” on Baghdad's rela- 
tionship with the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council and the special 
commission. 

It gave no details, but 
Baghdad has been making 
increasingly strident demands 
that the crippling U.N. trade 
sanctions imposed after it in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990 
should now be lifted. 

Iraqi compliance with a 


Israeli journalists hold meeting 


; DCOSiA (AF?) — Israeli, Jordanian and Palestinian 
on Wednesday wound up a three-day “Peace 
i seminar in the Cypriot capital aimed 2 ‘ helping to 

risar the hurdles of misunderstanding and mismt'ormatio ? . 
Four Palestinians from the West Bank, three Israelis and 
three Jordanians took part in the semfo- t/f^anised by the 
Lcnccz-based Economist Intelligence Glut su ?M sponsored 
by is European Union (EU). “At a rime when the peace 
zrocecs is hindered by misunderstanding, misinformation 
mi cX times mistrust, the need is increasing for the \ 
of media know-how, for the partnerships of 
media rroiessionals,” said coordinator Trevor Mostyn. 
“J^ais lviedia hopes to have an important influence in 
.irea-i :.z m atmosphere of sharing and of harmony and’ 
-.a-e ;n die region today.” 


Gaza police 
free five 


more 

DFLP 


:r easing for the j j 

activists 


i ssc-C-' -rs charged in anti-Arab ring 


7E'_ '» V .R) — Two Jewish settlers suspected of 

“r..rj - i;.’.ent in an anti- Arab underground group were 
oiifgcJ on Wednesday with attempted murder, conspira- 
cy, ar : D!egal possession of arms, Israel Radio said. The 
ennistr; confirmed that charges had been filed 
the two, brothers Eitan and Yehoyada Kahalani 
ltcs the West Bank settlement of Kiryat Arba, but 
deriir.eti to specify them. The radio quoted the indictment 
ss- .ng the brothers had conspired to kfll Arabs with 
z£a- -tZ rules they stole from the Israeli army. 


Giles arrest two In Hurghada attack 


German tourist and two Egyptians m a random shooting 
scree in the Red Sea resort of Hurghada. Police said 11 
outers also were seized for being involved in planning the 
attack Sept. 27, but they did not say exactly where the 
arrests took place. The attack was the first in the Red Sea' 
resort area, raising fears that die 216-year campaign against 
ihe government by Islamic radicals was broadening, but 
there have been no incidents since in the popular tourist 
arec. The alleged gunmen are residents of Qena in 
seuthem Egypt. Police said Rabi’a H assan e i n and Moham- 
mad Ahmad, both 21, “fired at random” in a busy square 
in Hurghada, 420 kilometres southwest of Cairo. 


1 nuking Algerian sports figure killed 


ALGIERS (AP) — Gunmen on Wednesday killed the 
president of one of Algeria’s most important soccer dubs as 
.he siod in front of a home he was budding for his family, 
authorities said. Hie death of AM Tahanouti was the latest 
h c. series of killings of sports officials blamed on I s lamic 
extremists trying to topple the military-backed govern- 
ment. Tahanouti headed the sporting youth of Bordj- 
Menaiel, a first divirion team that has for years ranked 
amens Algeria’s top three dubs. Witnesses said Tahanouti 
was ’tilled by three gunmen as be stood in front of Ins home 
under construction in Bord j-Menaiel , about 70 kilometres 
•as* of Algiers. The gunmen escaped in a car. A trainer of a 
police boxing team and a vice-president of a judo federa- 
tion have been killed in attacks blamed on I sla mi c 


extremists. 


iabei Kurds hit Iraq pipeline 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish guerrillas bombed an idle Iraqi 
ci! pipeline in southeast Turkey, causing a fire but little 
dzjr= 2 ge, a Turkish official said on Wednesday. “They hit 
tiie pipeline near Midyat (in Mardin province) last night, 
but there was little damage and the fire has now been put 
cut.” an official from state pipeline company Botas said. 
Brsidozers shovelled earth to put out the fire. Midyat is 
about 40 kilometres from the Iraqi border. 


Indian maid kills Kuwaiti for raping her 


| KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — An Indian bouse maid was 
j arrested here on charges of murdering heir 70-year-old 
\ Kuwaiti employer who she said raped her. an interior 
5 ministry official said Wednesday. Fatima Abdul Qader, 35. 
, who was arrested Tuesday, told authorities she killed her 
i employer for raping her several times, the official said, 
j Around 50,000 of the 175,000 Indians living in Kuwait are 
, working as maids. 


i Icsnomi c ties with Israel first step — Ben Yahia 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Restoring economic ties be- 
tween Israel and Tunisia is only the first step in a 
rapprochement between the two countries, Tunisia’s Fore- 
ign Minister Habib Ben Yahia said Tuesday. “This is not 
toe end of the process... we’d like to speed driife process,” 
Mr. Ben Yahia told reporters before haloing into a 
misting with Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher. It was the first 
public meeting between the foreign ministers of Israel and 
Tunisia, which have decided to restore e conomi c ties as a 
first step towards establishing direct diplomatic relations. 


Alleged kidnap victim goes to police 


| OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian radio 
; director who was allegedly kidnapped by three Palestinian 
security agents has agreed to talk to Israeli police, on police 
ssic. Mr. Samir Samarah, who had earlier refused to be 
questioned, turned up ax an Israeli his 

lawyer and was interrog^^ ^a s a*i 

denied he was the vjetinmrf a 

Seprember at an hotel in East Jerusalem, pence said. Three 


FCesrinian security agents have been accused of arresting 
Mr. Samarah and taking him to the self-rule enclave of 


Mr. Samarah and taking him to the self-rule enclave 
Jericho for questioning about theft. 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Palestinian National Au- 
thority on Wednesday re- 
leased' five more members of 
an opposition faction after 
questioning them about an 
attack on Israeli soldiers, the 
group said. 

Palestinian police arrested 
65 members of the Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) on Sunday, 
a few hours after shots were 
fired at Israeli troops. 

Senior DFLP official Wae! 
Khalaf said five more men 
were released raising to 15 
the number freed since Sun- 
day. 

According to police offi- 
cials. at least 25 have been 
: freed. 

Mr. Khalaf. who repre- 
i sents the organisation in 
negotiations with other FLO 
factions, told AFP he was 
released Tuesday after “they 
questioned me about an 
attack claimed by Red Star, 
and a statement released by 
them.” 

Red Star, the DFLP’s 
military wing, claimed re- 
sponsibility for Saturday’s 
attack in a statement which 
also blasted the authority and 
threatened civil war. 

Describing jail conditions, 
Mr. Khalaf said “the police 
really tried as much as possi- 
ble to treat us well and there 
was good cooperation be- 
tween us. 

“But. prison conditions 
such as food, cleanliness and 
bedding were poor." 

The DFLP, a Palestine Li- 
i be ration Organisation (PLO) 
faction, is opposed to the 
autonomy agreement with 
Israel, and has vowed to fight 
the deal. 

Meanwhile, the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Jihad 
group released a statement 
condemning the arrests and 
calling for the detainees’ im- 
mediate release. 

Nine members of the group 
are also in Palestinian jails in 
connection with the murder 
cf an Israeli soldier early last 
month. 

They have started court 
proceedings against PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
three other senior officials for 
illegally keeping them in jail 
without charge. 

Gaza police commander 
Brigadier-General Ghazi A1 
Jabali said 30 DFLP mem- 
bers were still in custody. 

Radical Syria-based 
Palestinian factions conde- 
mned the arrests and branded 
move “suspicious be- 
haviour.” 

The 10 factions said in a 
statement that the Palestinian 
police have been “turned into 
... suppressive tools at the 
hands of the occupation 
forces to confront the Palesti- 
nian people.” 

The 10 factions demanded 
the immediate release of all 
the detainees and warned 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat of the dangers of a crvfl 
war, which it said. “Arafat 
and his police are planning to 
bring about.” 

They pledged to escalate 
armed struggle against the 
Israelis. 

- They Urged international 
and regional institutions to 
stand by the “legitimate 
rights of tire Palestinian peo- 
ple until they achieve their 
goals and to expert all-out 
efforts to rein in Israel’s inhu- 
man behaviour.” 


long-term monitoring prog- 
ramme stipulated under 
Security Council Resolution 
687 is a central condition for 
lifting the oil embargo, the 
key component in the sanc- 
tions. 

Mr. Ekeus, who arrived in 
Baghdad Monday, is sche- 
duled to report to the Secur- 
ity Council Oct. 10 on 
whether the monitoring prog- 
ramme is ready to be tested 
and on Iraq’s cooperation 
with bis teams. 

Baghdad insists that it has 
complied fully with all the 
ceasefire conditions laid 
down by the Security Council 
at the end of the 1991 Gulf 
war and that the United Na- 
tions should stan easing the 
sanctions once the monitor- 
ing programme starts. 

Iraq meanwhile blamed the 
four-year U.N. embargo for 
the deaths of one milli on 
Iraqis as it stepped up war- 
nings to stop cooperating 
with tbe United Nations if the 
economic sanctions were not 
lifted soon. 

If the sanctions were not 
lifted soon, the government 


daily A1 Jumhuriyah said, 
“we will challenge everything 
agreed on during oar coop- 
eration (with the U.N.) and 
return to a situation similar to 

that which prevailed when 
the (Gulf) crisis erupted.” 

In a stinging attack on Mr. 
Ekeus, A1 Jumhuriyah said: 
“If we have shown patience 
toward your manoeuvering 
we will not keep silent about 
the crime of collective exter- 
mination of tbe Iraqi peo- 
ple.” 

Tbe embargo “has caused 
tbe deaths of one million 
people” in Iraq, the paper 
said. 

It accused Mr. Ekeus of 
“deliberately causing deaths 
and ridiculing the Iraqi peo- 
ple with promises to aft tbe 
embargo, which will be 
broken finally, in spite of 
you.” 

The paper said in a front- 
page editorial: “Thrones will 
shake, stomachs will be 
gouged out and armies shall 
march on” to avenge “this 
vicious crime.” 

Official media said on 
Wednesday the government 


had decided to offer all 
means possible to help teas of 
thousands of stateles s Arabs 
— bedoun — to pitch their 
tents along the Iraq-Kuwait 
border in protest against their 
expulsion by Kuwaiti author- 
ities. 

A1 Jumhouriya said there 
was no way for Baghdad to 
keep silent on “the genocide” 
of its people. 

The hardening tone re- 
flects the increasingly 
burdensome effects of sanc- 
tions, which drove Iraqi au- 
thorities last week to dash 
food rations by up to 50 per 
cent for some items. 

Prices of scarce staple 
foods have surged in Bagh- 
dad and are now beyond tbe 
reach of ordinary Iraqis. 

“Theungodly (Washington 
and London ) are mistaken ... 
we shall never let our people 


Russia, China and France 
have said that if Mr. Ekeus* 
report is positive. B aghdad 
should be given a deadline 
for easing toe sanctions. 


But the other two perma- 
nent members cf toe Security 


Council, the United States 
and Britain, oppose that and 
insist the embargo cannot be 
lifted until Iraq also recog- 
nises Kuwait’s sovereignty 
and a U.N. -demarcated bor- 
der and halts human rights 

None of the U.N. resolu- 
tions involved in these areas 
are related to the sanctions 
issue, but the Americans 
have been backed by Saudi 
Arabia and die other Gulf 
Arab states. 


go hungry,” President Sad- 
dam Hussein said in a speech 
carried in the official press. 

Iraq has been conducting 
an intensive diplomatic cam- 
paign to win support for its 
positions in recent weeks 
with some success. 


Washington underscored 
its hard-line position Sept 
23, when Central Intelligence 
Agency Director James 
Wodsey alleged that far from 
complying with the United 
Nations, Iraq was “still bid- 
ing Scad missiles, chemical 
munitions, and its entire 
biological weapons warfare 
programme.” 
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BANNED FROM CLASS: Muslim schoolgirls wearing 
headscarvcs are banned to enter classrooms by Mkfad 
Thomas, principal of tbe Faidberbe high school, oo Wednes- 
day after Education Minister Francois Bayrou ordered a 


ban mi “ostentatious’* reBgkms sign. Muslim atow^rti 
co n tinue d a demo n str atio n outside the school on W ed nesday 
to p ro te st the ban. (AFP photo) 


Time running out 
for Haitian junta 


Israel must quit 
Golan - Mubarak 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) 
— The United States sear- 
ched for signs Wednesday 
that the two remaining mem- 
bers of Haiti’s military junta 
were about to leave the coun- 
try as the countdown began 
for the return of exiled Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

“We would anticipate the 
other two will resign their 
posts soon," said U.S. 
embassy spokesman Stanley 
Schrager of armed forces 
chief Lieutenant General 
‘Raoul Cedras and his Chief 
of Staff Brigadier General 
Philippe Biamby. 

“They are not obligated to 
leave die country, but we 
hope they would to make for 
a smooth transition,” he 
added. 

The third member of the 
triumverate that overthrew 
Mr. Aristide in a bloody coup 
of Sept. 30, 1991, Port-Au- 
Prince police chief 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph 
Michel Francois, fled Haiti 
for tbe Dominican Republic 
on Tuesday. 

Gen. Cedras and Gen. 
Biamby, who have both 


vowed to stand down by Oct. 
15, have so far given no sign 
that they will go into exile as 
Mr. Aristide wants. 

Other than a curt “don’t 
push” to journalists who jos- 
tled around him at a military 
burial ceremony for 10 Hai- 
tians killed by U.S. troops in 
a firefight at Cap Harden, 
Gen. Cedras had nothing to 
say Wednesday. 

Gen. Cedras, Gen. Biam- 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Syria 
has “every honest intention” 


by and the president they 
installed, Emue Joanassaint, 


installed, Emue Joanassaint, 
all stood to solemn attention 
as the 10 military coffins were 
lowered into the graves. 

The Haitians killed in toe 
Sept. 24 Cap Haitian shoot- 
out had been buried by the 
Americans in tbe northern 
city, but were exhumed by 
the military and brought here 
to accord them full ceremo- 
nial honours. 

The United States sent in 
20.000 troops to. take pan in 
Operation Uphold Democra- 
cy from Sept. 19, the day 
after the military junta 
averted a full-scale U.S. inva- 
sion by agreeing to stand 
down. 


has “every honest intention” 
to make peace with Israel but 
not without a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Golan Heights. 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Wednesday. 

Mr. Mubarak's assessment 
came on the eve of the 21st 
anniversary of the 1973 Arab- 
Israeh war and only days 
before U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher ar- 
rives in tbe region to try to 
push forward stalled Syrian- 
Israeli talks. 

Mr. Mubarak addressed 
the nation on television be- 
fore the aimiversaiy, winch is 


and tbe Golan Heights.” 

On Tuesday, Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
said in Washington that Syria 
must compromise m order to 
have peace. . 


Mr. Peres called Syria’s 
demand for all of the Golan 
Heights only an initial move 
in toe negotiations to be re- 
sumed this weekend through 
Mr. Christopher. 


an Egyptian national holiday. 
“We are sure that Syrian 


“He has his opening posi- 
tion,” Mr. Peres said at a 
news conference. “We have 
our opening position ... if foe 
Syrian leader will not com- 
promise, he win not have 
peace.” 


“We are sure that Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
and tbe Syrian people have- 
every honest intention of 
establishing a just and con- 
tinuous peace,” Mr. Mubar- 
ak said. 

“Our position is clear and 
needs no explanation. We 
believe that there is no 
alternative to a comprehen- 
sive Israeli withdrawal from 
all the Lebanese territories 


Israel’s opening position 
was to offer Syria a phased 
withdrawal from tbe Golan 
Heights m exchange for di- 
plomatic and economic rela- 
tions, but without any prom- 
ise to give up all the land. 


Mr. Christopher will travel 
to the Middle East this 
weekend, his fifth trip to the 
area since May, mostly to try 


to hurry a peace accord be- 
tween Israel and Syria. 


Moves, under way to ease Bosnia standoff 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.N. peacekeepers helped 
Muslim hospital patients 
from Gorazde across Serb 
tines on Wednesday in the 
first of a series of moves to 
restart the crippled U.N. re- 
lief machine in Bosnia. 


Tasushi Akashi, Japanese 
head of the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing mission, arrived from 


Zagreb to persuade Bosnian 
Serb leaders to reopen 
Sarajevo airport and let aid 
convoys to move freely. He 
acknowledged that “it will be 
tough.” 

U.N. operations have been 
in disarray as a result of Serb 
retaliation for a North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) air strike on Sept. 
22 . 


Aid official Kris Janowski, 
coping with a growing crisis 
for Sarajevo’s 380,000 inhabi- 
tants, said: "Basically, 
there's food to the end of the 


week. If tbe airlift doesn’t 
resume soon or if we don’t 
get clearances for massive 
convoys, the situation in 
Sarajevo will get quite diffi- 
cult some time next week." 

Bad weather disrupted 
U.N. plans to evacuate 26 
patients by helicopter from 
the Gorazde enclave of east- 
ern Bosnia to tbe Kosevo 
hospital in Sarajevo. 

Tbey left by road instead 
and the delay postponed the 
next move in a step-by-step 
agreement between toe war- 
ring sides to exchange up to 
400 prisoners of war. This 
was due to happen only when 
the medical evacuation was 
complete. . . 

Alija Izet6egbviifS Sarajevo 
ahead of his meeting in Pale 
with Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzich. 

Aides said his -session with 
Mr. Karadzic at Pale outside 


the Bosnian capital was 
“potentially one of the most 
important of the war.” 

The envoy told reporters 
be would seek the reopening 
of the airport, where the 
Serbs have threatened to 
shoot down U.N. aircraft, 
and the reopening of blocked 
roads. 

He stressed that the United 
Nations Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) was “the 
only remaining channel of 
negotiations” for the Serbs.” 

Mr. Akashi and his milit- 
ary commanders are resisting 
demands by the United 
States and NATO for more 
and tougher air strikes 
against the Serbs who have 
rejected an international 
peace plan for Bosnia. 

The NATO air attack 
which angered the Serbs was 
in response to shooting on 
U.N. peacekeepers inside the 
Sarajevo weapons exclusion 
sk-M in which a French sol- 


dier was seriously wounded. 

Peacekeepers said the 
blockade of UNPROFOR 
and United Nations High- 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) convoys eased on 
Wednesday. 

Three UNHCR convoys 
waited outside Gorazde for 


permission to cross the last 
Serb checkpoints and 20 UN- 


Serb checkpoints and 20 UN- 
PROFOR supply convoys 
were allowed to cross Serb 
territory. 

Meanwhile blue-and-white 
Aeroflot jets carrying an en- 
voy from Serbia’s traditional 
friend Russia touched down 
Wednesday in Belgrade, 
heralding the first crack in 28 
months of near total isola- 
tion- r . 

-• • -Serb c ffrcrafsVefcomed the 
reopening of Suzcin airport in 
the Serbian and Yugoslav 
capital as a modest first step 
towards bringing Yugoslavia 
back into the international 
fold. 



Stars prepare 
to set Sarajevo 
a-rockin’ 


SARAJEVO (AFP)— Lead- 
ing British rock and pop stars 
are set to give a senes of 
concerts in Sarajevo next 
month, toe brainchild of a 
former biker working for 
U-N. Bosnia commander U. 
Gen. Sir Michael Rose. Plan- 
ning is well advanced for toe 
event, with more than L.OOO 
Sarajevo rock fans expected 
to pack Sarajevo's Cultural 
Centre on each night of the 
three-date run, planned for 
.mid-November. Working 
with Black Sabbath drummer 
Cozy Powell tbe Rose aide, 
known to all here simply by 
his nickname — “Goose” — 
has persuaded Spandau Bal- 
let vocalist Tony Hadlee to 
front a scratch band featuring 
Pretenders bassist Jamie 
Moses, sometime White 
Snake and Black Sabbath 
lead guitarist Nefl Murray, 
and Spike Edney, who has 
worked with rock giants Eric 
Clapton and Queen. The 
finishing touches are being 
put to toe series of concerts 
and toe United Nations has 
been approached for funding. 
“I saw Mozart’s Requiem ar 
the library and tbe people 
who were there, and it was 
more for your VIPs than the 
people,” Goose said, refer- 
ring to the May concert which 
featured Spanish tenor Jose 
Carreras and Israeli conduc- 
tor Zubin Mehta. “So I said 
to the general on the way 
bade what about a rock con- 
cert for toe kids of this dty. 
He turned around and said 
“what a good idea,”’ said 
Goose. Another Rose aide 
Major Michael Stanley said 
the genera] had thrown his 
foil weight behind tbe pro- 
ject “He is very keen to fry 
to normalise life in 
Sarajevo.” The rock concert 
followed a March football 
match in the city organised by 
the British general, who had 
overseen right months of re- 
lative calm m tbe city since 
toe February signing of a 
ceasefire accord between toe 
Bosnian government and be- 
sieging Serbs. 




Cellist urges 
boycott of Peter 
And The Wolf 


EUREKA, Calif. (AP) — A 
celtistis calling for a boycott of 
the local symphony^ pro- 
duction of Peter And The 
Wolf, saying the Russian 
faijy tale is insensitive to toe 
plight of wolves. Anne 
Conrad-Antoville has resig- 
ned as principal cellist for the 
Eureka Symphony Orches- 
tra and doesn’t want resi- 
dents to attend toe Oct. 14 
performance. In a letter to a 
local newspaper, she said toe 
tale, written by Russian com- 
poser Sergei Prokofiev in 
1936, teaches children “to 
hate and fear wolves and to 
applaud a hunter who kills a 
wolf.” Wolves already have 
suffered enough and have 
survived despite “genoridal 
programmes being waged 
against them and other pre- 
dators,” she wrote. Kenneth 
Harmaford, toe orchestra's 
music director and conduc- 
tor, said toe show would go 
on, and that her protest rings 
of “political correctness gone 
a little haywire." In Peter 
And Tbe Wolf, Peter urges’ 
hunters who have captured a 
wolf to take it to a zoo rather 
than shoot it. 


Hillary Clinton’s 
brother wins 
Florida primary 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — 
First lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s brother, Hugh 
Rodham, won Tuesday’s 
Democratic primary runoff 
for toe U.S. Senate against 
an opponent who accused the 
government of covering up 
UFOs. Mr. Rodham. 44, 
took 56 per cent of vote 
compared to 44 per cent for 
42-year-old former radio host 
Mike Wiley, who according 
to Rod ham campaign consul- 
tant John Walker was never’ 
taken seriously because he 
“is cuckoo.” Mr. Wiley, who 
has argued for the right to 
cany weapons, including his 
own 9mm semi-automatic 
handgun, insisted that there 
are unidentified flying ob- 
jects and charged that toe 

orwprnitiAnt «i»i„ l: jr -- _ 


government was hiding its 
knowledge of them. Mr. 


Wiley refused to back Mr! 
Rodham for the Democratic 
nomination and insdbd chal- 
lenged him. “I havStcenain 
amount of integrity. They 
said I was ashamed of my 
Jewish heritage. There was 
no way he was going to get 
my support after that.” Mr. 
wiley declared. • 
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